
FLRID Title Author/ArtistYear Type Audience Booklist Kirkus PW
0613RN7 A pet for PeteDean, James 2014 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
30287V8 A weed is a flower : the life of George Washington CarverAliki 1988 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
34098PX Abuelo y los tres osos : adaptacion de un cuento tradicionalTello, Jerry 1997 Paperback Upper Elementary
1092MS5 Afraid Nilsen, Genevieve2019 Paperback Lower Elementary
0939KT8 Africa is my home : a child of the AmistadEdinger, Monica 2015 FollettBound GluedMiddle SchoolGrades 3-6 Ages 10-14 Ages 10-up
1092NS2 Angry Nilsen, Genevieve2019 Paperback Lower Elementary
0693GTX Ask me Waber, Bernard 2015 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 4-8 Ages 4-8
1646CU4 Be a king : Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s dream and youWeatherford, Carole Boston2022 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary Ages 5-9 Ages 4-8
1627KZ9 Can I be your dog?Cummings, Troy 2018 FollettBound SewnLower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 4-8
2098FA9 Chaghan dalgyalJohn, Jory 2022 Hardcover Lower Elementary
1448MS4 Charlie & Frog : a mysteryKane, Karen 2019 Paperback Upper ElementaryGrades 3-6 Ages 7-12 Ages 8-12
18890D8 Con mi hermanoRoe, Eileen 1991 Hardcover (library binding)Lower Elementary
1617WW6 Cornbread & Poppy at the carnivalCordell, Matthew 2022 Paperback Lower Elementary
1687CE1 Dancing hands : how Teresa Carreno played the piano for President LincolnEngle, Margarita 2019 FollettBound SewnLower ElementaryGrades 1-3 Ages 4-6 Ages 4-8
1146YZ2 Dragon OpsMancusi, Mari 2020 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 4-7 Ages 8-12 Ages 8-12
0393AX5 Dragons love tacosRubin, Adam 2012 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-5 Ages 3-5
1398LF3 Dragons love tacos 2 : the sequelRubin, Adam 2017 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 3-5 Ages 3-5
0205RS7 Encore, Grace!Hoffman, Mary 2011 FollettBound GluedUpper ElementaryGrades 2-5 Ages 8-11
1789YB4 Fast friendsCena, John 2020 Hardcover Lower Elementary
1536TH1 Feeling angry!Douglass, Katie 2017 Hardcover Lower Elementary
1536WH3 Feeling sad!Barnham, Kay 2017 Hardcover Lower Elementary
1544MH3 Feeling worried!Barnham, Kay 2017 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1374PE8 Five little ducksDean, James 2017 Hardcover Lower Elementary
0468MB2 Floating on Mama's songLacamara, Laura 2010 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-7 Ages 4-7
1919MS7 Fluffy McWhiskers : cuteness explosionMartin, Stephen W2021 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-8 Ages 4-8
1949TB5 Fly, girl, fly! : Shaesta Waiz soars around the worldPimm, Nancy Roe2020 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 5-9
1718BR3 Fox : a circle of life storyThomas, Isabel 2021 Hardcover Lower ElementaryGrades 1-3 Ages 5-10 Ages 5-7
1793ZX9 Fox at nightTabor, Corey R 2021 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1350QD0 Francine Poulet meets the ghost raccoonDiCamillo, Kate 2016 FollettBound SewnLower ElementaryGrades 1-4 Ages 6-9 Ages 6-9
1370UE9 Frog and Toad are friendsLobel, Arnold 2017 Hardcover Lower Elementary
1061DB8 Go, Pete, go!Dean, James 2016 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
0508PM6 Going placesReynolds, Peter H2014 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 3Ages 4-8 Ages 4-8
1673ED7 Harlem Grown : how one big idea transformed a neighborhoodHillery, Tony 2020 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8
1120EA3 Have you filled a bucket today? : a guide to daily happiness for kidsMcCloud, Carol 2016 Hardcover Lower Elementary
1395BX9 Hello, world!Long, Ethan 2020 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 1Ages 4-8 Ages 3-6
1943NQ6 Hey, you're not santa!Berlin, Ethan T 2021 Paperback Lower Elementary Ages 4-7
16018X6 Hip hop speaks to children : a celebration of poetry with a beat2008 Hardcover Lower ElementaryGrades 3-5 Ages 7-12 Ages 6-up
1579UD7 How to catch an elfWallace, Adam 2016 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-6 Ages 4-8
0753SL4 I am Amelia EarhartMeltzer, Brad 2014 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-6 Ages 5-8
1177ZL8 I am enoughByers, Grace 2018 Hardcover Lower ElementaryGrades 1-3 Ages 3-7
2407NB8 I am Jackie RobinsonMeltzer, Brad 2023 FollettBound SewnLower ElementaryGrades 1-3 Ages 3-6
35020Z3 I love my hair!Tarpley, Natasha Anastasia1998 Board BookLower Elementary Ages 3-8
2011VB5 I need a hugBlabey, Aaron 2023 Board BookLower Elementary Ages 3-5 Ages 3-5
1940UN3 If animals went to schoolPaul, Ann Whitford2021 Board BookLower Elementary
37242M4 If you give a mouse a brownieNumeroff, Laura Joffe2016 Hardcover Lower Elementary
1770BN2 Itty-bitty kitty-cornHale, Shannon 2021 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 3-7 Ages 4-8
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0630JA4 Kindergarten, here I come!Steinberg, David 2012 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
0630JA4 Kindergarten, here I come!Steinberg, David 2012 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1429EU8 Le requin incompris : mettant en vedette: Requin!Dyckman, Ame 2018 Paperback Lower Elementary
0713CZ0 Let me finish!Le, Minh 2016 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 5-8
1035PC2 Light is all around usPfeffer, Wendy 2015 FollettBound SewnLower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 5-8 Ages 4-8
1629HG4 Little happy dreamerReynolds, Peter H2020 Board BookLower Elementary
0927WY8 Maybe something beautifulCampoy, F. Isabel2016 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-7 Ages 4-7
1681QC9 Mi corazon se llena de alegriaGray Smith, Monique2020 Paperback Lower Elementary
1518KM9 Mixed : a colorful storyChung, Arree 2018 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8
1518KM9 Mixed : a colorful storyChung, Arree 2018 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8
0892QH7 Mocha Miles, Ellen 2012 Paperback Upper Elementary
1744FV6 More than peach : "changing the world...one crayon at a time!"Woodard, Bellen 2022 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 6-10
1207BF0 Most peopleLeannah, Michael2017 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 4-7
08716T2 My brother CharliePeete, Holly Robinson2010 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 6-10 Ages 6-10
2429LB7 My mom is a lionessHaddow, Swapna2023 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8
1902PC8 My very favorite book in the whole wide worldMitchell, Malcolm 2021 Hardcover Lower Elementary
37248U3 On Meadowview StreetCole, Henry 2007 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-6 Ages 4-8
0918CJ0 Pete at the beachDean, James 2013 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1190SF4 Pete the cat and the surprise teacherDean, James 2017 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
0711KZ6 Pigs and a blanketBurks, James 2016 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-KindergartenAges 2-5
1089BU0 Piranhas don't eat bananasBlabey, Aaron 2015 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 1Ages 4-6 Ages 3-5
19533R4 Playing loteriaColato Lainez, Rene2005 Hardcover Lower Elementary
1704JV3 Pretty perfect kitty-cornHale, Shannon 2022 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2
1704JV3 Pretty perfect kitty-cornHale, Shannon 2022 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2
0606FG6 Que cosas dice mi abuela! : dichos y refranes sobre los buenos modalesGalan, Ana 2011 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1092QS4 Sad Nilsen, Genevieve2019 Paperback Lower Elementary
0737YB0 Salsa storiesDelacre, Lulu 2012 FollettBound GluedUpper ElementaryGrades 4-7
1062NA9 Savanna showdownEarhart, Kristin 2016 FollettBound GluedUpper Elementary
0965CP8 Sea otters Marsh, Laura 2014 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
2283DC2 Shang-Chi and the quest for immortality : an original graphic novelYing, Victoria 2023 FollettBound GluedUpper Elementary
1758UZ9 Sonic the Hedgehog. 12,Trial by fireStanley, Evan 2022 FollettBound GluedUpper Elementary
2103FB0 Sprout branches outVon Innerebner, Jessika2023 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-7 Ages 3-6
1149ASX Stella Diaz has something to sayDominguez, Angela2019 FollettBound SewnUpper ElementaryGrades 2-5 Ages 7-10 Ages 6-9
1730FR2 Stick and Stone. Best friends forever!Ferry, Beth 2021 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 1Ages 4-7
0874PS1 Stick Dog dreams of ice creamWatson, Tom 2015 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 3-6 Ages 7-10
0874FW1 Strictly no elephantsMantchev, Lisa 2015 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-KindergartenAges 3-7 Ages 4-8
1486RF3 Super Manny stands up!DiPucchio, Kelly 2017 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8 Ages 4-8
2015BF8 Taylor Swift : all accessBerne, Emma Carlson2024 FollettBound GluedUpper Elementary
2015BF8 Taylor Swift : all accessBerne, Emma Carlson2024 FollettBound GluedUpper Elementary
0588WL2 The 26-story treehouseGriffiths, Andy 2014 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 3-5 Ages 8-12
0914DS6 The amazing age of John Roy LynchBarton, Chris 2015 Hardcover Upper ElementaryGrades 3-5 Ages 7-10 Ages 7-10
1418DK7 The amazing life cycle of plantsBarnham, Kay 2018 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 5-8
24598X9 The bully from the Black LagoonThaler, Mike 2008 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
0527MV2 The darkest hourHunter, Erin 2015 FollettBound GluedMiddle School
25873P5 The dot Reynolds, Peter H2003 Hardcover Lower ElementaryGrades K-2 Ages 6-9 Ages 5-up
1028QB5 The happiest book ever!Shea, Bob 2016 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 5-8 Ages 6-8
1179HG9 The koala who couldBright, Rachel 2017 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 1Ages 3-6
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2478ZA1 The legend of rock paper scissorsDaywalt, Drew 2017 FollettBound SewnLower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 1Ages 4-10 Ages 4-8
1903KC8 The little blue bridgeMaier, Brenda 2021 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 4-8
1903LC5 The little butterfly that couldBurach, Ross 2021 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 6-8
30015V8 The Littles Peterson, John Lawrence1967 FollettBound GluedUpper Elementary
1289HT5 The lost bookSurnaite, Margarita2019 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-6 Ages 4-8
1163CY6 The one day houseDurango, Julia 2020 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary Ages 3-7
05992R5 The skin you live inTyler, Michael 2005 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 6-9
1785FSX The smart cookieJohn, Jory 2021 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 4-8
1482VT1 The sun shines everywhereHoberman, Mary Ann2019 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 4-8 Ages 4-8
1888FM4 The way I feelCain, Janan 2021 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1505CJ1 There was an old mermaid who swallowed a shark!Colandro, Lucille 2018 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 6-8
1912HW9 There's only one youHeling, Kathryn 2022 Paperback Lower Elementary
1202PK1 This little trailblazer : a girl power primerHolub, Joan 2017 Board BookLower Elementary Ages 2-4
2409DB8 Track star Lyons, Kelly Starling2023 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
1498TJ9 Truck full of ducksBurach, Ross 2018 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 2Ages 3-8 Ages 4-8
33625V0 Tu mama es una llama?Guarino, Deborah1993 FollettBound SewnLower Elementary
0715UZ4 Unlike other monstersVernick, Audrey 2016 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-6
39312XX We'll never forget you, Roberto ClementeEngel, Trudie 1996 FollettBound SewnUpper Elementary
2870PC2 Whatever after, the graphic novel. 1,Fairest of allRusu, Meredith 2024 FollettBound GluedUpper Elementary
1184QU2 When Grandma gives you a lemon treeDeenihan, Jamie L. B2019 Hardcover Lower Elementary Ages 3-7
0589YG2 Zoe's room (no sisters allowed)Murguia, Bethanie Deeney2013 Hardcover Lower ElementaryPreschool-Grade 1Ages 3-6
0867FM3 Zui bang de xie = Those shoesBoelts, Maribeth 2013 Hardcover Lower Elementary
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SLJ RL ATOS ARIL RC LEX DRA GR FP
1.7 1.7 LG 1.4 AD420L

2 4.3 LG 2.8 AD640L N
3.5 LG 3.4 AD620L K

0.6 150L D
Gr 4-8 5.6 5.3 MG 5.7 890L V V

0.7 100L D
PreS-Gr 2 1.9 1.7 LG 1 250L
K-Gr 3 1.7 2.1 LG 360L
PreS-Gr 2 1.9 2.3 LG 530L K

Gr 5-8 4.1 4.1 MG 3.2
3.3 2.8 LG 2.5 AD430L
2.9 2.9 LG

PreS-Gr 2 5 5.5 LG 11.9 NC1260L P
Gr 3-Up 5.2 4.4 MG
PreS-Gr 2 3.1 3.1 LG 3.4 AD520L
PreS-Gr 1 3 2.5 LG 2.1 AD530L
Gr 2-5 5.4 5.2 MG 5.3 810L N

1.9 3.1 LG AD450L L
Gr 1-3 1.6
Gr 1-3 1.5
Gr 1-3 2.2

1.5 1.9 LG AD420L
K-Gr 3 3.3 2.7 LG 1.5 AD470L N

2.3 LG AD530L
K-Gr 3 3.5 710L
PreS-Gr 4

0.9 1.2 LG
K-Gr 3 3.8 3.8 LG 2.4 430L N N

2.6 2.9 LG 470L K K
1.7 2.4 LG AD530L

K-Gr 2 3.4 3.1 LG 2.6 480L
PreS-Gr 3 1.8 2.4 LG AD540L L

3.4 3.4 LG 710L
2.5 2.5 LG

PreS-Gr 1 1.6 1.9 LG AD500L
Gr 4-8 2.9 NP

2.3 2.3 LG AD540L
K-Gr 2 3 3.3 LG 3.3 580L M
Gr 1-4 1.6
K-Gr 3 3.4 3.4 LG 610L
PreS-Gr 2 3.3 3.3 LG AD840L M

0.9
2.1 AD540L
2.3 2.5 LG AD480L
2.4 2.4 LG AD490L L
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3 3 LG AD600L
3 3 LG AD600L

PreS-Gr 2 1.7 2.5 AD450L
K-Gr 2 3.6 3.3 LG 610L

1.5 AD450L
PreS-Gr 3 2.3 2.8 LG 2.3 AD580L

2.1 2 LG AD500L
2.1 2 LG AD500L
3.9 4.3 LG 4.3 690L

Gr 1-3 2.7 3 LG
K-Gr 2 2.7 2.5 LG M
PreS-Gr 2 2.2 2.8 LG 2.2 AD540L

AD510L
2.2 4.1 LG AD610L

K-Gr 2 2.3 2.5 LG 2.7 560L
PreS-Gr 2 0.9 1.3 LG 1.2 280L

0.9 1.3 LG 310L H
PreS-Gr 2 1.3 1.2 LG

1.3 1.1 LG
2.7 2.7 LG 2.6 530L

K-Gr 2 2.6 2.6 LG
K-Gr 2 2.6 2.6 LG

2.9 LG
0.6 70L D

Gr 4-6 5.2 5 MG 5.9 760L S
4.2 5.1 LG 4.5 740L Q
2.4 3.1 LG 3.2 540L M

Gr 3-7 4.5 2.9 MG GN560L
3.2
2.3 2.6 LG AD570L

Gr 3-5 4.2 4.2 MG 3.7 650L
1.8 1.5 LG

Gr 3-6 4.6 4.6 MG 4.3 700L
K-Gr 2 2.6 2 LG AD490L

4.6 2.7 LG AD530L
6.6 MG 1080L
6.6 MG 1080L

Gr 3-6 3.7 4.3 MG 4.7 770L
Gr 2-5 5.4 5.7 LG 6.4 920L T

2.5 K
2.6 2.6 LG 3.3 580L K
6.3 6.3 MG 880L

K-Gr 3 2 1.9 LG 2.1 AD500L L
PreS-Gr 2 1.5 1.6 LG
PreS-Gr 1 2.3 3 LG
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K-Gr 3 3.9 3.9 LG 3.2 AD670L
K-Gr 3 2.7 LG

1.7 1.9 LG
3.3 3.3 LG 4.1 590L M M

PreS-Gr 1 2.2 2.3 LG 520L
K-Gr 3 2.6 2.3 LG 2.3 AD470L
PreS-Gr 2 4.4
Gr 1-2 3.1 3.1 LG AD440L
PreS-Gr 2 1.8 L

1.7
K-Gr 2 1.6 3.8 LG 430L

1.8
Toddler-PreS 2.1 4.6 LG K

3.6 520L
PreS-Gr 2 1.3 1.4 LG
PreS-1 1.6 LG 2.1 420L
PreS-Gr 2 2.2 3 LG

4.4 4.5 LG 4.4 680L Q Q
Gr 3-6 2.4 MG GN220L

2.2 1.8 LG 490L
PreS-K 2.3 1.8 LG 1.3 AD550L
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Price ! Quantity Ext. ISBN Total Full Text ReviewsReview 1 Review 2 Review 3
14.78 1 14.78 9781489816764 0
16.43 1 16.43 9780758746986 0

4.84 1 4.84 9780590043205 0
6.78 1 6.78 9781624969447 0

17.90 1 17.90 9781489854339 6 School Library Journal (August 1, 2013) Gr 4-8-The events surrounding the abduction, mutiny, and legal trials of the Amistad Africans have been retold in a number of books, but few are told from the point of view of the children on the ship. In this novel based on the experiences of a real person, nine-year-old Magulu sails for seven weeks to Cuba on a slave ship. After being sold, she boards the Amistad. A rebellion leads to fighting and eventual jail time and several trials. Now 12 years old, she and the other children are finally declared free and allowed to return home. How she earns her passage and an education are part of this remarkable story of resilience, faith, and hope. Byrd's ink and watercolor illustrations show lush green areas of West Africa; as Magulu travels, the colors darken until she is returned to Africa. Highly detailed illustrations contrast life and dress in Africa with those in Cuba and Connecticut. The maps and recurring dream scenes are lovely and intriguing. Interspersed throughout the book are primary-image sources. Edinger gives Magulu a voice of her own as she narrates her story. The child's character is fleshed out as readers watch her grow from age nine when she is pawned during a drought to adulthood when she becomes a teacher in her beloved homeland. With more than 40 stunning illustrations, this unique narrative should find an appreciative audience.-Glynis Jean Wray, Ocean County Library, Toms River, NJ (c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2013) Edinger creates a fictional first-person voice, undergirded by extensive research, for Margru, one of four Mende children aboard the Amistad, and through her eyes relates her enslavement in Africa, the revolt aboard ship during which Cinque and the other Mende took control of the Amistad, and the captivesBooklist (November 1, 2013 (Vol. 110, No. 5)) Grades 3-6. This fictionalized version of a true account gives readers a look into a neglected piece of history: the story of the Amistad told from a child’s point of view. We are introduced to 9-year-old Magulu, who is sold into slavery and ends up a passenger on the slave ship Amistad. After a mutiny, Magulu finds herself in New England with three other child passengers, where their freedom is fought over all the way to the Supreme Court. Meanwhile, Magulu spends time going to school, learning English, and meeting supporters who fight for her right to return to Africa. Edinger fills her novel with facts, research, and rich historical details. The storybooklike narrative of a child torn between two worlds is captivating, and Byrd’s finely lined color illustrations add to the story, as do reproductions of historical documents. An author’s note gives readers additional information and the inspiration as to where Edinger found her source material.
6.78 1 6.78 9781624969478 0

16.31 1 16.31 9780547733944 6 School Library Journal (February 1, 2015) PreS-Gr 2-A vivacious child and her father share an early autumn stroll. "Ask me what I like," she says. Dad's dutiful answer is printed in purple: "What do you like?" Energetically she answers with a list. Sometimes dad presses for details, "Geese in the sky? Or geese in the water?" She answers, "I like geese in the sky. No, in the water. I like both. Ask me what else I like," she demands, seeing something new she wants to tell him about. So they proceed through their day, celebrating the brief but precious time when children are gaining a sense of self and exploring the power that comes with it. The patience required to converse with a small person who wants to dictate every part of the interaction is sure to be familiar to parents, but the poetic text rises above the mundane and captures the beauty, energy, and innocence of these conversations and holds them up for readers to appreciate without becoming saccharine or trite. Lee's lively, colored-pencil drawings are a perfect match to the text. The line drawings are similar in style to those in Wave (2008) and Shadow (2010, both Chronicle), but Lee expands from the single-color palette she employed in those titles to a full spectrum of bright autumn colors. VERDICT A first choice for libraries, especially those looking to expand their selection of father-as-caregiver stories.-Anna Haase Krueger, Ramsey County Library, MN (c) Copyright 2015. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2015) ThereBooklist (May 15, 2015 (Online)) Preschool-Grade 2. Almost two years after Waber’s death comes the release of this new picture book about a father and daughter who explore their neighborhood, asking questions as they walk. “Ask me what I like. / What do you like? / I like dogs. I like cats. I like turtles.” Their conversational topics run the gamut from animals they notice along the way (geese, frogs, butterflies) to stories about bears and the details of next week’s birthday party. They return home in time to brush their teeth and share a good-night kiss. Lee’s expressive artwork has a naive feel, well suited to Waber’s childlike narration. Her illustrations favor red, which the child identifies as her favorite color. While this is a quiet story and the dialogue is unattributed (it will take some practice to sort out who is speaking when reading aloud), the love this father and daughter share comes through loud and clear. Pair with Marie-Louise Gay’s Any Questions? (2014) for a slightly different take on queries.
18.45 1 18.45 9781668805350 5 School Library Journal (November 1, 2017) K-Gr 3-In this book inspired by the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Weatherford and Ransome offer advice to a new generation of change-makers. In each spread, Weatherford repeats the refrain "You can be a King" and encourages young readers to continue Dr. King's work by taking such actions as getting a good education, standing up to bullies, believing in important causes, doing one's best, having a dream, and helping others. Each piece of advice alludes to Dr. King's life, and in some cases, recalls his speeches and writing. Ransome's art, rendered in acrylics, colored pencils, oils, and gouache, adds depth to the deceptively simple text. The illustrations alternate between full spreads depicting important events from Dr. King's life and the civil rights movement and a contemporary classroom in white space, in which a diverse group of children paint a mural of Dr. King and prepare their own march for social justice. There is a shift in the style of the art here as well; the historical scenes maintain a serious tone, while the contemporary scenes evoke a more childlike quality. An author's note provides a brief biography of Dr. King and also offers insight into both Weatherford's text as well as many of the historical moments captured in Ransome's illustrations. As such, while the book is accessible as an inspiring primer on social justice and taking action, it also challenges more sophisticated readers to make connections between the art, the text, Dr. King's life, the civil rights movement at large, and the continuing struggle to affect change. VERDICT A first purchase, this book is sure to spark discussion and empower readers of all ages.-Lauren Strohecker, McKinley Elementary School, Elkins Park, PA © Copyright 2017. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (September 15, 2017 (Vol. 114, No. 2)) Grades K-3. Most young people recognize Martin Luther King Jr.’s iconic “I Have a Dream” speech, but few could actually explain the specifics of King’s dream and how it applies to them. This book for emergent readers pares his message down to its most understandable form. The advice is simple: be honest, keep learning, act on your individual conscience. This advice is offered in plain terms and is written on pages filled with Ransome’s colorful illustrations, which alternate between scenes in a modern classroom of children of all races, creeds, and exceptionalities, and scenes from King’s own life. His first taste of bigotry as a child is illustrated, as are some of his greatest achievements, such as enrolling in Morehouse College at the age of 15, delivering his message on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, and organizing nonviolent protests in Selma. By applying a repetitive and straightforward prose, the book manages to make essential lessons in civic responsibility accessible to the very young reader.Kirkus Reviews (November 1, 2017) This book endeavors to connect children with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. by encouraging them to “be a King.”The title page depicts a group of racially diverse students with one disabled child (there is no visible religious diversity in this image, though there is some later on) as they stream into school. From there, spreads alternate between scenes from Dr. King’s life, illustrated in Ransome’s signature painterly style, and the contemporary students, rendered in a more-informal style with loose outlines and flat blocks of color. Each block of text begins with the phrase “You can be a King.” Often the illustrations complement the text: “Keep the faith of your ancestors” is paired with a spread of Dr. King’s childhood home, pictures of his forebears lining the wall. The students commence work on a mural of Dr. King at school, and the “You can be a King” lessons are shown as the children paint and draw. One uncomfortable spread depicts the child in a wheelchair attempting to add to the mural, but the accessible spots appear to have been completed; the teacher and other children do not help the child to participate, but instead the child bakes cupcakes for the class. In the final spread, the lack of a “Black Lives Matter” sign among the protest signs is notable. A pretty good, if didactic, resource for adults wanting to help children draw connections between Dr. King’s teachings and their own lives. (author’s note) (Picture book. 5-9)
17.26 1 17.26 9781668854860 3 School Library Journal (March 1, 2018) PreS-Gr 2-Arfy, a floppy-eared mutt on Butternut Street, is on a mission to find his forever home. He writes a letter listing all of his admirable attributes (he is potty trained and has his own squeaky toy) to the people in the yellow house. The mail lady delivers Arfy's letter. Unfortunately, the people turn him down. Arfy keeps trying, writing more letters delivered by the mail lady. All write him back and decline his offer. Feeling sad and dejected, Arfy cries himself to sleep in his soggy box. When he wakes he finds a letter from the mail lady asking to be Arfy's person. Arfy, full of glee, sprints to the mail lady with his reply letter. Vibrantly colored digital illustrations, with no white space, captivate readers from the first page. Loosely placed shapes and textures artfully create Butternut Street. The story is told in illustrated, personalized letters. Arfy's are written in crayon and signed with a paw print. Readers will be cheer Arfy on and feel relief when he finds a person to love. The last page lists ways readers can help a homeless animal. VERDICT No bones about it; this humorous picture book will be a hit with storytime audiences and emergent readers.-Mindy Hiatt, Salt Lake County Library Services © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (March 1, 2018 (Vol. 114, No. 13)) Preschool-Grade 2. Arfy, an optimistic mutt who sleeps in a cardboard box in the alley, writes a series of amusing letters aimed at finding himself a new home. First, he sends notes to the family in a cheerful-looking house and to the butcher. He brags to the fire department that he knows his way around a fire hydrant. He offers to guard the junkyard. He even tries a smelly, tumbledown house. After a series of rejections, he receives an unexpected offer from the mail carrier who delivered his letters. Will he be her friend through “snow, rain, heat, or gloom of night?” Yes! Written with wit and empathy, the story unfolds entirely through the dog’s correspondence and the energetic, colorful digital illustrations, which have a retro, cartoonlike sensibility. Just as Arfy’s letters shift in tone from buoyant to hopeful to disheartened, the replies shift from polite to remote to downright mean, making the story’s resolution even more satisfying. Sure to win the hearts of dog-lovers, this big, colorful picture book is fun for reading aloud.Kirkus Reviews (February 15, 2018) A large, lonely dog named Arfy writes letters to residents of Butternut Street asking to be adopted so he won’t have to continue living in a cardboard carton in an alley.Arfy introduces his story in a winning way on the cover by holding out an envelope with the title words in bold, hand-lettered print. The talented dog is shown holding a pencil in his mouth to write his first letter, which is delivered by a brown-skinned, female mail carrier with straight black hair. Arfy writes to each house or business on his street, but everyone turns the dog down for a different reason. Both the letters and responses are creatively composed in varying styles of lettering, from hand printing to typeface, and with humorous approaches, such as a form letter from the fire department saying “the position of: FIRE DOG has already been filled.” The same mail carrier delivers each letter, looking increasingly worried about Arfy, and in a satisfying and surprising conclusion, she writes her own letter to Arfy offering to “be your person.” The final endpapers show a map version of Butternut Street and the post office, with Arfy helping the mail carrier with her delivery route. A large format and bold, exuberant illustrations are well-matched with Arfy’s enthusiastic personality and can-do attitude. The letter format makes this a fine choice for early-elementary students learning to compose letters. Persuasive writing by a persistently pleasing pooch. (Picture book. 4-8)
44.14 1 44.14 9788955826418 0

8.61 1 8.61 9781368006309 4 School Library Journal (March 1, 2018) Gr 5-8-Charlie Tickler is once again abandoned by his globe-trotting parents. This time they're off to South Africa in search of giant golden moles. They usually leave him with a nanny, but this time he is sent away to his grandparent's in Castle-on-the Hudson, a Victorian resort town with a real castle. While exploring the town, Charlie visits the library, where an agitated old woman mysteriously disappears after trying to confess something dire to Charlie in sign language. Charlie smells a mystery and is told to enlist the aid of Francine "Frog" Castle, an expert detective-in-training who is Deaf and uses American Sign Language (ASL). Charlie and Frog work together to find out who the mysterious old lady is and why two men are trying to find her as well. Enduring a whole host of adventures, including shaky gondola rides across a river, meeting an odd fortune-teller, and exploring a creepy graveyard, the two must put together a set of clues, including a mysterious gravestone cipher. This fast-paced tale features a host of offbeat characters. Kane,áwho has worked as an ASL interpreter for the Deaf community, warmly depicts Frog's fluent signing and Charlie's efforts to learn the language. VERDICT In addition to a fun-filled adventure, Kane's novel explores the difference between hearing and truly listening. A strong secondary purchase or for larger collections.-Carol Connor, Cincinnati Public Schools, OH © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (April 1, 2018 (Vol. 114, No. 15)) Grades 3-6. Charlie Tickler knows that his parents care more for animals than they do for him, but it’s still a sore spot. He feels even worse when they take a trip to South Africa (moles need their help!) and leave him with his disinterested grandparents in Castle-on-the-Hudson, an isolated town with a large Deaf community. Yet, Charlie’s lonely summer transforms into one of excitement and belonging after Aggie, an old lady he meets at the library, goes missing. His investigation leads him to Frog—a spirited deaf girl who dreams of becoming a detective—and the two team up to crack the mystery of Aggie’s disappearance and unravel its connection to a local mystery writer. The mystery here is entertaining, but what makes the book unique is its positive and thorough incorporation of Deafness. Kane is a graduate of the National Technical Institute for the Deaf, and she seamlessly integrates American Sign Language and deaf characters into the story, subtly reminding readers that these are capable, complete individuals. A worthy addition to mystery collections.Kirkus Reviews (February 15, 2018) A hearing boy and his deaf friend use ASL, gondolas, and the Dewey decimal system to solve a mystery in Kane’s debut middle-grade novel.Charlie struggles to be heard. His parents traipse around the globe saving rare animals, leaving him in the care of his grandparents, who would rather watch TV than engage. That changes when he boards a rickety gondola to the Flying Hands Cafe, part of the Castle School for the Deaf. There he meets Frog, an energetic deaf girl intrigued by a mystery swirling around her favorite author. The solid narrative includes a zany cast of characters (none of whom are explicitly racialized), a fast-moving plot, and a low-stakes but suspenseful mystery. What makes this story stand out is the depiction of Deaf culture and community, likely drawn from the author’s education and work as an interpreter. Uninformed readers will learn some signs and letters of the alphabet, both from the writing and the finely detailed illustrations heading each chapter, as well as absorbing information about ASL and Deaf etiquette. (For example, Charlie’s grandmother asks if he and Frog are sweethearts; when Frog asks what Grandma said, the embarrassed Charlie “almost wrote ‘never mind’ before he realized how rude that would be. Frog had a right to know.”) Deaf readers, as well as hearing children with deaf family members and others enmeshed in Deaf community, will see familiar cultural markers, such as the “Deaf can” motto and the school’s importance in the local community. An enjoyable read that artfully mixes adventure, heart, and cultural competence. (Mystery. 7-12)
17.11 1 17.11 9780027773736 1 Horn Book Guide (September, 1991) A young Hispanic boy admires his older brother and wants to be like him when he is older. The artist has captured the affection between the two, and the bilingual text is simple and effective.
6.78 1 6.78 9780759554900 2 Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2022) In the first two books of a beginning reader series, Cordell (Wolf in the Snow, rev. 11/16; Bear Island, rev. 3/21) introduces two mice who are best friends sharing adventures. The series starter, Cornbread & Poppy, begins as a takeoff on Aesop's "Ant and the Grasshopper," with responsible Cornbread's pantry stocked for winter and fun-loving Poppy facing shortages. The tale continues with a trek into the mountains -- and a new (old) friend encounter. Carnival is slightly lower-stakes, centering on a carnival visit where Cornbread refuses to go on most of the rides. In each book, three short chapters set up, continue, and then resolve the friends' manageable problems. Cordell's pen-and-ink and watercolor illustrations are textured and appealing, supporting the texts and illuminating vocabulary that might be out of sight-word range for new readers building fluency. Words are occasionally lettered into the illustrations to heighten action ("SHRIEK!" and "SCREAM!" at the carnival) and give readers more to think about and explore. Cordell resists making the pals stock characters -- sometimes Cornbread steps up to be the brave one and Poppy's the one who's nervous. With these two gentle and nuanced explorations of friendship, this duo is well set up for future outings. Adrienne L. Petinelli March/April 2022 p.Booklist (March 1, 2022 (Vol. 118, No. 13)) Grades K-2. In this sequel to Cornbread &amp; Poppy (2022), Poppy convinces her reluctant friend Cornbread to accompany her to the carnival. She longs to ride The Nauseator, but he is leery of thrill rides. They choose the Ferris wheel, only to discover that Poppy is afraid of heights. After sharing treats and winning dubious prizes, they find a peanut and argue over who will eat it. A passing elephant settles the dispute. Divided into three chapters, this beginning-reader book will capture readers’ attention with its strong portrayal of the two main characters, their apparent differences, and their close friendship. The narrative includes intriguing details and conversations, while the illustrations, expressive pen-and-ink drawings with crosshatching and pale watercolor washes, are brimming with imagination, energy, and wit. Just right for young readers.

22.75 1 22.75 9781713700913 5 School Library Journal (August 1, 2019) PreS-Gr 2-Teresa Carreño achieved global fame as a performer, composer, pianist, and opera singer. By the age of six, she was composing. At the age of seven, she began performing. Revolution in Venezuela forced the Carreño family to migrate to New York, an unfamiliar place where few people spoke Spanish and her family felt out of place. But war would follow them-in 1863 the United States was in the midst of the Civil War. At the age of 10, Carreño was invited to play for President Abraham Lincoln and his family at the White House. But will a poorly tuned piano diminish her performance? This is a story of overcoming fear and using one's talents to spark joy despite unforeseen obstacles. Author and illustrator are well paired in this interesting narrative. Darks and lights, whether representing world events or the colors of the piano keys, are recurring themes that Engle cleverly entwines in her at times poetic writing. López's illustrations practically leap from the page as they mirror the tone of events-bright and beautiful when the story is light; dark, drab, and gray when echoing conflict. A historical note in the back matter provides slightly more insight, but Engle's writing occasionally seems to take liberties with individual characters' thoughts and emotions with little supporting evidence. VERDICT Despite the efficacy of the author and illustrator collaboration, the historical facts remain somewhat sketchy throughout the narrative. A gentle title to add cultural insight to any collection, though possibly best for larger budgets.-Rebecca Gueorguiev, New York Public Library © Copyright 2019. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (June 1, 2019 (Vol. 115, No. 19)) Grades 1-3. Engle and López pair up again to bring equality to the arts in this picture-book biography of pianist and composer Teresa Carreño. More detailed than their Pura Belpré Honor Book, Drum Dream Girl (2015), the lyrical, imagery-rich text alternates between prose and free verse as it describes Teresa’s early childhood in Venezuela in the mid-1800s. When a revolution tears through the country, the young prodigy and her family move to New York, where she feels like an oddity and where a civil war also wreaks havoc. Concerts around the world, however, spare the newly proclaimed “Piano Girl” from much of this pain. An invitation from the White House to play for the grieving President Lincoln and his family almost turns disastrous due to a poorly tuned piano, but Teresa’s perseverance saves the evening in the story’s climax. Patterned mixed-media illustrations use color to evoke the lushness of Venezuela, the darkness of war, and the beauty of music. Concluding with a historical note, the biography’s vibrant images and language form a melodious composition.Kirkus Reviews starred (June 1, 2019) Venezuelan pianist Teresa Carreño performs for President Abraham Lincoln amid a raging Civil War in Engle and López’s portrait of an artist. Thanks to parental encouragement, Teresita learned about “all the beautiful / dark and light keys / of a piano” at an early age. By the age of 6, she composed original songs. Revolución in Venezuela soon drove an 8-year-old Teresa and her family to sail across the stormy sea to the United States, but the Carreño family arrived only to find another violent conflict—“the horrible Civil War”—in their adopted country. Despite the initial alienation that comes from being in an unfamiliar country, Teresita continued to improve and play “graceful waltzes and sonatas, / booming symphonies, and lively folk songs.” The Piano Girl’s reputation spread far, eventually garnering the attention of Lincoln, who invited the 10-year-old to perform at the White House! Yet the Civil War festered on, tormenting Teresita, who wished to alleviate the president’s burdens for at least one night. “How could music soothe / so much trouble?” Half biographical sketch, half wide-eyed tribute, Engle and López’s collaboration endearingly builds to Teresa’s fateful meeting with Lincoln like a gravitational pull, with bursts of compassion and admiration for both artist and public servant. Engle’s free verse whirls and twirls, playful and vivacious, while López’s vivid, colorful artwork elevates this story to heavenly heights. Like a concerto for the heart. (historical note) (Informational picture book. 4-6)
16.31 1 16.31 9781368040907 4 School Library Journal Xpress (April 24, 2020) Gr 3 Up-Siblings Ian and Lily, along with their annoying cousin Derek, have scored a once-in-a-lifetime chance-they will get to explore the new Dragon Ops augmented-reality video game theme park before it opens to the public. But they haven't even finished their first quest when they realize something has gone wrong. Getting hurt in the game hurts in reality, their goggles don't seem to have an off switch, and suddenly the exit is missing. And if that wasn't bad enough, the game's legendary big bad boss, the dragon Atreus, has issued them a personal challenge. They have three days to find him and fight him, and in this virtual world controlled by the Atreus artificial intelligence, there's no save points or do-overs. In fact, if Ian, Lily, and Derek can't defeat Atreus, it's game over-forever. This book could be described as Ernest Cline's Ready Player One for middle grade readers, complete with old-school video game references. Even reluctant readers are likely to find something to keep them engaged. Despite the book's length, the short chapters help the story fly by. VERDICT A fun, fast-paced read for video game fans, adventurers, and fantasy readers. Highly recommended for any library's middle grade section.-Amanda Toth, Lane Libraries, Hamilton, OH © Copyright 2020. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (March 15, 2020 (Vol. 116, No. 14)) Grades 4-7. Gaming enthusiast Ian is ecstatic that he, along with his sister Lilli and cousin Derek, is getting the chance to test out Dragon Ops, the new augmented-reality experience based on one of his favorite video games. After traveling to the island theme park, Ian can’t wait to explore Dragonshire and catch a glimpse of Atreus, the legendary dragon. When they finally enter the world, however, they find that Atreus is actually a supersmart AI dragon who has taken over the game, trapping them until they can complete their quest—or reach Game Over. Readers will become immersed in Dragonshire along with Ian, following in suspense as he and his family uncover the truth behind Dragon Ops. Fans of fantasy, video games, and technology will appreciate the merging of the three to create an incredible world that, with today’s technology, doesn’t seem that far off. An exciting addition to middle-grade fiction that will leave readers contemplating the real world and the virtual.Kirkus Reviews (March 15, 2020) Trapped inside a mixed-reality game, two siblings race the clock to defeat a villainous AI dragon and rescue their cousin. Ian Rivera, a 12-year-old misunderstood gamer, loves the Fields of Fantasy role-playing game more than anyone. Now he gets to enter the world through Dragon Ops, a mixed-reality theme park on a small island. When the game’s ultimate, undefeatable opponent seizes control of the game, the stakes rise to the highest possible level: die in the game, die in real life. In order to beat that boss—Atreus, a red dragon with fire power—Ian’s party needs to collect three Elemental Stones from the other three dragons that maintain balance in the world: earth, water, and (no, not air) ice. Mancusi packs the story with references to memes, video games, and Disney in the vein of Ready Player One (the movie is actively referenced in the text). The surname Rivera is the only indicator of cultural identity for Ian and his family. They are otherwise presumed white. Ikumi, a girl whose avatar has “eyes like an anime character's," is Japanese, as is one of the game’s creators. Their representation comes in the form of sprinkled-in lines about bowing and “gaijin,” which smacks more of exoticization than authenticity, especially as they are seen through Ian’s perspective. For all its cool premise, this fantasy’s full of tropes but no surprises. (Science fiction/fantasy. 8-12)
18.11 1 18.11 9780803736801 5 School Library Journal (June 1, 2012) PreS-Gr 2-The goofy creators of Those Darn Squirrels! (2008) and Those Darn Squirrels and the Cat Next Door (2010, both Clarion) are back with another wacky story. Given the cover image of a red dragon gorging itself on tacos and the taco-filled endpapers, readers are prepared for the sheer silliness of this offering. A bemused young dragon fan and his dog are given the inside scoop on the best way to entertain dragons-with a taco party. A helpful narrator offers the boy advice about planning the festivities, informing him that dragons love tacos-beef tacos, chicken tacos, gigantic tacos, and tiny tacos. But those preparing to host these parties are cautioned to keep any kind of spicy salsa off the menu or suffer the consequences. After filling his house with tacos, getting rid of the salsa, and letting the party begin, the host is sure he's properly prepared, but he's missed the jalapenos peppers listed in the fine print of the "Totally Mild Salsa." Uh, oh! The watercolor, gouache, and colored pencil cartoon illustrations are the real stars here, extending the frivolous text. Regardless of, or perhaps because of, the absurdity of the story, this tale should be a big hit with anyone with an affinity for dragons.-Sharon Grover, Hedberg Public Library, Janesville, WI (c) Copyright 2012. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (August 2012 (Online)) Grades K-2. Tacos are high on the list of dragon-friendly foods. Who knew? There is, however, a major qualification: the salsa must be mild (“even a speck of hot pepper makes a dragon snort sparks”). Rubin and Salmieri, the creators of Those Darn Squirrels! (2008), offer up a how-to guide to throwing one heck of a dragons’ taco party. First, you’ll need tacos—“pantloads of tacos”—and mild salsa, of course. Then, throw in a few decorations (taco-shaped balloons will work) and some music and—voilà. Unfortunately, in this tale, someone didn’t read the fine print on the Totally Mild Salsa jar, and the hosts are in for a toasty surprise. The slight story meanders a bit, but the humor is helped along by Salmieri’s cartoonish watercolor, gouache, and pencil illustrations, which extend the text through small details, from an “I Love Tacos” T-shirt to a No Spicy Salsa: A Guide to Dragon Cuisine cookbook. The whole thing is over-the-top ridiculousness, and kids will most likely warm to it for that very reason.Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2012) The perfect book for kids who love dragons and mild tacos. Rubin's story starts with an incantatory edge: "Hey, kid! Did you know that dragons love tacos? They love beef tacos and chicken tacos. They love really big gigantic tacos and tiny little baby tacos as well." The playing field is set: dragons, tacos. As a pairing, they are fairly silly, and when the kicker comes in--that dragons hate spicy salsa, which ignites their inner fireworks--the silliness is sillier still. Second nature, after all, is for dragons to blow flames out their noses. So when the kid throws a taco party for the dragons, it seems a weak device that the clearly labeled "totally mild" salsa comes with spicy jalapenos in the fine print, prompting the dragons to burn down the house, resulting in a barn-raising at which more tacos are served. Harmless, but if there is a parable hidden in the dragon-taco tale, it is hidden in the unlit deep, and as a measure of lunacy, bridled or unbridled, it doesn't make the leap into the outer reaches of imagination. Salmieri's artwork is fitting, with a crabbed, ethereal line work reminiscent of Peter Ss, but the story does not offer it enough range. A wandering effort, happy but pointless. (Picture book. 3-5)
19.01 1 19.01 9780525428886 5 School Library Journal Xpress (June 1, 2017) PreS-Gr 1-The kid and his taco-loving dragon friends are back, and there's a crisis. There are no tacos left in the world. "None. Nada. Nil." Circumstances require use of the time machine to go back to a party for a handful of tacos to plant and grow into trees. However, spicy salsa messes things up again, with journeys back to wrong time periods, including when dragons loved diapers and when tacos loved dragons. Eventually heading home, the kid watches in disbelief as the dragons lose their resolve and gobble down ALL the tacos.except one. He plants a taco tree and the world is saved from disaster. Created with watercolor, gouache, color pencil, and digital elements, the images are comical, especially the scenes of spicy salsa fire breath and its aftermath. Deadpan statements such as "Oh boy, not again" and "Oh, come on" reinforce the humor. VERDICT Kids who can't get enough dragons or tacos will be won over by this humorous tale. A silly addition for old fans and new readers alike.-Gaye Hinchliff, King County Library System, WA © Copyright 2017. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (June 1, 2017 (Online)) Preschool-Grade 2. Brace yourselves, readers, for this sequel to the best-selling Dragons Love Tacos (2012) begins on a tragic note. There is a taco shortage! The despair is palpable, as dragons sprawl on the ground with tears streaming from their eyes. Moved by the dragons’ plight, Robbie and his canine pal get the idea to travel back in time to the very celebration captured in the first book. Once there, they’ll grab some tacos, return to the present, and plant them for a plentiful taco harvest—this tasty treat grows on trees, don’t you know—so that the dragons will never run out again. As luck would have it, there’s an old time machine in Robbie’s garage, but the mission isn’t as simple as it seems. Miscalculations and machine malfunctions lead to riotous trips through space-time that will leave kids cackling. Old gags from the first book are revisited, and new ones are introduced, with the book’s slight story getting a boost from Salmieri’s comical, childlike illustrations. A ridiculous romp to be sure, but youngsters will eat it up.Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2017) As if the fiery disaster of the first outing (2012) weren’t bad enough, news that the world’s entire supply of tacos has been used up leaves not just the dragons dismayed.Fortunately, there’s a time machine in the garage, so it might be possible to bring new seed stock for taco trees (didn’t you know?) from the past. Unfortunately, said device is hard to calibrate— first they undershoot back to the previous volume’s spicy-salsa–fueled holocaust and then overshoot to a similar catastrophe in prehistoric times. Subsequent ventures into alternate space-time continua lead to universes where dragons love…diapers (“That’s not right”), and tacos chow down on dragons (“Weird, but closer!”). Then, when the chunky white lad leading the draconic expedition does finally get it right, only the taco in his lap survives the trip back to the present. That’s enough for a happy ending, though, as Salmieri shows in the last of his naïve-style cartoon scenes with a taco party in which dragons and diversely hued figures (some recognizable) from various historical and fantasy realms mingle. “After all,” as Rubin puts it, “dragons love diapers. I mean, tacos. Dragons love tacos. / Heck, everyone loves tacos.” Most young readers, even those in diapers, would agree. (Picture book. 3-5)
14.78 1 14.78 9780329887858 5 School Library Journal (December 1, 2003) Gr 2-5-This chapter book, which features a character first introduced in the picture book Amazing Grace (1991), has an old-fashioned tone. Grace and her friends play imaginatively, adults are mostly understanding, and even word choices seem dated. However, Grace is faced with challenges that are universal and timeless. She must deal with the death of an elderly neighbor, saying good-bye to a friend who moves away, and feelings of jealousy when a bright new girl at school tries to steal the show. She must also face the consequences after being caught skipping school, and worries that her mother may remarry. As in Starring Grace (2000, both Dial), the lively protagonist gets to act in a play, this time an updated version of Sleeping Beauty. Settings are spare, feelings are sometimes described more than shown, and Grace's friends and loving African-American family do not come to life. Allan's occasional black-and-white sketches do not radiate much emotion or action. Encore, Grace! is a pleasant read but only a first purchase where the earlier books are popular.-Tina Zubak, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, PA Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information.Booklist (December 1, 2003 (Vol. 100, No. 7)) Gr. 2-5. The thrill of putting on a show is once again at the center of a story about Grace, and, as in the picture book Amazing Grace(1991) and the chapter book Starring Grace(2000), the drama is as much about family, friends, and jealous rivals as it is about what happens on stage. Although Grace at first envies Crishell, the smart new girl in class, the girls get close when they write the class play, a fractured fairy tale that changes Sleeping Beauty to Waking Beauty, with a protagonist who doesn't just passively wait to be rescued. In a nice parallel, Grace and her friends decide to stand up to the grown-ups in their lives, and they draw up a children's rights charter asking their parents to talk to them about changes that affect them. The type is spacious for new readers and for reading aloud, and the occasional black-and-white illustrations include a close-up of Grace as the Wicked Fairy on stage as well as warm scenes of the neighborhood.Kirkus Reviews (November 15, 2003) Confident, determined Grace is back in a new school year sporting lots of changes that challenge her comfort zone within her circle of friends and immediate family. A new girl in class spawns some jealousy and unsure feelings while best friend Aimee's impending move across the country provides much concern for both girls. Grief comes with the death of beloved neighbor, Mrs. Myerson, and a daring, foolish ice-skating episode nearly results in a tragic end, bringing fear and a new-found admiration for mother's fiancé, Vincent. As in the previous titles, Grace copes and adjusts with the help of her Nana's quiet, wise advice and her own intuitive strength and resolve. Hoffman's successful African-American protagonist provides a wonderful role model for today's multicultural school community in this second volume of short, clear, event-filled chapters. Black-and-white drawings emulate the originals by Caroline Birch, though not quite capturing all the nuances of each character and scene. Good discussion material as well as realistic early fiction for read-aloud sessions. (Fiction. 8-11)
18.11 1 18.11 9780593179345 0
16.48 1 16.48 9781631982514 1 School Library Journal Xpress (February 1, 2018) Gr 1-3-Fictional narratives explore intense emotions and provide strategies for identifying and managing sources of stress. Each book follows a young child who encounters family members and friends exhibiting behavior associated with the titular feeling. The protagonists then offer sound advice, such as slowing down, compromising, and counting to 10 as well as teamwork, communication, and acceptance. The volumes are well paced and depict relatable scenarios (divorce, challenging schoolwork, and more). Gordon's light palette nicely offsets the heavier subject matter. In spots, the artwork is reminiscent of Roz Chast's oeuvre. Easy picks for collections in need of materials that emphasize social emotional learning. © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
16.48 1 16.48 9781631982538 1 School Library Journal Xpress (February 1, 2018) Gr 1-3-Fictional narratives explore intense emotions and provide strategies for identifying and managing sources of stress. Each book follows a young child who encounters family members and friends exhibiting behavior associated with the titular feeling. The protagonists then offer sound advice, such as slowing down, compromising, and counting to 10 as well as teamwork, communication, and acceptance. The volumes are well paced and depict relatable scenarios (divorce, challenging schoolwork, and more). Gordon's light palette nicely offsets the heavier subject matter. In spots, the artwork is reminiscent of Roz Chast's oeuvre. Easy picks for collections in need of materials that emphasize social emotional learning. © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
21.34 1 21.34 9781537978024 1 School Library Journal Xpress (February 1, 2018) Gr 1-3-Fictional narratives explore intense emotions and provide strategies for identifying and managing sources of stress. Each book follows a young child who encounters family members and friends exhibiting behavior associated with the titular feeling. The protagonists then offer sound advice, such as slowing down, compromising, and counting to 10 as well as teamwork, communication, and acceptance. The volumes are well paced and depict relatable scenarios (divorce, challenging schoolwork, and more). Gordon's light palette nicely offsets the heavier subject matter. In spots, the artwork is reminiscent of Roz Chast's oeuvre. Easy picks for collections in need of materials that emphasize social emotional learning. © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
12.60 1 12.60 9780062404480 1 Horn Book Guide (Fall 2017) "Five little ducks went out to play, / With one cool cat leading the way." Readers familiar with the classic kids' song can guess the rest: Dean's popular feline creation loses ducks one by one until he has no playmates left. Talk about no harm, no fowl: although the rhymes' rhythms can falter, the wry, tie-dye-bright art justifies this rendition.
17.21 1 17.21 9780060843687 4 School Library Journal (September 1, 2010) K-Gr 3-Anita comes home from school on her seventh birthday to find her mother singing opera and floating in the air. Outside, her dog, Tito, is also floating. "'It's been happening all day, every time I sing!'" says Mama. Then Anita realizes that everyone who hears the music floats, too. But, when some nosy neighbors complain that their pig, goat, and cow are floating, Grandma orders her daughter to stop singing. Mama grows sad, the cow won't give milk, the pig won't eat, and the goat won't sleep. Everyone is miserable. An old picture with a cow stuck in a mango tree helps Anita, Grandma, and Mama discover the special gift that all the women in the family have. Lacamara's debut weaves together a stirring Caribbean tale inspired by her Cuban roots and her mother's opera singing. Both the English and Spanish versions of the story are fun and easy to read, and also well translated. The fusion of Morales's collage illustrations, with bright energetic colors, large warm brown characters, and real photographs interspersed with digitally enhanced foliage, will help children's imaginations take flight. A grand addition to most bilingual collection.-Angelica Sauceda, Anaheim Public Library, Anaheim, CA (c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (August 2010 (Vol. 106, No. 22)) Grades K-3. The plump forms in Morales’ illustrations paradoxically float as lightly as the titular song in this bilingual English-Spanish picture book. Glowing colors, further brightened by golden-pastel highlights, work along with gently curved hills, tree branches, and postures to carry the story forward, complementing its magic realism. On Anita’s seventh birthday, she comes home to find her mother literally floating on air as she sings. “It’s been happening all day, Anita, every time I sing. Singing makes me so happy,” Mama explains. The happy music also lifts the spirits, and bodies, of those who hear Mama—which leads, alas, to trouble when local animals fly from their owners. Scolded by Anita’s abuelita, Mama stops singing, but the resulting sadness is too much for the little girl to bear. Seeking a cure, she discovers the family secret. The story flows smoothly, with the English prose hovering over the Spanish and easing along this pleasant folklorish collaboration from debut author Lacamara and the Pura Belpré Award–winning Morales.Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2010) When Anita turns seven, something magical happens-her mother's singing makes listeners float. But societal pressure soon quiets Mama, making her spirit sick. To help her mother, Anita unlocks a key to her grandmother's past, allowing the family to once again rise in song. Morales's lyrical illustrations, done in a warm, soothing palette, work well with the dual-language text. Compositionally they are flowing, organic and rounded; but the most intriguing aspect of the artwork is the way the Pura Belpr winner draws with the computer, using it to successfully execute her vision. Textures are created and colors are applied to appear like a pastel, but instead of being muted and muddled, she uses digital collage to create the hard edges that define the boundaries between the organic shapes. In one tender spread, Anita braids Mama's hair, while her baby brother blows bubbles, delicately expressing Mama's sadness while capturing the children's loving, innocent gestures. Together, author and illustrator offer a story filled with whimsy and humor about the power of voice and family. (Picture book. 4-7)
18.11 1 18.11 9781534441453 2 Kirkus Reviews starred (July 15, 2021) What can Fluffy do? Her cuteness is lethal! “Fluffy McWhiskers [is] so cute that if you saw her… / you’d explode.” A lion, two snakes, an elephant, a koala all gaze upon her and…Kaboom! Because of this, she’s quite sad and lonely and determines to make herself less cute. She makes herself an ugly sweater. She gives herself a bad haircut. She even puts a scary bag on her head…“but that was ridiculously cute!” (Her goldfish explodes.) When the newspaper publishes her photo, animals everywhere explode; she hops a rocket to outer space—the aliens in a passing UFO explode. Next, she moves to a remote tropical island. No one explodes, but pizza delivery takes forever, and tummy scratches are nearly impossible. She makes some fruit friends…but then she gets hungry. One day she hears a bark, and she can’t find a place to hide—but when she’s face to face with a so-ugly-it’s-cute pug, the dog doesn’t explode! Moreover, the pug is confused that Fluffy doesn’t explode. They’re the perfect match…but passing cruise ships should beware! Martin’s foolish tale of a killer cutie-pie cat will have readers old and young exploding with laughter with its deadpan humor. Newcomer Tavis’ artwork with its rainbow clouds of exploding animals, all killed by cuteness overload, will multiply the laughs exponentially. Fluffy really is cute, resembling a purple powder puff with enormous eyes more than a cat. (This book was reviewed digitally.) A seriously funny and delightfully nonlethal outing. (Picture book. 3-8)Publishers Weekly starred (August 30, 2021) Whoever first coined the phrase "It’s so sweet it makes your teeth hurt" got off easy. The feline puffball of this title is so overwhelmingly adorable that when anyone in her animal-populated world is in any kind of proximity, they spontaneously combust in a cloud of rainbow smoke: "KABOOM!" "This, of course, made Fluffy very sad and extremely lonely," Martin (How to Make a Friend) observes in delicious deadpan. Attempts to de-escalate the cat’s preciousness-giving herself a bad haircut, wearing a bag over her head-only make her cuter. Tavis’s (Common Critters) explosion-filled illustrations, a smartly paced combination of snapshot vignettes and full spreads, portray Fluffy’s travails with comic deftness, assuring readers that her effect on others is all in good, albeit cracked, fun. And it’s a tribute to the authors’ storytelling skills that audiences will also be rooting for Fluffy’s happiness-which she finds after retreating to a seemingly deserted island (but one still within reach of pizza delivery) and meeting a companion whose own cuteness quotient is a match for her own lethal lovability. Readers newly flexing their sense of transgressive humor should get a real bang out of this. Ages 4-8. Author’s agent: Ammi-Joan Paquette, Erin Murphy Literary. Illustrator’s agent: Ginger Knowlton, Curtis Brown. (Oct.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
19.39 1 19.39 9781506464688 2 School Library Journal (September 1, 2020) K-Gr 3-Pimm's debut picture book introduces readers to an inspirational young pilot named Shaesta Waiz, who was born in a refugee camp in Afghanistan. Waiz's family was able to break free from the camp and move to America. Waiz, who grew up in California, defied expectations in many ways. She overcame language barriers at a young age, studied hard to become the first in her family to graduate from college, and became the first certified female pilot from Afghanistan. At the age of 30, she became the youngest woman in history to fly a single-engine aircraft around the world. Waiz's story encourages children to never give up. This book could serve as an engaging read-aloud or an enjoyable solo reading experience. Bye's colorful illustrations are emotive and elegant. Readers will be inspired to chase their own dreams. An author's note and a personal note to children from Waiz are included. VERDICT Recommended for any classroom, library, or home collection.-Kristin Unruh, Siersma Elem. Sch., Warren, MI © Copyright 2020. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2020) At 30, Shaesta Waiz became the first woman from Afghanistan and the youngest woman ever to fly a single-engine aircraft around the world. Born in an Afghanistan refugee camp, Shaesta moved to the United States as a baby with her family. As a young child, Shaesta declares she “will do great things!” After graduating high school, inspired by a trip to Florida and “the view from above,” Shaesta dreams of becoming a pilot. Although many try to discourage her, Shaesta’s determination leads her to graduate college (the first in her family to do so) and to get her pilot’s license. She doesn’t just travel—she meets with children all over the world to “get them excited about careers in science, technology, engineering, and math to chase down dreams of their own!” Referring to her subject by her first name throughout, Pimm introduces Waiz as a baby and chronologically traces her growth into an adult who can make her own decisions. Bye’s colorful illustrations emphasize Waiz’s excitement, occasional fear, and determination. One early spread juxtaposes life at home, with her family speaking Farsi and Pashto, against school, where “she learned to be American,” implying at home she is un-American—an unfortunate misstep. Overall, however, the narrative succeeds in introducing readers to a role model worth knowing. An author’s note describes Waiz’s Dreams Soar foundation, and a note from Waiz herself closes the book. (This book was reviewed digitally with 11.3-by-17.6-inch double-page spreads viewed at 56.8% of actual size.) An inspiring celebration of passion, dedication, and success. (Picture book/biography. 5-9)
18.11 1 18.11 9781547606924 5 School Library Journal (December 1, 2021) PreS-Gr 4-This sensitive subject of the circle of life starts sweetly, with the fox mother's life and the joys and responsibilities of raising her young, then turns its focus on her sudden violent death, decomposition, and her contribution to nature. A well-written text along with the attractive art will fill a needed subject area, and it is an admirable teaching tool. However, preschoolers, attracted by the appearance of material, may not be ready for this book without first sharing it with an adult. The mother fox is hit by a car, and subsequently picked apart by magpies, with her flesh in their beaks, while beetles lay their eggs in her corpse. Yet, once explained, the material is accessible to preschoolers, because the beginning has simple text and illustrations that match the action. Older children will find a fuller description at the end. VERDICT An admirable book, beautifully presented, and meant to be shared intentionally and carefully with its audience.-Nancy Call, formerly at Santa Cruz P. L., Aptos, CA © Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2021) "A death is the end of one life, but it is also the beginning of many more." This account of the life of a fox, by the creators of Moth: An Evolution Story (rev. 5/19), features the stages that rarely get attention: death and decomposition. The book opens similarly to other circle-of-life tales: a fox traverses wintertime and springtime landscapes in search of prey to feed her three growing cubs. As time passes, the cubs learn how to survive, jumping and playing across the pages, then silently echoing their mother's hunting stealth. Egneus's animals'-eye illustrations show lively red-orange foxes moving through equally colorful landscapes that creatively indicate shifts in the seasons, dotted with snowflakes in winter, fireflies in summer. Halfway through the book, in what some may find an unsettling turn, the mother fox is hit by a car and dies, slowly, over several pages; the young foxes note but do not mourn the loss. What happens next is extraordinary in writing and illustration: Thomas stays with the fox, explaining factually, yet reverently, the process of decomposition and the role of dead organisms in the full circle of life. "Every particle that was once fox finds a new place in the world...in grass, in trees, in rabbits, in bees, in daffodils dancing in the breeze." The accompanying images reflect this affirmative perspective, using bright colors and glowing dots ("particles") to show how the fox's body becomes a host to fungi and insects as well as food for other animals that aid in breaking it down. A concluding spread includes additional information on these processes. Danielle J. Ford November/December 2021 p.143Booklist starred (November 1, 2021 (Vol. 118, No. 5)) Grades 1-3. The creators of Moth (2019) take on the often-avoided part of the life cycle: death. As a child and mother holding an infant walk through snowy woods, an omniscient narrator beseeches the reader, in lightly rhyming text, to follow another creature. Set against the crisp, white background, a fox, in mixed-media reds and oranges that give it beautiful, textured fur, hunts prey for her cubs. On Fox’s return, a whiteout foreshadows her fate. But first, spring arrives, and energetic verbs describe the three cubs playing and learning to catch their own food. Soon, it’s time for them to follow Fox across the road to test their skills in the woods. While the vulpine family heads back to the den after a successful hunt, the evocative whiteout occurs again. This time readers know the source is car headlights; Fox is hit and tossed to the side of the road. The cubs continue their life patterns; however, but Fox’s importance isn’t over. As her body decomposes through autumn and winter, every particle is used by insects and the soil. Concluding notes explain death in animals and plants, decomposition, and how death is the beginning of a new life cycle. Final scenes of a new mother fox and cubs and the human children more grown reaffirm these concepts. A touching, gorgeously rendered story that demystifies death.
14.78 1 14.78 9781668835371 0
15.61 1 15.61 9781518176234 7 School Library Journal (November 1, 2015) K-Gr 3-Francine is a confident, level-headed animal control officer, descended from a long line of animal control officers. She holds the county record for most animals successfully controlled, having once rounded up an escaped Mercy Watson, the porcine wonder. Nothing fazes her-until she is called upon to control a raccoon with apparently supernatural powers. She is tackled by the raccoon, falls from the roof, and consequently loses her confidence and quits her job. While healing from her injuries, Francine descends into an identity crisis. It will take friends from Deckawoo Drive to help her nab the raccoon and rediscover her confidence. Narrator Kathleen McInerney gives each character a distinct voice. The screeching of the raccoon is appropriately spooky and grating, which helps the listener understand how it could so throw Francine off her game. VERDICT A little creepy and very funny and sweet, this is an excellent choice for family listening. ["Tailor-made for young readers transitioning to chapter books": SLJ 7/15 review of the Candlewick book.]-Jennifer Verbrugge, State Library Services, Roseville, MN © Copyright 2015. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2015) Mercy Watson fans will remember Francine Poulet from Mercy Watson Thinks like a Pig, in which the animal control officer tried to net Mercy. Here FrancineBooklist starred (July 2015 (Vol. 111, No. 21)) Grades 1-4. The latest addition to the Tales from Deckawoo Drive series spotlights animal control officer Francine Poulet, renowned for facing off with a bear and for being solid as a refrigerator. Francine meets her match, however, when she is asked to capture a screeching raccoon that may or may not be a ghost. Chagrined by defeat, Francine resigns her position until young Frank Endicott gives her the pep talk she needs to face her fears and her masked nemesis. Fans of Leroy Ninker Saddles Up (2014) will relish this new tale, which successfully expands the core of the Mercy Watson series while offering generous cameos from the original characters, as well as much buttered toast. No one offers early readers better quality prose than DiCamillo, who never allows the constrictions of this format to deter her from excellent writing: “Franny, you are the genuine article. You are solid. You are certain. You are like a refrigerator. You hum.” Series illustrator Van Dusen’s artwork (not seen in final form) is a treat, as always, reflecting the quirkiness of DiCamillo’s unique cast of characters. Francine Poulet will wrangle readers’ hearts along with rascally wildlife in this standout early chapter book.
11.63 2 23.26 9780062572738 0
14.78 1 14.78 9781518129025 0
18.11 1 18.11 9781442466081 6 School Library Journal (February 1, 2014) K-Gr 2-When Rafael gets his contest kit to build a go-cart, he is thrilled. He loves to follow instructions, and he wants to win the big race. When he teams up with his neighbor Maya, they start to think outside the box, way outside. By combining Rafael's perfectly made-by-the-directions go-cart with Maya's bird-inspired design, they end up with an airplane. Before they can even respond to the ribbing of their classmates, the race has begun. After a slow start, their entry soars above the traditional go-carts and sails to the finish line, coming in first. The story and illustrations perfectly complement each other. The text captures the discovery of new ideas, teamwork, and the joys of creating. The art brings them all to life with detailed, cartoon digital pictures that show great facial expressions, the fun of building, and the action of the race while leaving plenty of white space so as not to overwhelm. A fun story that will get kids thinking (maybe even outside the box).-Catherine Callegari, Gay-Kimball Library, Troy, NH (c) Copyright 2014. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (February 1, 2014 (Vol. 110, No. 11)) Preschool-Grade 3. It’s a happy day in Mrs. Chanda’s classroom when the students are given identical kits for constructing go-carts to race in a contest. Rafael, who is good at following directions, and his classmate Maya, a dreamer with a practical bent, creatively combine their kits to build a small plane. On contest day, a classmate scoffs at their contraption, but Maya and Rafael’s vehicle soars above the go-carts to win the race. The closing spread offers a preview of their next project: a frog-inspired amphibious craft. Pared down to essentials, the text reads aloud well. In the artwork, the settings and expressive characters are defined by bold, black lines. Most illustrations are bright with colors, though the occasional picture, such as a night scene showing the children silhouetted against the sky, uses black, white, and shades of purplish gray. Like David Gordon’s Your New JETT-Pup Owner’s Manual (2011) and Viviane Schwarz’s Welcome to Your Awesome Robot (2013), this satisfying picture book inspires can-do attitude combining imagination, invention, and engineering.Kirkus Reviews (February 1, 2014) Imagination soars--quite literally--when a little girl follows her own set of rules. Every year Oak Hill School has a go-kart race called the Going Places contest. Students are given identical go-kart kits with a precise set of instructions. And of course, every single kart ends up exactly the same. Every one, that is, except Maya's. Maya is a dreamy artist, and she would rather sketch birds in her backyard than get caught up in the competition. When she finally does start working, she uses the parts in the go-kart box but creates something completely different. No one ever said it had to be a go-kart. Maya's creative thinking inspires Rafael, her neighbor (and the most enthusiastic Going Places contestant), to ask to team up. The instructions never say they couldn't work together, either! An ode to creativity and individuality to be sure, but the Reynolds brothers are also taking a swipe at modern education: Endless repetition and following instructions without question create a culture of conformity. Hopefully now, readers will see infinite possibility every time the system hands them an identical go-kart box. Not astonishingly go-out-and-buy-it-at-graduation inspirational, but all it takes is one seed of change to be planted. (Picture book. 4-8)
17.21 1 17.21 9781534402317 3 School Library Journal (June 1, 2020) PreS-Gr 3-Ideas plus action yield big rewards is the premise of this debut picture book, written by the founder and executive director of Harlem Grown, a New York City community garden collective. The text offers a historical account of the origins of Hillery's organization and an inspirational story about working together to meet a community need. Acclaimed illustrator Hartland (Ada Lovelace, Poet of Science) features characters of various ages and ethnicities. Led by Mr. Tony (and inspired by a little girl named Nevaeh), the community members clean an empty lot, prepare the land, and plant fruits and vegetables. The whimsical illustrations, framed by a palette of muted and lush greens and complementary colors, perfectly capture the book's theme of growth and collaboration. Instructions for starting a garden anywhere and additional resources for children and their families are included. VERDICT A wonderful addition to picture book collections in school and public libraries.-Tamela Chambers, Chicago P.L., IL © Copyright 2020. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (March 1, 2020 (Vol. 116, No. 13)) Grades K-3. In his debut children’s book, Hillery creates a visual history of the organization he started, Harlem Grown, which was born after he visited an elementary school and noticed an abandoned, litter-filled lot nearby. Hillery had the idea to initiate an urban gardening project and began to clear the lot and plant seeds with the help of the school children. Gouache illustrations in fitting earth tones carry a childlike look and energy that matches the uplifting story, where hard work (and teamwork) is deliciously rewarded. This delivers a vibrant tale that is about more than growing plants; Hillery’s vision helped to transform and mobilize the entire community to positively impact the environment. This book delivers on the vision and hopes we all want to instill in children, and it imparts an underlying message that one person can make a big difference. An inspiring picture book for youngsters with meaningful ties to the environment, sustainability, and community engagement.Publishers Weekly (February 3, 2020) Hillery, the founder of Harlem Grown, narrates how an urban farm grew from an abandoned lot across the street from Harlem&rsquo;s PS 175: "Nevaeh called it the haunted garden. It was cluttered with wrecked couches, old TVs, broken bottles, and empty cans." When "Mr. Tony" visits the school and sees "those kids and that haunted garden," he gets an idea. Working together, Mr. Tony and the kids clear the lot, bring in clean dirt, and plant. When plants wilt, he says, "We&rsquo;ll plant something different" and builds raised beds until, finally, "tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, blueberries, strawberries, collard greens, kale, basil, arugula" grow, and the children share their harvest with their families. Hartland&rsquo;s gouache illustrations wobble endearingly, colorfully capturing the children&rsquo;s triumph, and the kinetic energy and colorful vibrancy of the city neighborhood. An author&rsquo;s note about Harlem Grown and straightforward instructions for how to "start a garden anywhere" conclude. Ages 4-8. (May) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
16.28 2 32.56 9780996099943 0
18.11 1 18.11 9781250191755 3 Booklist (March 1, 2020 (Vol. 116, No. 13)) Preschool-Grade 1. Long ventures into Scarry territory with elevated, cartoon-style overviews of Happy County (“The Place for Fun!” as its big signboard announces) to meet Cheese Louise, Farmer Del, and aeronautic inventors Wilbur Bright and Orzo Bright (“buddy brothers,” the author provocatively puts it, not “real” ones), along with other anthropomorphic animal residents going about their business. In service to a not-very-hidden agenda, most spreads invite viewers to, for instance, sing the alphabet song or count up to 10, match geometric shapes and colors to buildings along village streets, identify a dozen different kinds of birds from a visual key, or enhance their appreciation for language with wordplay from “Do not sneeze near the cheese!” to a more subtle (some would say) “Home is where the Havarti is.” Though populous, the art doesn’t look crowded, and the author slips in plenty of sound effects, sight gags, and ongoing plotlines to reward sustained looking. Young visitors will indeed be inclined to “Come back soon!” as the billboard on the road out urges.Kirkus Reviews starred (January 1, 2020) Anthropomorphic animals engage in a variety of activities throughout a bustling community. There is a lot going on in Happy County. Eighteen mostly two-page chapters feature residents who are busy working, volunteering, exercising, and relaxing, among other pursuits. Some residents appear on the front endpapers, others are introduced later. In some cases, sequential panels follow a single character, as when Handywoman Hannah carries out a task at the Hyena household in a brief text replete with words that start with H. Other chapters offer a wide view of a specific setting, such as a scene-setting two-page spread and the county fair that serves as the grand finale. Long labels the objects and individuals in many of his characteristic bright, cartoon-style illustrations, enabling young listeners to practice, and probably expand, their vocabularies. He also includes questions and suggestions that encourage interaction. There are opportunities to match words and pictures, identify shapes, colors, and patterns, and practice the alphabet. Humorous storylines, clever wordplay, and occasional rhymes will charm listeners. Multiple appearances of some characters and the booklong chase of an adventurous chick in a visual subplot create continuity, and plentiful visual jokes add to the enjoyment. Gender equity is implied by the inclusion of female-presenting characters in nontraditional jobs, and the species mix amicably. Brimful of fun and sure to inspire many repeat readings. (Picture book. 4-8)Publishers Weekly (December 23, 2019) A giant billboard welcomes readers to Happy County, "the place for fun," at the start of this peppy activity-filled collection by Long (Fangsgiving). Much like Richard Scarry&rsquo;s Busy, Busy Town, Happy County is populated by a cast of cartoon animals with goofy names and a proclivity for getting into trouble while engaging in even the most mundane activities. In one story, "Dottie the Dog Walker," a ladybug smaller than most of her charges collects hounds on a wild walk to the park, and labels note the canines&rsquo; actions. Another selection stars a mouse, Cheese Louise, in a rhyming presentation of the challenges of cheese-mongering ("The cheese is not here to squeeze!"). Amid Long&rsquo;s engaging stories, interactive interstitials offer prompts to spell short words, sing, and seek and find various objects. With 18 vignettes, there&rsquo;s a lot to take in, but readers will likely follow the invitation for repeated visits on the book&rsquo;s final billboard: "You are now leaving Happy County. Come back soon!" Ages 3-6. (Mar.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
7.75 1 7.75 9781338656190 2 School Library Journal (September 1, 2021) PreS-Gr 1-A helpful cow uses hilarious stalling techniques to entertain a boy with rose-tan skin and black hair on Christmas Eve while Santa Claus flies back to the North Pole for more presents. Despite Cow's best efforts to disguise herself, her identity is revealed through her ability (she provides the missing milk that goes along with Santa's cookies), her voice (she says moo-moo-moo instead of ho-ho-ho), and her behaviors (she eats the tree). But Santa's timing and Cow's honesty keep the magic of Christmas alive for the boy, which is just what Santa requested. Cozy illustrations depict a beautifully decorated tree, stockings by the fireplace, snow-covered rooftops, and glistening front yards. VERDICT With an offbeat pairing of a bespectacled boy and a well-intentioned cow, this holiday picture book is perfect for read-alouds.-Tanya Boudreau, Cold Lake P.L., Alta. © Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2021) Santa needs a bystander to stand in for him, but a child can see right through the ruse. Santa is at the home of a child whose present he left at the North Pole. He needs someone to stand in for him while he dashes back to grab the gift. The only one nearby is a cow, who eagerly agrees to the task. Santa insists that the cow not let on that she isn’t Santa. But despite the elaborate costume (which does not hide cowbell, tail, or hooves), as soon as the cow says, “Moo-moo-moo, Merry Christmas,” the child has doubts. When the child apologizes for being out of milk, the cow mysteriously produces some. The cow thanks the child for putting out the tree, since she loves to eat grass and trees. When the child declares that the cow is not Santa, she tries to play herself off as anything else—Mrs. Claus? An elf? The Easter Bunny? Nope. But just as the cow starts to explain, the real Santa shows up with armfuls of extra gifts for the child for being so nice this year. There is no rhyme or reason to the story, and the goofy cartoon illustrations only exacerbate the ridiculousness, but a fraction of children will find it giggleworthy nonetheless. The all-dialogue text is set in speech bubbles. Santa (the real one) presents White; the skeptical child has light-brown skin and a pouf of brown hair. (This book was reviewed digitally.) Extremely—almost annoyingly—silly. (Picture book. 4-7)

19.01 1 19.01 9781402210488 5 School Library Journal (October 1, 2008) Gr 4-8-This anthology highlights the use of rhythm and vernacular in hip-hop, rap, and African-American poetry. The 51 pieces-which also include a passage from Martin Luther King's "I Have a Dream" speech-use gospel rhythms, "hambone" rhythms (which Giovanni explains in her informative introduction), jazz and blues rhythms, and language from the fields and the city streets. Artists range from Langston Hughes to Kanye West, from Eloise Greenfield to Queen Latifah. Much of the subject matter focuses on hope, self-esteem, respect for the past, and determination to make a better future. A few selections are more playful, like an excerpt from "Principal's Office" by Young MC. The accompanying CD enables readers to hear many of the pieces spoken or performed by the artists. Meanwhile, a team of five illustrators provides colorful, lively pictures that add atmosphere and personality (without a lot of depth, however). This volume is much denser than it first appears, and will provide classroom teachers with a substantial amount of material. The fact that an important historical writer like James Weldon Johnson appears in the same book as contemporary musician Lauryn Hill may help some kids see the older writers with a fresh eye, and may also introduce today's artists to teachers and librarians. Granted, not all of the rap and/or hip-hop verses have the concise nature of what has been considered "real" poetry, and, in this context, some of them work better in audio than on the printed page. Still, this is an interesting, worthwhile collection.-Lauralyn Persson, Wilmette Public Library, IL Copyright 2008 Reed Business Information.Booklist starred (September 15, 2008 (Vol. 105, No. 2)) Grades 3-5. In this slamming cousin to Poetry Speaks to Children (2005), editor Giovanni states, “Poetry with a beat. That’s hip hop in a flash,” and she goes on to link hip-hop to grand opera and present a capsule history of African American vernacular music. This features a wide-ranging selection of 51 entries, plus a CD with new or previously released recorded versions of 29, some with music. The poets range from Langston Hughes and W. E. B. DuBois to Kanye West, Mos Def, and Queen Latifah. In keeping with hip-hop tradition, many of the selections are self-referential; others take on a variety of topics, from Gwendolyn Brooks’ celebration of “Aloneness” to James Berry’s inspirational “People Equal.” Calef Brown’s “Funky Snowman” is more about medium than message: “Turn up the music / with the disco beat, / when you’re in the groove, / you don’t need feet.” Similarly, on the CD, some presentations are straight readings, and others evoke jazz, rap, pop, and field- or pulpit-style chanting. Although created by five illustrators, the art shares both vibrant colors and a dancing, free-spirited look that matches the general tone of the poetry. With appeal for preliterate children, their great-grandparents, and every generation between, this will be fun for families to share as they get their groove on. Appended notes tell more about the contributors.Kirkus Reviews (September 15, 2008) The subtitle is more descriptive of the content of this engaging book than the title. There is a wealth of material, ranging from classic poems by Langston Hughes (several of them read by Hughes on the accompanying CD), Lucille Clifton, Eloise Greenfield, Maya Angelou, Walter Dean Myers, Jacqueline Woodson and others, to modern hip-hop and rap. Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech is also included, both in the book and on the CD, with a performance in response by Giovanni and two of the advisory editors. Hope Anita Smith's recitation of her "Audition" is quiet and hauntingly beautiful. All of the poems emphasize the beat and draw on African-American tradition; they are richly and effectively illustrated by a corps of young illustrators whose biographical sketches are appended. Listening to the CD completes the experience. The variety of poetic forms and performance styles (sometimes elucidated on the CD, as well is in Giovanni's introduction) makes this collection an excellent source of material not found together elsewhere. (Poetry anthology. 7-12)
10.66 1 10.66 9781492646310 2 Kirkus Reviews (October 15, 2016) Wallace and Elkerton continue their series about catching elusive mythical creatures (How to Catch a Leprechaun, 2016, etc.) with this Christmas story about an elf who must avoid traps constructed by children before Santa’s annual visit.The unnamed elf narrator is the sole helper traveling with Santa on his delivery rounds on Christmas Eve, with each house featuring a different type of trap for elves. The spunky elf avoids a mechanical “elf snatcher,” hidden in a plate of cookies, as well as simple traps made of tinsel, double-sided tape, and a cardboard box concealing a mean-looking cat. Another trap looks like a bomb hidden in a box of candy, and a complicated trap in a maze has an evil cowboy clown with a branding iron, leading to the elf’s cry, “Hey, you zapped my tushy!” The bomb trap and the branding iron seem to push the envelope of child-made inventions. The final trap is located in a family grocery store that’s booby-trapped with a “Dinner Cannon” shooting out food, including a final pizza that the elf and Santa share. The singsong, rhyming text has a forced cheeriness, full of golly-jolly-holly Christmas spirit and too many exclamation marks, as well as rhyming word pairs that miss the mark. (No, little elf-boy, “smarter” and “harder” do not rhyme.) Bold, busy illustrations in a cartoon style have a cheeky appeal with a focus on the freckle-faced white elf with auburn curls and a costume with a retro vibe. (Santa is also white.) A forgettable effort that fails to capture any of the magical charm of Santa’s story. (Picture book. 3-6)Publishers Weekly (September 26, 2016) The team behind How to Catch a Leprechaun follows the efforts of several children-clearly ones who are destined for Santa's naughty list-to capture one of Santa's elves. Mischievous readers will likely enjoy watching the tiny elf attempt to escape traps that include a tinsel net, a family cat, and (somewhat disturbingly) sticks of dynamite nestled in a pile of chocolates, as well as a cowboy tree ornament wielding an electric brand. Why all the threats of violence against someone who's part of Santa's gift-delivery operation? It's never really clear, and before long Santa and the elf are narrowly escaping hams and cookies fired at them through a "Dinner Cannon," coasting down a river of eggnog, and soaring across the sky on a pizza. Wallace's rhymes and Elkerton's in-your-face images hit their comedic marks, but the overall story is chaotic and confusing. Ages 4-8. (Oct.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
16.31 1 16.31 9780803740822 5 School Library Journal (April 1, 2014) K-Gr 2-Imagine, if you will, two famous Americans whose childhood selves were strong and portentous of their future adult lives but whose bodies stayed small and childlike as they achieved their incredible feats. Meltzer has chosen to portray these iconic figures in this way, perhaps in the hopes that modern-day kids will more easily identify with them. Both narratives are told in first person, which raises doubts as to whether they could truly be called biographies. For example, Amelia Earhart recounts an incident in which she and her sister built a ramp off the side of a shed so they could ride a cart off the roof. Her brother comes along and asks, "Amelia, are you sure this is a good idea?" She replies, "This isn't a good idea. It's the BEST idea!" Such conversations and the lack of resources calls the books' informational value into question. On the other hand, they each talk about the character traits that made Earhart and Lincoln wonderful role models and determined in their life pursuits. The illustrations, while a bit odd, are also rather charming. Their comiclike nature and the brief, readable text will appeal to young readers. Adults who read these books with children will have plenty to discuss regarding the hard work, persistence, and determination each person showed, as long as it's clear that the books themselves are fictionalized.-Maggie Chase, Boise State University, ID (c) Copyright 2014. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2013) The ever-popular pioneering female pilot gets a breezy and very incomplete biography. Meltzer gives Amelia a first-person voice and, in a very sketchy narrative laced with comic-book speech bubbles, presents her as a dare-devil tomboy. The flying bug hits her when she goes up for a flight with Frank Hawks at the age of 23. She tries her hand at different jobs to earn money for flying lessons; Meltzer, writing too glibly, calls stenography, one of those failed efforts, a "fancy-schmancy word." As Amelia makes her solo trans-Atlantic flight, she shouts, "This is AWESOME!"--a word no doubt intended to resonate with contemporary readers but unlikely to have occurred to Earhart at the moment. The text concludes with an exhortation to "Never let anyone stop you. / Whatever your dream is, chase it. / Work hard for it." There is nary a mention of her final, disastrous around-the-world flight and disappearance over the Pacific. Eliopoulos' digitally rendered art is cartoon in style, with Earhart resembling a bobblehead doll and wearing an aviator hat and goggles. The audience for this mixed-up comic/bio is not at all clear. Given its incomplete information and lack of source material (an actual quote from Earhart is unreferenced), there is no justifying calling it a biography. Nor is there enough entertainment to call this a comic book. Skip. (photographs) (Picture book. 3-6)Publishers Weekly (November 4, 2013) Thriller writer Meltzer, who also hosts the history-themed TV show Decoded, introduces groundbreaking historical figures in the Ordinary People Change the World series, which launches with this title and I Am Abraham Lincoln (a third book, I Am Rosa Parks, is scheduled for summer 2014). Beyond the underlying message that average people are capable of greatness, the conceit on which the series turns is that each famous protagonist is pictured as a child, even at the peak of his or her adult accomplishments and fame. Eliopoulos draws Earhart as an eager, try-anything kind of girl whose oversize head, stumpy limbs, and expressive reactions strongly evoke the work of Charles Schulz and Bill Watterson. Early scenes show Earhart getting her first taste of flight via a homemade roller coaster ("That was awesome!" shouts Amelia after her "un-ladylike" crash landing), before the book moves on to her record-setting feats of aviation. Anachronisms are embraced wholeheartedly, and moments of humor balance out the plainly stated message: "Whatever your dream is, chase it." Archival photos wrap up this entertaining and inspiring primer, though source notes are absent. Ages 5-8. (Jan.) (c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
19.01 1 19.01 9780062667120 3 School Library Journal (January 1, 2018) Gr 1-4-Actress Byers has penned a picture-book affirmation for girls who may be doubting their self-worth. Byers, who self-indentifies as multiracial and a CODA (child of deaf adults), experienced bullying as a child. The rhyming text begins with a series of first-person statements about purpose, many in the form of similes. Some of these translate well to a young human, e.g., "Like the tree, I'm here to grow," while others are rather less successful (and logical): "Like the rain, I'm here to pour and drip and fall until I'm full." The latter part of the book suggests that readers should love and support each other despite differences, both physical and otherwise. This is a gentle and worthy message, but may not be concrete enough to empower bullied students or to prompt a change in those who bully. It could be used to give struggling young girls a script for positive self-talk, or the adults who care for them an opening to discuss dignity and kindness. A plurality of ethnicities and body types are represented, generally at a distance and against plain white backgrounds enhanced with digital chalk sketches. -VERDICT Teachers and librarians who tend to the self-esteem of young girls may wish to consider this title to introduce concepts and spark discussion.-Sarah Stone, San Francisco Public Library © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (December 1, 2017 (Vol. 114, No. 7)) Grades 1-3. Sadly, we still live in a world in which little girls in general and girls of color in particular need to be assured of their value. Fortunately, writers and illustrators like the creators of this work are producing books that address that need. In this simple but powerful poem, girls of all hue and stripe are celebrated for just being themselves. Girls sing and play and stand on their heads. They grow tall and strong like trees and mountains; they climb ladders and fall down and get up. They support one another and laugh and cry. But perhaps most important, this book insists girls are different from one another in many ways, and in that, rather than in conformity, lies their strength and beauty. While this book is certainly aimed at a female readership, it needs to be read by everyone for its transformative message to take root. It can be paired with Beautiful (2016) and Brave (2017), by Stacy McAnulty, and I Am Loved (2018), by Nikki Giovanni.Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2018) A feel-good book about self-acceptance.Empire star Byers and Bobo offer a beautifully illustrated, rhyming picture book detailing what one brown-skinned little girl with an impressive Afro appreciates about herself. Relying on similes, the text establishes a pattern with the opening sentence, “Like the sun, I’m here to shine,” and follows it through most of the book. Some of them work well, while others fall flat: “Like the rain, I’m here to pour / and drip and fall until I’m full.” In some vignettes she’s by herself; and in others, pictured along with children of other races. While the book’s pro-diversity message comes through, the didactic and even prideful expressions of self-acceptance make the book exasperatingly preachy—a common pitfall for books by celebrity authors. In contrast, Bobo’s illustrations are visually stunning. After painting the children and the objects with which they interact, such as flowers, books, and a red wagon, in acrylic on board for a traditional look, she scanned the images into Adobe Photoshop and added the backgrounds digitally in chalk. This lends a whimsical feel to such details as a rainbow, a window, wind, and rain—all reminiscent of Harold and the Purple Crayon. Bobo creates an inclusive world of girls in which wearing glasses, using a wheelchair, wearing a head scarf, and having a big Afro are unconditionally accepted rather than markers for othering. A pro-girl book with illustrations that far outshine the text.&nbsp;(Picture book. 3-7)
18.08 1 18.08 9781516041831 4 School Library Journal (November 1, 2014) K-Gr 3-This title highlighting events from baseball star Jackie Robinson's life is a preachy, moralistic account of courage. Its sentimentality and sugary-sweetness are a throwback to motivational tales of a century ago. Meltzer is highly selective in his presentation. Facts, including names, dates, and places, are few and far between, and the theme of bravery overrides all else. Meltzer assumes readers have a basic knowledge of baseball, and many terms are not defined. Eliopoulos's cartoonish illustrations are corny and, as Jackie is always shown as a small child (a characteristic of this series), border on disrespectful. This book isn't complete or thorough enough for use as a biography, and the perky tone will likely cause eye-rolling among readers and listeners. There are many other more informative, better written books on Robinson that also emphasize the themes of courage and racial equality, such as Cathy Goldberg Fishman's When Jackie and Hank Met (Marshall Cavendish, 2012), a picture book that parallels the lives of Robinson and Jewish baseball star Hank Greenberg, and April Jones Prince's easy reader Jackie Robinson: He Led the Way (Penguin, 2007).-Ann W. Moore, Schenectady County Public Library, NY (c) Copyright 2014. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (February 1, 2015 (Vol. 111, No. 11)) Grades 1-3. The latest installment in the Ordinary People Change the World series profiles Jackie Robinson, the baseball player who famously broke the color barrier in 1946. In a strange quirk, young Jackie tells his own story but appears throughout as a child, even when wearing his eventual Brooklyn Dodgers uniform. And while it looks a little odd to see little Jackie playing against a field of adult players, the singular perspective speaks directly to the book’s child audience. Indeed, with an eternally young narrator, comic-style illustrations, word-balloon dialogue, and a compact trim size, this immediacy is the key to the success of the whole series. The story concludes with Jackie holding his plaque in the Baseball Hall of Fame and telling other children of the mantle that comes with power and the power that comes from bravery. A brief time line with photos concludes.Kirkus Reviews (November 1, 2014) Baseball's No. 42 strikes out.Even as a babe in his mother's arms, Robinson is depicted wearing his Brooklyn Dodgers baseball cap in this latest entry in the Ordinary People Change the World series. He narrates his childhood alongside cartoon panels that show him as an expert runner and thrower. Racism and poverty are also part of his growing up, along with lessons in sharing and courage. Incredibly, the Negro Leagues are not mentioned beyond a passing reference to "a black team" with a picture of the Kansas City Monarchs next to their team bus (still looking like a child in the illustration, Robinson whines, "Gross! Is this food or goo?"). In 1946, Branch Rickey signs him to play for the Dodgers' farm team, and the rest, as they say, is history. Robinson concludes his story with an exhortation to readers to be brave, strong and use their "power to do what's right. / Use that power for a cause that you believe in." Meltzer writes his inspirational biography as a first-person narrative, which risks being construed and used as an autobiography--which it is not. The digitally rendered cartoon illustrations that show Robinson as a perpetual child fall sadly short of capturing his demeanor and prowess. A memorable life--a forgettable presentation. (photographs, timeline, sources, further reading) (Picture book/biography. 3-6)

8.57 1 8.57 9780316525589 6 School Library Journal (January 1998) PreS-Gr 2--A young African-American girl describes the familiar mother-daughter nightly ritual of combing the tangles out of her hair. When she cries because it hurts, her sympathetic mother tells her how lucky she is to have such beautiful hair. Imaginatively, the woman goes on to say that she can spin it into a fine, soft bun or "plant rows of braids" along her scalp, prompting her daughter to think of other wonderful things she likes about her hair. The superb watercolor illustrations move from the intimacy and security of Keyana's bedroom to the neighborhood streets and finally to the whole world as her mother's imagery becomes reflected in the art. Keyana's hair is spun on a spinning wheel, becomes part of rows of plants in a garden, and merges with a globe of the whole world. The child's favorite style, however, is two ponytails that flap like wings on each side of her head, and the final picture is of Keyana triumphantly flying free against the blue sky. Pictures and text reflect the expanding horizons of the child's world as she learns to be proud of her distinctive hair and her heritage. Carolivia Herron's Nappy Hair (Knopf, 1997) and Alexis De Veaux's The Enchanted Hair Tale (HarperCollins, 1991) treat the same subject well, but this book has a simpler text that can be used both as a read-aloud to a group or on a mother's lap. A very special book about self-acceptance.--Judith Constantinides, East Baton Rouge Parish Main Library, LAKirkus Reviews (1997) Tarpley's first book for children joins a growing list of titles about African-American hair--linking it to issues of self-esteem and acceptance. Keyana tells how her mother sits her down each night to comb her hair and to rub coconut oil into her scalp; Mama's touch and her words are always heartening. Keyana is lucky to have her head of hair because "it's beautiful and you can wear it in any style you choose." It can be woven into a puffy bun, braided into corn rows, grown into an Afro style that is partly a political statement, or pulled into two ponytails that "stick out on either side of my head and slap in the air like a pair of wings," making her feel free enough to fly. Lewis's imaginative and warm interpretations of these exchanges as well as the inclusion of bits of African-American cultural history expand the personal content.Publishers Weekly (December 22, 2003) In I Love My Hair by Natasha Anastasia Tarpley, illus. by E.B. Lewis, the narrator loves the nightly ritual of her mother combing her hair (it is "thick as a forest, soft as cotton candy, and curly as a vine winding upward, reaching the sky." About the 1998 hardcover, PW said, "In this gracefully told story, a young African-American heroine celebrates her lovely head of hair as part of her heritage." Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information.
7.71 1 7.71 9781338891881 3 Booklist (February 1, 2019 (Online)) Grades K-2. In this very brief, simple, cozy-sweet addition to the full (but never full enough) shelf of hug-themed picture books, a porcupine’s plaintive request sends a succession of animals fleeing in panic: “I need a hug. Will you cuddle me, Lou?” “What? With those spikes? Get away from me! Shoo!” Eventually, the animals who've all refused a hug come racing back—not because they’ve changed their minds, but because a snake has asked them for a kiss. Coming face-to-face on a wordless spread, snake and porcupine exchange significant glances . . . and snuggle up together. To focus attention on the comically pop-eyed cartoon figures and the rhymed dialogue, which is set in bubbles and printed in informal fonts large enough to be visible halfway across a room, Blabey just adds hints of shadow to otherwise blank, monochrome backgrounds. Laurie Isop’s How Do You Hug a Porcupine? (2011) goes on to consider issues involved in hugging several challenging creatures, and so makes a natural storytime segue.Kirkus Reviews (October 15, 2018) A hug shouldn’t require an instruction manual—but some do. A porcupine can frighten even the largest animal. In this picture book, a bear and a deer, along with a small rabbit, each run away when they hear eight simple words and their name: “I need a hug. Will you cuddle me,…?” As they flee, each utters a definitive refusal that rhymes with their name. The repetitive structure gives Blabey plenty of opportunities for humor, because every animal responds to the question with an outlandish, pop-eyed expression of panic. But the understated moments are even funnier. Each animal takes a moment to think over the request, and the drawings are nuanced enough that readers can see the creatures react with slowly building anxiety or, sometimes, a glassy stare. These silent reaction shots not only show exquisite comic timing, but they make the rhymes in the text feel pleasingly subtle by delaying the final line in each stanza. The story is a sort of fable about tolerance. It turns out that a porcupine can give a perfectly adequate hug when its quills are flat and relaxed, but no one stays around long enough to find out except for an animal that has its own experiences with intolerance: a snake. It’s an apt, touching moral, but the climax may confuse some readers as they try to figure out the precise mechanics of the embrace. This is a tremendously moving story, but some people will be moved only on the second reading, after they’ve Googled “How to pet a porcupine.” (Picture book. 3-5)Publishers Weekly (November 12, 2018) In his signature cartoon style, Blabey (Thelma the Unicorn) introduces a porcupine with an intimidating set of fanlike quills. Despite his pointy nature, the porcupine wants hugs: "I need a hug. Will you cuddle me, Lou?" the porcupine asks a gray bunny. "What? With those spikes? Get away from me! Shoo!" A moose named Ken has a similar reaction to the porcupine's request, and a brown bear named Joe is equally unnerved, leading the porcupine to a moment of dejection: "No one will hug me. That's not very kind." Blabey's illustrations of expressive animals, set against empty backgrounds, are the strength of this simple story, told entirely in dialogue, about finding connection and comfort with new friends. But physical affection plays an odd role here: the prickly protagonist depends on it for feelings of acceptance; the characters who refuse are considered "unkind." The potentially mixed messages about the legitimacy of boundaries and sources of self-esteem further weaken this already slight offering. Ages 3-5. (Dec.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
7.71 1 7.71 9780374314743 0

19.01 1 19.01 9780060275716 0
18.11 1 18.11 9781419750915 4 Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2021) Kitty, a fluffy pink feline sporting a stripy conical hat, "thinks she might be a unicorn." Admiring herself in the mirror ("she feels so perfectly unicorn-y"), she doesn't let Parakeet's heckling ("You're never going to be a unicorn, funny-foo") or Gecko's ("You meow in your sleep, miffy-mew") get her down -- until the arrival of an actual unicorn ("Clop clop clop...Neigh!") causes a minor existential crisis. The species-admiration is mutual, though, with Unicorn confessing that he's really a "Kitty-corn" -- and maybe Kitty is, too. Pham's lively pink-and-purple-heavy illustrations, a mix of full pages, double-page spreads, and vignettes, include plenty of white space with little background detail. The creatures take center stage, and when our heroes briefly pause, standing eye-to-eye ("'Yes,' says Kitty. 'I see you'"), there's poignancy. Pham and Hale are themselves a comfortably established pair, with eight Princess in Black books (co-written with Dean Hale) and the Friends graphic memoirs (Real Friends, rev. 5/17; Best Friends, rev. 11/19). Their picture-book debut about embracing one's inner unicorn is a paean to self-perception, self-actualization, and finding one's people amongst the neigh-sayers. Elissa Gershowitz July/August 2021 p.80Booklist (February 15, 2021 (Vol. 117, No. 12)) Preschool-Grade 2. A tiny kitty wishes desperately to be a unicorn. She dons a pointy paper horn, prances her pawed hooves, gallops on her tiny legs, puffs up her pink tail, and neighs, but her friends Parakeet and Gecko remain decidedly unimpressed. Then a real unicorn appears, making kitty feel smaller than a ball of lint, until he slips on a headband with fuzzy, pink ears and confesses that he is actually a "kitty-corn," just like her. This newest Hale-Pham collaboration features appealing characters, laugh-out-loud humor, and clever plot twists—a talent that earlier endeared these creators to The Princess in Black (2015) fans. Pham's brightly colored digital art extends the text in several places: for example, the opening endpapers depict Kitty crafting her horn, while the closing ones portray Parakeet and Gecko clowning around with their own headgear. The text is kept brief, allowing the artwork to shine, and the use of colors for Kitty's and Unicorn's speech identifiers helps to clarify the details of this original but never cloying friendship.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: The publisher is pulling out all the stops for these kidlit dynamos, offering floor displays, event and activity kits, and lots of online buzz.Kirkus Reviews (February 15, 2021) Is Kitty only a kitten? Or might she be a noble unicorn? Inspired by the unicorn on her poster, Kitty crafts a perfect horn and admires herself in the mirror. She feels “unicorn-y.” Her friends disagree. “ ‘You’re not a unicorn, putty-pie,’ says Parakeet. / ‘You’re curled up like a cat, fluffy-fry,’ says Gecko.” So Kitty uncurls to prance and gallop, but her detractors point out her tiny tail. With some effort she plumps it up. They tell her she will never be a unicorn because she meows like a cat; this, of course, prompts her to let out a loud “NEIGH!” Parakeet and Gecko are having none of it, each time varying their mild name-calling. As the sun dips low, Kitty’s sure her long shadow looks like a unicorn’s—until a real unicorn clops into view. Gecko and Parakeet are impressed, and Kitty feels insignificant. But this unicorn has a secret…a pair of fluffy, pink kitty ears the same pink as Kitty’s. They can be kitty-corns together, best friends. Unicorn fans will definitely identify with Hale’s protagonist and respond well to Pham’s bright cartoons, laid out as spot illustrations that pop against the mostly all-white backgrounds. The way Kitty’s friends dismissively poke fun with their name-calling may give some readers pause, but the be-true-to-the-inner-you message and the expressive characterizations add appeal. (This book was reviewed digitally with 12-by-18-inch double-page spreads viewed at 51.2% of actual size.) Likely to cause some imaginative prancing among unicorn and kitty lovers. (Picture book. 3-7)
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15.61 1 15.61 9780329934583 0
15.61 1 15.61 9780329934583 0
11.17 1 11.17 9781443173995 0
18.11 1 18.11 9781484721735 4 School Library Journal (June 1, 2016) PreS-Gr 2-The sheer bliss of settling into a good book without being interrupted by spoilers is the topic of this title. A boy is so excited and filled with anticipation to read a good book, yet each time he begins a new one, lively animals share their favorite parts and ruin the story for him. From birds to bears to giraffes, everyone has an opinion they want to share with him about the book he is reading. The harder he tries to elude them, the more the animals multiply and chase him. Wherever he goes-his home, the forest, the jungle, the mountains, the sea-the animals find him and try to tell him what is in store for him. The illustrations are colorful, and the book is mostly written in dialogue bubbles. Much in the vein of Jon Klassen's I Want My Hat Back, this title leaves readers to assume an unexpected ending for the boy. VERDICT A fun storytime selection for audiences with a good sense of humor.-Vivian Ho, Port Washington Public Library, NY © Copyright 2016. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2016) Call it a preemptive strike: Lê schools children who are new to reading (and probably more likely to be the spoiler than the spoilee) on the evils of the spoiler. A bespectacled boy (his glasses are huge and red) is sooo excited to read his new book. He settles in under a tree and starts turning pages. Before he gets very far, though, three noisy birds with a lot to say poke their beaks into his business: Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2016) A light-skinned child with a zigzag thatch of brown hair and enormous spectacles searches for a quiet place to read.It's not so easy. Birds lean down from the tree he has sat beneath to overshare. "Oooh, I loved that book!" says one. "Me too! Can you believe her best friend turned out to be a robot?" says another. And so it goes. Child gets a book; child finds a place to read uninterrupted. Alas, the animals continue to harass the child with comments that ruin each new story chosen. Page after page, the child is hounded by animals who need to share what happens next as the child repeatedly begs them to "LET ME FINISH!" The tale turns meta as the child seems to enter the book through an apparent rip in the paper forest. Observant readers will notice that the child is fleeing unwanted commentary by climbing through the physical book, though the logical superstructure is hard to discern. A significant misstep occurs when the protagonist swims with the precious book tucked under one arm with no consequences to its physical structure. The retro cartoonish art (which looks like a combination of colored pencil and digital art) in a palette of tans, mustards, and olive green, with bright splashes of pinks, purples, and teal, lends a pleasingly silly air to the flora and fauna.By the end, the relationship of tale to meta-tale is so unclear that readers may be left scratching their heads. (Picture book. 5-8)
15.61 1 15.61 9781518142390 6 School Library Journal (March 1, 2014) K-Gr 2-Light is not an easy concept to convey on a beginning-to-read level, but Pfeffer does a credible job of incorporating just the right amount of detail for these readers. She relates the science concepts she's introducing to scenarios that are in the everyday experience of young children; for example, when explaining lumens, or the units used to quantify brightness, she first discusses how temperature and length are measured. Readers will also enjoy the two easy experiments appended at the end. The colorful illustrations, created with pen and ink, watercolor, liquid acrylic, pencils, and pastels and which include children of diverse races, extend the text well and are marked by several appealing details, such as costumed children carrying glow sticks at Halloween and a glowing octopus. Another book in this series, Franklyn M. Branley's Day Light, Night Light: Where Light Comes From (HarperCollins, 1998), presents the concept of reflective light even more clearly than this title, but Pfeffer's text is shorter and features much more white space on each page, making it especially attractive for beginning readers.-Maralita L. Freeny, District of Columbia Public Library (c) Copyright 2014. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2014) This strong entry in the Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science series introduces youngsters to light: where it comes from, how fast it travels, and how it enables us to see. There's a liveliness in the general descriptions ("Windows glow. Car lights shine. Signs flash on and off. Bridge lights sparkle. Sometimes, jagged bolts of lightning fill the sky and brightly colored fireworks explode on the Fourth of July"), but Pfeffer is all business when it comes to scientific explanations: "Light travels to Earth in waves of electromagnetic radiation, a kind of energy that travels through space. These waves travel so fast, we can't even see them move." Scientific terms (such as electromagnetic radiation) carry with them enough context for youngsters unfamiliar with the vocabulary to get a general idea of the meaning and continue reading. Meisel's lighthearted paintings, outlined in pen and ink, add humor but never distract from the text. Three simple experiments -- two that show the relation of light to plant life and one about how to find and make shadows -- are appended. betty carterBooklist (December 15, 2013 (Vol. 110, No. 8)) Preschool-Grade 2. A companion book to Pfeffer’s Sounds All Around (1999), this simply written volume introduces the properties of light, particularly sunlight. Meisel’s amiable ink drawings, brightened with colorful washes, help make the concepts accessible to a young audience. Topics range from the simple, such as examples of bioluminescence, to the complex, like how light waves bouncing off objects are perceived by the eye and the brain as vision (a process introduced here but not fully explained). After discussing the sun’s light as “waves of electromagnetic radiation, a kind of energy that travels through space,” the text compares the speed of light to that of cars, planes, and sound waves, while a double-page illustration makes the comparisons more real. An appended hands-on section presents two simple science experiments and an activity related to shadows. An attractive addition to the dependable Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science series.

8.57 1 8.57 9781338625806 0
19.01 1 19.01 9780544357693 6 School Library Journal (April 1, 2017) PreS-Gr 3-Mira turns every blank piece of paper she sees into a work of art and distributes her creations around her gray city. Yet her efforts are still not enough to improve her grim surroundings. Then Mira meets a muralist, who invites her, along with the entire neighborhood, to transform their blah walls into something that just "may be something beautiful." Soon everyone is covered in paint, and the town has been completely altered. An author's note at the end explains that Rafael López is not just the book's illustrator but also the inspiration for the muralist. He and his wife, Rosa Ramírez-López, brightened up their neighborhood in San Diego, CA, with murals-an idea that is now being replicated across the United States and other parts of the world. Adriana Sananes brings a lyrical musicality to her narration of the text, which is complemented by music. The final track includes page-turn signals. VERDICT An excellent production, perfect for inspiring a new generation of artists. ["The text does not fully transmit the heartwarming story of the powerful influence of art": SLJ 4/16 review of the HMH book.]-Elizabeth -Elsbree, Krug Elementary School, Aurora, IL © Copyright 2017. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (November 1, 2015 (Vol. 112, No. 5)) Grades K-2. López is both the inspiration for and illustrator of this beautifully dreamy picture book. Along with his wife, he initiated a program to revitalize San Diego’s East Village, transforming it from a concrete desert into a colorful, inspired, and inspiring home for bright, cheery public art. Campoy and Howell’s bouncy, enthusiastic text follows a little girl in the neighborhood whose own passion for making art seems to usher in the muralist, who not only relishes her little paintings but puts a paintbrush in her hand and lets her go wild. Soon the whole neighborhood gets involved, dancing as they cover their walls and sidewalks in a rainbow of loud colors. López translates that energy into his multimedia illustrations, which fill each spread with warm tones and jaunty figures. Occasional vertical page spreads compel little ones to turn the book, which will add to a reader’s engagement while emulating the sweeping rainbow swirl of the brushes. This empowering story of community engagement might inspire kids to get involved in their own neighborhoods.Kirkus Reviews starred (February 1, 2016) In a neighborhood full of gray, young Mira shares her colorful art (and heart) with the world beyond her window. First Mira gives a painting of an apple to Mr. Henry, the shop owner. She then offers a songbird to Mr. Sax and a deep red heart to the local beat cop. Still, her art project hits its limit. "Her city was less gray--but not much." Soon a mysterious artist approaches Mira, offering a boost. "What do you see?" Mira asks him. "Maybe...something beautiful," he replies. Leading readers on an infectious ride, Campoy and Howell's text bristles with dazzling energy. Words pop out of the page in bursts of oomph ("BAM! POW!") as color begins to fill the city. The authors, moreover, mix in dynamic moments with quiet scenes, producing a tone both lively and contemplatively hopeful. The illustrations, however, are the main attraction. Lopez, whose career as a muralist inspired this story, loads each double-page spread with curves, splashes of paint, and geometric shapes, changing page orientation for emphasis at times. As Mira's neighbors join in on the fun, the city comes alive with unforgettable human spirit. The mysterious artist sums it all up: "The world is your canvas." An inspiring and wistful message wrapped up in a subtle, thoughtful narrative and lively, beautiful art: simply superb. (authors' note) (Picture book. 4-7)

8.58 1 8.58 9781459824294 0
19.01 1 19.01 9781250142733 1 Kirkus Reviews starred (May 15, 2018) Beginning with endpapers full of colorful, distinctive faces in primary hues, Chung presents the heavy issue of discrimination using vivid colors and precise text. “In the beginning, there were three colors:” loud reds, bright yellows, and laid-back blues. But initial urban harmony soon gives way to suspicion and competition about which is the best color, leading to high brick walls and color-specific isolation. The story could end there and already be a timely response to current events. However, one day a Yellow and a Blue “notice” each other and realize their happiness lies in each other’s distinct characteristics. Their relationship grows, and other colors take note, reacting negatively at first. Undeterred, the two “mix” (depicted as a wedding) and create a new color—Green—who embodies bits of each of her parents (“bright like Yellow and calm like Blue”) but is also “a color all her own.” Suddenly other Reds, Blues, and Yellows rediscover one another, too, and begin to mix, transforming the primarily black-and-white urban landscape, which is drawn in a graphic, eye-catching style. This book’s simple and straightforward approach to confronting discrimination is age-appropriate without trivializing difficult, hurtful situations, offering children and adults excellent moments for discussion and personal growth. Mixed-race readers, especially, may appreciate the author’s presentation of mixed-color characters as instruments of change and hope. A colorful story about celebrating difference as complementary and transformative. (Picture book. 4-8)
19.01 1 19.01 9781250142733 1 Kirkus Reviews starred (May 15, 2018) Beginning with endpapers full of colorful, distinctive faces in primary hues, Chung presents the heavy issue of discrimination using vivid colors and precise text. “In the beginning, there were three colors:” loud reds, bright yellows, and laid-back blues. But initial urban harmony soon gives way to suspicion and competition about which is the best color, leading to high brick walls and color-specific isolation. The story could end there and already be a timely response to current events. However, one day a Yellow and a Blue “notice” each other and realize their happiness lies in each other’s distinct characteristics. Their relationship grows, and other colors take note, reacting negatively at first. Undeterred, the two “mix” (depicted as a wedding) and create a new color—Green—who embodies bits of each of her parents (“bright like Yellow and calm like Blue”) but is also “a color all her own.” Suddenly other Reds, Blues, and Yellows rediscover one another, too, and begin to mix, transforming the primarily black-and-white urban landscape, which is drawn in a graphic, eye-catching style. This book’s simple and straightforward approach to confronting discrimination is age-appropriate without trivializing difficult, hurtful situations, offering children and adults excellent moments for discussion and personal growth. Mixed-race readers, especially, may appreciate the author’s presentation of mixed-color characters as instruments of change and hope. A colorful story about celebrating difference as complementary and transformative. (Picture book. 4-8)

5.81 1 5.81 9780545462402 0
17.21 1 17.21 9781338809275 2 School Library Journal starred (July 1, 2022) Gr 1-3-Middle schooler Bellen Woodard, President of Bellen's More than Peach Project, shares the inspirational story behind her decision to advocate for positive change that will ensure every skin color is seen as treasured and worthy of representation, including in such everyday tools as crayons. Woodard describes how she felt spurred to confront the presumption that the peach crayon means the "skin color" crayon by using purposeful conversation to grow everyone's perception into a more inclusive awareness. Woodard's call for equal, responsible appreciation for how "skin tones can be any number of beautiful colors" transformed conversations inside her school and continues to spread throughout her community and beyond, including her project's development of multicultural crayons and colored pencils, all labeled "skin-color." Liem's illustrations reflect the essentiality for Woodard's empathetic leadership and her global cause by filling the pages with happy, diverse characters, detailed with crayon-like textures set in recognizable scene elements. In the back matter, which younger readers may need help interpreting, Woodard encourages children to pursue their own agency and set up a drive for support. VERDICT Wise and heartfelt, Woodard's story speaks to young activists who wish for positive change by expressing the roots of her own mission to inspire empathy and product inclusion for a better world.-Rachel Mulligan © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2022) A Black girl’s simple observation propels her into activism. Woodard, who launched the “More Than Peach” project—which arranges for classrooms and children in need to receive kits that include art supplies and boxes of Crayola’s multicultural crayons (crayons in a variety of skin tones)—relates the incident that sparked her journey. As the book begins, she is dropped off at school and notices that her family’s skin tone differs from that of her classmates. While it is clear that she is one of a few children of color at school, that difference isn’t really felt until her friends start asking for the “skin-color” crayon when they mean peach. She’s bothered that no one else seems to notice that skin comes in many colors, so she devises a unique way of bringing everyone’s attention to that fact. With support from her family and her school, she encourages her fellow classmates to rethink their language and starts an initiative to ensure that everyone’s skin tone is represented in each crayon box. Appealing, realistic artwork depicts Woodard’s experiences, while endpapers feature “More Than Peach” crayon boxes and childlike illustrations of kids of different ethnicities doing various activities. The story is stirring and will motivate budding activists. (This book was reviewed digitally.) An inspirational look at one girl’s quest to make sure that all skin tones are visible and available in the classroom. (note from Woodard, information on Woodard’s journey into activism, instructions on starting a drive) (Picture-book biography. 6-10)
15.43 1 15.43 9780884485544 3 School Library Journal Xpress (September 1, 2017) K-Gr 2-"Most people love to smile. Most people love to laugh," begins this well-intentioned work of bibliotherapy. In a bright, clean city, a large cast of recurring diverse characters go about their day, illustrating the book's message that "Most people want to make other people-even strangers-feel good. Most people are very good people." Of course, some people do bad things, like swear, lie, steal, bully, and destroy, but the book repeatedly reassures readers that they are in the minority. Doing something bad doesn't necessarily make someone a bad person; people make mistakes and can change. People can be sad or mad or have a bad day, but most would rather be happy. The friendly cartoon illustrations do a great job showing the connectedness of the community, emphasizing how each person can positively affect others, and dispelling stereotypes. Some parents may be chagrined to find that swearing is lumped into the "bad person" category. Additionally, the spread that discusses the total ratio of good to bad people is a little alarming, as it crowds all the bad people together "in a dark and gloomy room" and the shadowy figures are the opposite of reassuring. This book may be useful for kids struggling with general anxiety, but its simplistic message belies the lived experiences of many children. VERDICT Buy to spark classroom discussion or to fill a very specific gap in collections.-Anna Haase Krueger, Ramsey County Library, MN © Copyright 2017. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (November 1, 2017 (Online)) Preschool-Grade 2. In Leannah’s latest, children are introduced to the straightforward philosophical notion that most people are good. “Most people love the sunshine. Most people love the Earth. Most people love watching things grow.” Leannah takes a similarly uncomplicated approach to explain why people are bad: “They lie and steal. They bully and hurt and destroy.” Morris’ art focuses on the expressions and reactions of people experiencing good or bad situations while trying to undo biases about people who look or dress a certain way. Summing up people as good or bad is, of course, an overgeneralization, but it can help start conversations for a wide variety of matters: race, religion, gender, and class. Older children might participate in discussions revolving around consequences of actions that could be both good and bad—for example, the graffiti shown here as “bad” could, under other circumstances, be “good.” This offers a fairly simple and positive perspective on the world around us.Kirkus Reviews (June 15, 2017) “Most people are very good people.” Leannah keeps repeating his message in a worthy yet didactic text that might be most valued in Sunday schools were it not for the surprisingly diverse and contemporary illustrations. Precise, occasionally irreverent ink-and-watercolor illustrations bring different neighborhood people into focus as they go about their days. A bearded, tattooed, white biker type politely allows an older woman with light brown skin, using a cane, to board the bus first and courteously says “After you ma’am.” A little black girl hands another, who sits scowling, a flower to cheer her up. A white man with a blue mohawk waits patiently in line. A young white boy points out a lost dollar bill to a man with light brown skin waiting to buy honey. A street musician plays, a blind woman hugs her guide dog, and a grandfather and his grandson, both white, give a pie to a homeless white woman. Many of these characters are seen in their apartments that night, the Hell’s Angel lookalike and the blind woman both reading in their separate apartments, the spiky-haired punk playing with his cats, and some families enjoying a meal together on the roof. Yes, the illustrations depict an almost perfect place, with diversity, inclusiveness, and basic goodness, but we can dream. Despite its textual platitudes, the visual stories here are well worth telling. (Picture book. 4-7)
18.06 1 18.06 9780545094665 6 School Library Journal (March 1, 2010) PreS-Gr 2-Twins Callie and Charlie have a lot in common, but they are also very different: Charlie has autism. Callie narrates the story, describing what autism is and exploring the issues that come along with it. The theme is of love, patience, and acceptance. Endnotes give a few basic facts for children unfamiliar with the disorder. The authors, a mother-daughter team, based this story on personal experience. Evans's bright, mixed-media illustrations skillfully depict the family's warmth and concern. Pair this with Ouisie Shapiro's Autism and Me: Sibling Stories (Albert Whitman, 2009) to raise awareness and understanding of autism. This title should have a place in most library collections.-Laura Butler, Mount Laurel Library, NJ Copyright 2010 Reed Business Information.Booklist (March 1, 2010 (Vol. 106, No. 13)) Grades K-3. In an honest, simple narrative, young Callie talks about how much she loves her autistic twin brother, Charlie, and how much they share. As she explains what autism is and how her family cares for Charlie, she also speaks frankly about challenges. The mixed-media illustrations, in bright, opaque colors, show the loving connections in Callie’s African American family, as well as the tension and anger. Charlie does so many things well: he plays the piano, for example. Sometimes he supports his sister, and he has an incredible bond with their dog. Still, “there are days when it’s hard to be Charlie’s sister. . . . Sometimes he can ruin the best playdates; other times he won’t speak.” Warm but never sentimental, this welcome picture book is based on the mother-and-daughter authors' experiences, and a beautiful photo of the authors’ family appears on the back cover, while a personal concluding note offers more facts. A great choice for introducing the subject of autism to young children or for starting discussion in any family dealing with disability.Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2010) Mother and daughter co-authors write about the experience of having an autistic child in the family. Callie, Charlie's twin sister, talks directly to readers, telling them how she and her brother are alike and about the fundamental differences that led her mother to seek medical advice for Charlie. Callie very plainly talks about the joys and frustrations of having Charlie for a brother and emotionally reveals the many ways Charlie has of showing his family the "I love yous" that his autism tries to lock inside. Most evident is the pride Callie has in Charlie. She clearly sees him as a person, with personality and interests, who is smart and caring. "If you ever get to meet my brother, you'll feel lucky to be his friend." Endnotes from the authors tell more of the Peete family story. Evans's mixed-media artwork employs a lot of texture, adding patterning and interest to the simple, uncluttered design. Full-bleed illustrations and up-close views of the characters make this a great choice for group sharing. A seldom-seen perspective on autism delivered concisely and with empathy. (Picture book. 6-10)
18.11 1 18.11 9781636550633 1 Publishers Weekly (May 8, 2023) "Mighty," "imaginative," "proud," and "tireless" all describe a mother as a lioness in Haddow and Adeola’s latest, a playful follow-up to My Dad Is a Grizzly Bear. "She’s been chasing babies all day," a child portrayed with brown skin narrates as Mom-a big cat wearing purple glasses and jeans-wrangles pants onto a toddler before going "on the hunt for bigger prey"-Mom’s white-presenting human partner. Further evidence abounds as the child employs feline-centric language. Pushing a stroller through a park, Mom "hunts in a pride" with other stroller-pushing runners. And, on the sidelines of a soccer game, she instructs on "how to pounce and how to leap higher than all the other cubs." Adeola’s digital artwork, which portrays a human community with varying abilities and skin tones, eventually uncovers the grinning feline’s true form as a smiling human mother, portrayed with brown skin, and the adoring speaker summarizes with an emblematically loving tribute: "Her strong, warm lioness hugs make everything better." Ages 4-8. (Apr.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
17.21 1 17.21 9781338225327 0
19.01 1 19.01 9780060564810 5 School Library Journal (September 1, 2007) K-Gr 2-Caroline and her family have recently moved to Meadowview Street, in a development where all of the properties look alike and there's not a meadow in sight. The girl is about to go in search of one when she notices a small flower. "It's beautiful! Caroline said to herself. And all alone." She asks her dad to work around it while mowing the lawn, hurries inside to find string and sticks, and builds a "small wildflower preserve." As other flowers bloom, she enlarges the area. Dad puts the lawn mower up for sale, and, with the help of her parents, Caroline (surely an heir to Barbara Cooney's Miss Rumphius) sets about transforming her suburban backyard into a teeming ecosystem. Soon there are butterflies, birds, a pond, flowers, trees, and a real meadow on Meadowview Street. "And soon, the Jacksons' yard changed. And the Smiths'. And the Sotos'." Cole's economical text and tender, acrylic paintings tell the story with simplicity and energy as the barren strip of grass evolves into a lush habitat. This lovely picture book offers children a quiet approach to embracing the natural world.-Kathleen Whalin, York Public Library, ME Copyright 2007 Reed Business Information.Booklist starred (June 1, 2007 (Vol. 103, No. 19)) Grades K-2. When Caroline and her family move to a ticky-tacky suburban development, their street’s pleasant name prompts an exploratory stroll to see if there really is a meadow on Meadowview Street. The girl doesn’t get far before she spies a beautiful, solitary flower on her own lawn. Caroline cordons off the bloom, creating a small wildflower preserve that expands as her thoughtful additions (a maple, bird feeders, a pond) allow nature to take root and thrive. The jab at soulless suburbia and its faux-bucolic trappings may be most appreciated by adults, but the crucial message (especially about the importance of green corridors, migration paths for birds and beasts) will speak strongly to today’s ecologically aware children. And it’s all done without stridency. Cole’s understated watercolors match the tale’s gentle tone, while still showcasing the satisfying contrast between the antiseptic tract houses and the riotous, organic tangle of Caroline’s front-yard Eden. The artwork also hints at the metaphorical blossoming of the lonely newcomer as the growth of the garden both parallels and prompts new connections with neighborhood children. Similarities abound with Sarah Stewart’s The Gardener (1997), a natural companion, but this story’s contemporary setting will have particular resonance for many young readers, who can identify with the empowered girl as they applaud her efforts’ many benefits.Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2007) While her father mows the lawn at her new house, Caroline wonders how it could actually reflect the street's name. Soon she finds a small blossom growing in the grass, then another, and eventually persuades Dad to sell the mower while the yard grows freely with wildflowers. Adding a maple tree and a man-made pond attracts an assortment of wildlife from birds, to insects, to a mud turtle and a meadow mouse. Neighbors are encouraged to follow suit, creating meadow environments rather than pristine lawns. Full-color acrylic paintings in double-paged spreads of multiple shades of green, dotted with hues of summer flowers, tell this nature-lover's story which suggests the possibility of chemical-free garden environments. Though the message will be missed by young children, most will enjoy a final rendering of all the meadow creatures next to their proper names that now live on Meadowview Street. Gentle persuasion for the naturalist in everyone. (Picture book. 4-6)
14.78 1 14.78 9780329997564 2 School Library Journal (July 1, 2013) PreS-Gr 2-In the first early level reader, Pete tries to have fun building sand castles, eating sandwiches, and searching for shells, but the hot sun makes him sizzle while his brother is out there riding his surfboard, staying nice and cool. Finally, the heat gets to Pete and he decides to try the water. He faces his fear of the big waves and, after a few attempts, is surfing just like Bob. Strong artwork, summer hues, and familiar characters make this a great addition to collections. In Whale of a Tale, Splat the Cat goes to the beach for vacation and promises to find the perfect seashell to bring home to his grandpa. As he begins his search, he is pulled in all directions, helping his dad set up the beach umbrella, spelling names in the sand for his sister, and, of course, stopping for fish and ice cream. Finally, he gets his chance to search for shells but he just can't seem to find the right one until he stumbles into the water and lands on a friendly whale who helps him with his mission. The artwork and perspective are well designed, and whimsical drawings assist new readers with context clues and even inspire a few giggles. Two solid choices for emergent readers.-Melissa Smith, Royal Oak Public Library, MI (c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Guide (Spring 2014) At the beach, Pete's brother goes surfing. Pete says, "Maybe later." Mom suggests going in the water, but Pete says, "Maybe later." The family is patient, and finally Pete works up his courage to try the surfboard. He loves it. Dean's signature cartoon cats provide an enjoyable backdrop for the hard-to-miss moral that it's "okay to be afraid. But it is more fun to surf!"
13.96 1 13.96 9781537912844 1 Horn Book Guide (Fall 2017) When cat Pete's mom is the substitute teacher (surprise!), the usual routine is upended. Attempts to find the art room misfire; at lunchtime, the class finds itself on the playground. Pete takes it all in stride: "Let's have a picnic." The slight but nicely circular story concludes with an art-y surprise for Mrs. Cat. Loosely rendered, laid-back illustrations help support new readers.
16.31 1 16.31 9781484725238 4 School Library Journal (February 1, 2016) PreS-Gr 2-Two piglet siblings have a mutual love for a fluffy, green blanket. Henrietta wraps one end of it cozily around her while she reads a book, as Henry snuggles beneath the other end and draws a picture. Lots of imaginative play happily coexists, but tensions run high when Henrietta's enthusiastic dance move steals the coverlet out from Henry's grasp. Burks's watercolor and ink cartoon illustrations show Henry retaliating by zooming away with the blanket tied under his chin like a superhero's cape. Told entirely through dialogue, the text consists of the characters' simple, declarative sentences as they convey the same sentiments: "Stop pulling on my blanket!" During a heated tug-of-war, their beloved blankie rips in two. The dueling pair silently and separately play with their own halves, but riffs and seams are soon mended. VERDICT A charming story of sharing and caring.-Linda Ludke, London Public Library, Ontario, Canada © Copyright 2016. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (March 1, 2016 (Vol. 112, No. 13)) Preschool-Kindergarten. Henry and Henrietta have a favorite blanket. They not only love the way it smells and feels but also love to use it in their various activities, such as reading and drawing. The pig siblings have one problem with the beloved article: they don’t like to share it. An argument leads to a tug of war, and the blanket splits in half. Now that they have their own portion, they each have the freedom to play without fear of interruptions. But being apart makes them realize how much they miss each other’s company. Burks, creator of the Bird and Squirrel graphic novel series, delivers a comical message of sharing and caring in his latest creation for the picture-book set. Little ones will be quickly drawn to Burks’ eye-catching and action-packed scenes, particularly the appealingly blocky, bubble-gum-pink protagonists. His clever double-page spreads visually emphasize the competition between the siblings, while the large font punctuated with fun onomatopoeia and poignant wordless scenes make this ideal for a group storytime.Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2016) Two adorable Disney-esque pig siblings decide that sharing is the way to go. Each pig states love for "my blanket," a single item shared between the two, one for its softness and the other for its smell. They describe the activities they enjoy, most of which can be done side by side. The girl pig, marked with a purple hair bow, likes to read under it and make movies on it with her toys, while the boy pig likes to draw and play monster truck. But dancing with "my blanket" is a solo action, as is using it for a superhero cape. Inevitably an argument in the form of a tug of war ensues, and the blanket is ripped in two. The pigs retire to separate corners with their blanket halves to play alone, but they're clearly unhappy. They admit to missing each other and jury-rig repairs so their blanket is sort of together again. The text is composed of 14 statements in large, widely spaced black print and a giant red "RRRIIIIPPPPP!" on stark white background, itself a dynamic compositional element. All the action in this slight tale comes to life in the detailed cartoon illustrations of their activities and accouterments, rendered in colorful hues. The bright pink little pigs vividly display every emotion on their respective round and square faces. Burks avoids sliding into treacle, and the gentle message will be well-received by the littlest readers. A charmer. (Picture book. 2-5)
14.50 1 14.50 9781338297133 3 Booklist (July 2019 (Online)) Preschool-Grade 1. Brian finds himself at odds with his fellow piranhas, due to his fondness for fruits and vegetables. Spare, rhyming text, describes him sharing a banana only to be asked, “What is wrong with you, Brian? You’re a piranha.” Next he offers silverbeet, peas, and plums, but is turned down: piranhas prefer feet, knees, and bums. Finally Brian convinces them to try a fruit platter. Following a wordless double-page feeding frenzy, the piranhas declare that the fruit is “yum”. . . but they “still prefer bum.” A hapless swimmer floats above the arguing fish, unaware of the danger below until the final page when the hungry piranhas nibble his swim trunks. Expressive acrylic cartoon illustrations, similar in style to Blabey's Pig the Pug books, feature fish with oversized comedic eyes and convey a strong range of emotions. Banana-colored endpapers featuring field-guide-style pseudo-scientific definitions for "piranha" and "banana" add a clever touch and set the comedic tone. A surefire storytime hit, hand this madcap reimagining of Green Eggs and Ham to preschoolers and emergent readers.Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2019) It takes a lot of sass to make “piranhas” and “bananas” rhyme, and Blabey’s book is full of that sass. Who would guess that a piranha loves fruit? But Brian does. When he tries to tempt other piranhas to try a banana, they turn him down cold. “Well, how about some silverbeet?” Brian asks. “Are you serious, Brian? We eat feet,” they reply. “Or would you rather a bowl of peas?” “Stop it, Brian. We eat knees.” Children will readily guess what the other piranhas reply when Brian asks if they’d like some nice, ripe plums. But Brian keeps trying, ultimately offering the other fish “an awesome fruit platter.” They gobble it up in a typical piranha frenzy, and a hopeful Brian asks, “Is it yucky or yum?” While they admit “It’s very nice,” they enthusiastically proclaim, “But we still prefer bum!” The loose, rhyming back and forth between Brian and the other piranhas make this a fun read-aloud guaranteed to generate giggles and requests to “read it again.” Illustrations, just as sassy as the text, spotlight bright, lantern-jawed avocado-green fish and colorful fruit that pop against a stark white background. And the piranhas’ facial expressions? Priceless. Don’t miss the endpapers for serious and not-so-serious information about piranhas and bananas. A wonderfully silly story about being true to yourself. (Picture book. 4-6)Publishers Weekly (May 20, 2019) Brian, a piranha, clearly did not get the memo about what his species eats, and it's frustrating his fellow fish. "Well, how about some silverbeet?" asks the piranha protag when the others reject the titular banana offering. "Are you serious, Brian? We eat feet" replies the opposition's leader as a human's toes suddenly dangle temptingly in the water. Brian, who holds forth from the left side of each spread, keeps at it, suggesting peas and plums as the others counter with preferred piranha foods (knees, bums). He eventually convinces his carnivorous peers to decide for themselves whether plant-based eats are "yucky or yum," and the fish concur that they're tasty-just not as delicious as the swim-trunk-clad human buns now on the scene. As the green, bug-eyed fish float and squabble in rhyme amid a bubble-flecked white space, Blabey (the Bad Guys series) hits all the right notes of absurdity (including piling enough fruit on Brian's head to give Carmen Miranda a run for her money) to send young readers into a bedtime reading frenzy. Ages 3-5. (July) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
15.37 2 30.74 9780873588812 2 Horn Book Guide (Spring 2006) A young boy who doesn't speak much Spanish visits his grandmother in Mexico and is intrigued by the words and phrases on Loteria, or Mexican bingo cards. His grandmother agrees to teach him the Spanish words if he teaches her the English equivalents. It makes narrative sense for this book to be bilingual, and the warm, richly colored paintings add to the appeal.Criticas (January 1, 2006) Gr 2-4-In this heartwarming story about the value of being bilingual, a young boy and his grandmother discover the fun of learning a foreign language. The boy visits his grandmother in Mexico and helps her at her loterIa stand. As villagers try their luck in the game, the boy learns Spanish vocabulary, which he translates into English to teach abuela. (Reviewed in Criticas 08-2005) Copyright 2006 Reed Business Information.
18.11 1 18.11 9781419750939 2 School Library Journal (April 1, 2022) K-Gr 2-In this latest collaboration between Hale and Pham, best friends Kitty-corn and Unicorn are making a real mess of it. Everyone know that from his well-trimmed hooves to his deep purple mane and shiny horn, Unicorn is perfect. But when Kitty-corn decides to capture Unicorn's perfection in a painting, there is something that just isn't right. Kitty-corn realizes what is missing and subsequently declares her work a masterpiece. This humorous reminder that appearance isn't everything combines rhythmic text with bold and comical illustrations. The pinks and purples used throughout will draw readers' eyes to the center of the action and clue them into the words in the text. While the best friends are the focus of this story, they are accompanied by a gecko and a parrot that add their own commentary and hilarity along the way. VERDICT A sweet message, eye-catching illustrations, and one whopper of a surprise that will leave all readers in stitches-this is a great choice for story time.-Louie Lauer © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (January 1, 2022 (Vol. 118, No. 9)) Preschool-Grade 2. Kitty-corn is back in an adorable story of friendship. Kitty-corn is busy painting a portrait of her best friend, Unicorn, who is always worried about looking his best. While everyone is singing Unicorn’s praises, Kitty-corn is trying to get her painting just right. By “just right,” it turns out, she also means including some less-than-flattering details about the way Unicorn was looking that day. What Unicorn doesn’t realize, though, is that Kitty-corn doesn’t see all the little things Unicorn is worried about as flaws. And so Unicorn learns that when someone is precious to you, they’ll never make you feel ugly or less-than. This is a great read to start conversations about how appearance isn’t everything, as well as how even someone who everyone thinks is perfect can feel sad inside. It also shows that being kind and making people feel seen are amazing gifts—all wrapped up in a lively, tidy package. Beautiful illustrations on every page in vibrant pinks and purples playfully send the message that it’s okay to share the messy parts of ourselves.
18.11 1 18.11 9781419750939 2 School Library Journal (April 1, 2022) K-Gr 2-In this latest collaboration between Hale and Pham, best friends Kitty-corn and Unicorn are making a real mess of it. Everyone know that from his well-trimmed hooves to his deep purple mane and shiny horn, Unicorn is perfect. But when Kitty-corn decides to capture Unicorn's perfection in a painting, there is something that just isn't right. Kitty-corn realizes what is missing and subsequently declares her work a masterpiece. This humorous reminder that appearance isn't everything combines rhythmic text with bold and comical illustrations. The pinks and purples used throughout will draw readers' eyes to the center of the action and clue them into the words in the text. While the best friends are the focus of this story, they are accompanied by a gecko and a parrot that add their own commentary and hilarity along the way. VERDICT A sweet message, eye-catching illustrations, and one whopper of a surprise that will leave all readers in stitches-this is a great choice for story time.-Louie Lauer © Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (January 1, 2022 (Vol. 118, No. 9)) Preschool-Grade 2. Kitty-corn is back in an adorable story of friendship. Kitty-corn is busy painting a portrait of her best friend, Unicorn, who is always worried about looking his best. While everyone is singing Unicorn’s praises, Kitty-corn is trying to get her painting just right. By “just right,” it turns out, she also means including some less-than-flattering details about the way Unicorn was looking that day. What Unicorn doesn’t realize, though, is that Kitty-corn doesn’t see all the little things Unicorn is worried about as flaws. And so Unicorn learns that when someone is precious to you, they’ll never make you feel ugly or less-than. This is a great read to start conversations about how appearance isn’t everything, as well as how even someone who everyone thinks is perfect can feel sad inside. It also shows that being kind and making people feel seen are amazing gifts—all wrapped up in a lively, tidy package. Beautiful illustrations on every page in vibrant pinks and purples playfully send the message that it’s okay to share the messy parts of ourselves.
13.96 1 13.96 9780329978075 0

7.75 1 7.75 9781624969539 0
15.99 1 15.99 9780329943790 4 School Library Journal (March 2000) Gr 4-6-The New Year's celebration at Carmen Teresa's house is a time of warmth and family closeness. Aunts, uncles, and grandparents from both sides of the family come, as does Do-a Josefa, a friend, and Flor, the housekeeper. When Carmen Teresa receives a journal as a gift, the adults all share stories of their childhoods in Latin America for her to enter in it. Covering two generations and spanning Guatemala, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Argentina, Mexico, and Peru, the seven stories they tell, enhanced by accomplished black-and-white linocuts, re-create time, place, and culture in readable prose. The only slightly weak link in an otherwise well-integrated chain of stories is the bridge to the recipe section, which follows Carmen Teresa's declaration that, since all the stories involved wonderful food, she intends to write down the recipes, rather than the tales themselves. The 20-page recipe section, with detailed ingredients lists and exemplary directions for creating dishes ranging from "Mamá's Arroz con Pollo" to desserts such as "Susana's Alfajores," includes clear instructions on getting adult help. Indeed, this is a necessity, as the dishes would be too difficult for most upper-elementary-school cooks. Whether the recipes are actually used or not may be a moot point, as the stories are worth sharing for their warmth and for what they say implicitly about cross-cultural similarities.-Ann Welton, Terminal Park Elementary School, Auburn, WA Copyright 2000 Cahners Business Information.Booklist (Vol. 96, No. 17 (May 1, 2000)) Gr. 4-7. As Carmen Teresa celebrates New Year's Day with her Latin American family, a friend gives her a diary. She wonders what to write in it: "Stories from our family and friends," suggests Mama, and in each of the following chapters, a different family member tells a story about childhood inspired by the memory of a favorite food. Finally, Carmen Teresa announces that she will use the diary to record the family's recipes, which follow the stories in cookbook format. At times, the connecting device of food feels contrived, as in the frequent comparisons between the tastes and textures of foods and characters' emotions; and the stories, which share a nearly identical voice despite different tellers, ocassionally veer into a nostalgia about childhood that may appeal more to adults than to middle-graders. Still, kids will respond to both the warmth and the anxiety of the family life described in the vivid writing, and in Delacre's nicely composed linocuts. The well-integrated cultural details and the idea of collecting family stories will also interest young readers. A glossary of Latin American terms and a selection of recipes are appended.Horn Book Guide (Fall 2000) Instead of using her new journal to record the seven stories her Latin American relatives tell her, Carmen Teresa is more intrigued with the motif of food that runs throughout the tales. She collects seventeen recipes, which are included in the last quarter of the book. Despite an unchanging narrative voice and a somewhat confusing structure, the book, illustrated with striking linocuts, offers a taste of Latin culture. Glos.
15.10 1 15.10 9781518114779 0
14.78 1 14.78 9781489825124 2 Library Media Connection (May/June 2015) You don't have to be an animal lover to fall in love with the vivid photography in these books. The animals on the covers look readers directly in the eye inviting them to open the book and learn more about them. Each book provides basic information about the animal's habitat, diet, and activities. Sea Otters and Owls can be enjoyed by independent readers and are bursting with facts and information. Hang On, Monkey! is suitable for emerging readers, with just one sentence and few word boxes per page. In all cases, the amount of knowledge shared in a sparse amount of text makes these a perfect start for kids who enjoy animals. The photographs and effective use of caption boxes further support the understanding of content. Holly Whitt, School Librarian, Walnut Grove Elementary, New Market, Alabama [Editor's Note: Also available in library binding.] RECOMMENDEDHorn Book Guide (Spring 2015) Easy-to-read text and format uses interesting facts in a structured way to introduce sea otters to new readers. Section titles are clear and encourage use of the table of contents. Vocabulary words are defined in "otter word" boxes and a picture glossary. Close-up, vivid, well-labeled photographs fill each page. A few jokes are scattered throughout; there is a quiz at the end.
21.27 1 21.27 9781516060061 1 School Library Journal (September 1, 2023) Gr 3-7-Yang provides an insightful look into the formative years of the Marvel superhero, Shang-Chi. The titular hero is only 12 when he and his little sister, Shi-Hua, explore the secrets of his father's (the warlord Zheng Zu) palace. With Shiu-Hua's aid, Shang-Chi leaves the palace by night in search of a magical peach he heard about in legend. Shang-Chi hopes to impress his father by presenting him with the peaches, but the world beyond the palace walls is far stranger than he could have imagined. He meets fantastical characters from the classic Chinese novel Journey to the West, such as Monkey and Guan Yin, along with previously unknown brothers and sisters cast from his father's home, and dangerous villains who want the magic peaches for themselves. Along the way, Shang-Chi learns the value of teamwork and gains self-confidence from within, instead of from his father's approval. The fully Asian cast and scenery of this graphic novel are beautifully drawn with vibrant colors and strong linework. VERDICT A solid addition to the Shang-Chi mythos and a gateway into traditional Chinese mythology.-Tammy Ivins © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
23.03 1 23.03 9781668859612 0
18.11 1 18.11 9781250848789 2 Kirkus Reviews (November 1, 2022) A little plant flourishes in her own time. A bunch of plants living on a stately red porch are cheerful...except for Sprout, the adorably grumpy potted hydrangea. Two small leaves poke out of the dirt on her head, and she’s convinced that if she only lived somewhere else, she’d be able to grow more, even on her chest. After complaining about the deficiencies of the porch to her friends, she gets a travel brochure for the forest and goes exploring. Of course, none of her predicted solutions—spending time in the wild woods, surrounding herself with wise older trees, soaking up rain—spur the desired foliage, and Sprout learns that growing at home, in her own time, is best. The illustrations of anthropomorphic elements of nature—friendly mushrooms, mustachioed tree trunks, a winking rock—are a delightful focus point. The story is pleasant if old-fashioned, implying that it’s OK to have adventures out in the scary, confusing, dangerous world but that one’s provincial home is best. Unfortunately, the text becomes progressively bogged down by plant-based puns like “This forest was way past elemen-tree for Sprout,” and “I’m an unbe-leaf-able listener.” These make for an awkward and confusing read-aloud given that young audiences will not be able to readily infer that the jokes hinge upon italics or tweaks in spelling. (This book was reviewed digitally.) Solid yet unfruitful. (information on growing plants) (Picture book. 4-7)Publishers Weekly (March 27, 2023) Von Innerebner humorously presents the punny story of a potted sprig with forest-size ambitions in this grow-where-you’re-planted story. Frustrated that she’s only grown two leaves, small-town Sprout offers reasons as to why she’s failing to thrive: "It’s not wild enough here! I should be in the woods where it’s SO wild, I’d grow leaves on my chest." Inspired by a travel brochure, Sprout sets off for new canopies ("Seed ya later!"). After a wild wood proves too scary, a "tall, wise forest" too advanced, and a rainforest-like jungle too damp, Sprout finally concludes that there’s no place like home. Awash in bright shades of green, unlined digital artwork animates its foliage with friendly faces that frequently pipe up ("You grow, girl!" and "I’m an unbe-leaf-able listener"). It’s a lightweight, wordplay-forward adventure for budding sprouts. Ages 3-6. (Jan.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
16.25 1 16.25 9781549089701 6 School Library Journal (January 1, 2018) Gr 3-5-When Stella was a baby, her family moved from Mexico City to Arlington Heights, near Chicago, where Stella still lives with her divorced mother and supportive older brother. Stella struggles to pronounce English words and regularly attends speech therapy at school. She's not confident in her Spanish skills either; she never has the right words when her Mexican relatives visit. When Stella learns that she's an "alien" because she only has a green card, she wonders, "If I become a citizen, will I finally feel normal?" With the help of her family and friends, Stella learns to shine like the star she's named after as she deals with the class bully, survives her first spelling bee, and proudly aces her oral presentation. Realistic relationships ground this character-driven story; most notably, Stella's relationships with her loving mother and not-so-great, mostly absent father. School and home life feature prominently. Cultural markers, including food and music, are incorporated into the story just as naturally as the Spanish words explained in context. Dominguez's black-and-white spot illustrations are friendly and appealingly childlike, providing context and visual variety. According to the author's note, this story is "82.9 percent based" on Dominguez's childhood. Like Stella, Dominguez struggled with both languages, was born in Mexico, and had a Vietnamese best friend. VERDICT Fans of Clementine and Alvin Ho will be delighted to meet Stella. A first purchase.-Amy Seto Forrester, Denver Public Library © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2018) Shy, artistic third grader Stella Díaz sometimes struggles to express her thoughts aloud, feeling self-conscious about her accent and occasionally using a Spanish word when she means to use English. Stella, who emigrated from Mexico to Chicago when she was a baby, is worried about being in a different class than her Vietnamese American best friend, Jenny. But a new student is arriving, and Stella hopes sheBooklist (November 15, 2017 (Vol. 114, No. 6)) Grades 2-5. Stella is shy and has trouble speaking up when she wants to say something, largely because she jumbles languages and can’t find the right words. When her teacher assigns a project and an accompanying presentation, she starts to dread having to speak in front of her class, even if it’ll be about a subject she loves (marine life!). To make matters worse, she wants to befriend a new boy in her class, but she can’t work up the nerve to have a conversation with him. Things come together for her with help from her goofy older brother, encouraging mother, and her best friend. Stella shows everyone that she’s stronger than she looks, just like a starfish. Simple black-and-white cartoons sprinkled throughout the text break up the story just right, as Stella works up the courage to finally speak up. Based significantly on her childhood, Dominguez’s novel introduces a character many readers can relate to, especially bilingual kids or English-language learners who struggle with expressing themselves. An excellent, empowering addition to middle-grade collections.
17.21 1 17.21 9780358473022 2 Booklist (August 2021 (Vol. 117, No. 22)) Preschool-Grade 1. When Stick wonders about his family tree (in a literal as well as a genealogical sense), he and his buddy, Stone, set out on a quest to find his origins. Together, Stick (a stick with a face as well as stubby arms and legs) and Stone (a round stone with a genial countenance) explore mountains, valleys, and woodlands without success. Strolling and rolling through a darkening forest, they become lost and frightened until they encounter their friend Pinecone, who leads them home. When Stick gives up on finding his family, Stone informs him, “Your family’s ME!” His revelation strikes home with Stick, who realizes that he can always count on his best friend. A sequel to Stick and Stone (2014), this story begins with curiosity, leads to adventure, and ends (like so many road trips) with a character gaining a new perspective on what really matters. Excellent for reading aloud, Ferry’s light-verse text will engage and amuse young children, while Lichtenheld’s pleasing illustrations feature rounded forms, harmonious colors, and lively, lovable characters. A rewarding picture book.Kirkus Reviews (July 1, 2021) When you search for family—and discover it’s always been there. The pals introduced in Stick and Stone’s first eponymous outing (2015) set out on a quest for Stick’s literal family tree. From what kind of tree did he break off? Oak, spruce, willow? The duo ventures forth, determined to find Stick’s origins, traversing bodies of water, forests, valleys, and mountains. Though surrounded by trees, Stick can’t find his familial roots. Soon, things turn ominous: Darkness falls, shadows and strange noises become unnerving, and the terrified pair realizes they’re lost. No fear, though. They eventually return safely, and Stone helps disconsolate Stick understand who his family is and always has been—and that differences don’t matter. This sweetly adorable story, expressed textually through simple, jaunty verse, conveys the reassuring message that family and true friends always (ahem) stick by you when you need them. The bright illustrations, aptly set mostly in nature, are equally endearing, with the protagonists exuding optimism and cheerfulness (except during that scary forest adventure). They register a broad range of expressions, though their faces are created merely from dots and curves denoting broad smiles. Brownish Stick bears pairs of short, chunky projectiles connoting limbs; his tilted head resembles a wizard’s cap. Stone is orange-brown and looks like a rotund meatball. Endpapers feature numerous smiling iterations of Stick representing branches from different trees; included labels and leaves show variances. Kids won’t be stone faced and will definitely stick with this delightful story about friendship. (Picture book. 4-7)
15.40 1 15.40 9780062278074 4 School Library Journal (February 1, 2015) Gr 3-6-Stick Dog, Karen, Poo-Poo, Mutt, and Stripes kick off this story in the woods, where they are trying to beat the heat by sticking to the shade. It soon becomes evident to Stick Dog, the most intelligent of the crowd, that he and his pals are in need of a stronger solution, lest they all melt. They soon spot an ice-cream truck and devise a plan to cool off. The stick illustrations throughout are good, goofy fun and will attract readers who can't get enough cartoon-style illustrations amid a middle grade romp. Stick Dog is a slightly condescending narrator, though readers will likely overlook this in favor of the other dogs' humorous quirks. Familiarity with the previous books isn't necessary, but expect readers who pick it up to look for the rest of the series. VERDICT A solid purchase for reluctant readers or for libraries looking to build up a section of titles in the "Diary of a Wimpy Kid" vein.-Ashley Prior, Lincoln Public Library, RI (c) Copyright 2015. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (April 1, 2015 (Vol. 111, No. 15)) Grades 3-6. Stick Dog and his stray canine companions—Karen, Mutt, Poo Poo, and Stripe—return for another adventure, this time attempting to beat the summer heat. They start off on a quest for drinking water but are soon redirected when they notice an ice cream truck and the tasty drips it leaves behind. The heist, masterminded by the ever-diplomatic leader Stick Dog, is executed with precision despite his clueless comrades. As in the earlier books, the humor derives from the dogs’ naïveté, narrator asides, and comical artwork. Perfect for fans of Jeff Kinney’s Diary of a Wimpy Kid series or Lincoln Peirce’s Big Nate series.Kirkus Reviews (February 1, 2015) Will Stick Dog and his buddies find a way to beat the heat?Stick Dog and his canine friends--spotted Stripes, dim-bulb Mutt, poodle Poo-Poo and Karen--are tired of the heat. They need to find some food, some water and a way to stay cool. Their hunt for water is interrupted by Poo-Poo's squirrel obsession, until Stick Dog tricks him by playing to his vanity. They find a bunch of small humans playing with an odd contraption that the dogs decide is some kind of water weapon, but it's too slow with the water to cool them down. (It's a sprinkler.) When they hear annoying music and see a strange truck that makes the humans act oddly, they wonder what this "ice cream" is (dogs can read) and how it leaves delicious rainbow puddles behind. Can they get some for themselves? Stick Dog's fourth food-centric adventure brings nothing new to the series. The slightly clueless Stick Dog leads his totally clueless friends to eventual success in finding food in a human world they don't understand. The Wimpy Kid-like stick drawings on faux lined paper (why?) do little to keep the pages turning. The single joke now in its fourth retelling is only for fans of the series...they may prefer squirrel watching to joining Stick Dog this time. (Graphic/fiction hybrid. 7-10)
18.11 1 18.11 9781481416474 5 School Library Journal (October 1, 2015) K-Gr 2-It's Pet Club Day, and the sign on the door at #17 clearly states, "Strictly NO Elephants." Current members treasure their birds, fish, cats, and dogs, but a young boy taking a walk with his tiny elephant, sharing an umbrella in a cool fall rain, sees no welcome for his friend, so he simply gives his usual support. "That's what friends do-lift each other over the cracks.brave the scary things for you." The boy and his elephant meet a girl with a skunk, who were also excluded from the Pet Club meeting, and decide to start a club of their own, one in which all are welcome. Friends "never leave anyone behind." Illustrations emphasize the warmth of this message with Photoshop, block prints, and pencil in color spreads alternated with smaller vignettes highlighting the expressions of the children and their pets. VERDICT With a gentle message of inclusion and helping others, this title reaches beyond a mere friendship story. A solid general purchase for libraries and classrooms.-Mary Elam, Learning Media Services, Plano ISD, TX © Copyright 2015. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (October 1, 2015 (Vol. 112, No. 3)) Preschool-Kindergarten. “The trouble with having a tiny elephant for a pet is that you never quite fit in,” says a little boy with a miniscule pet elephant. The Pet Club won’t let him in, and an angry sign—“Strictly No Elephants”—explains why. Forlorn, the boy and little elephant stumble on, the boy’s warm-toned shirt popping against the background of people in dark blues, blacks, and teal. They find another outcast, a little girl with a skunk, and they decide to start their own club. Soon, owners with other unusual pets join them: a girl with a giraffe, a boy with a hedgehog, even a kid with a tiny narwhal in a glass bowl! Eagle-eyed little ones will notice new friends before they make their way to the pet parade. Though the story is slight, the clear message of inclusion is a good one, and the cheerful, lightly mottled block-print illustrations, with bright outlines and in a rich palette, exude lively motion among the children and their pets. Heartening, particularly for kids who often feel left out.Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2015) After a little boy and his tiny elephant are barred from the Pet Club, they befriend other children with unusual pets. The first-person narrative has a quiet, contemplative feel: "The trouble with having a tiny elephant for a pet is that you never quite fit in. / No one else has an elephant." His pet is shy of sidewalk cracks: "I always go back and help him over. That's what friends do: lift each other over the cracks." Embodying dejection after the two turn from that large, titular sign on the door, a double-page spread--a Photoshop-augmented linoleum block print--depicts a dark teal cityscape slashed with raindrops and bobbing with black umbrellas. The Caucasian boy, his pet (in matching red scarves), and a little African-American girl in cornrows and a red-and-orange striped dress are the bright spots in this poignant tableau. Turns out that this girl--a pet skunk curled on her lap--has been turned away too. "He doesn't stink," she says. "No, he doesn't," concurs the boy and then suggests, "What if we start our own club?" Observant children will spot a porcupine, penguin, and giraffe peering from brownstone windows along the way; they and their children join others with equally exotic pets. Yoo's concluding scenes depict a treehouse occupation (its restrictive message changed to "ALL ARE WELCOME") and multiethnic, multispecies harmony. Sweet and affirming. (Picture book. 3-7)
19.01 1 19.01 9781481459600 3 Booklist (June 1, 2017 (Online)) Grades K-2. At home, a young raccoon named Manny wears a variety of colored capes that conjure up specific powers, helping him to overcome imagined foes like sea monsters, zombie bears, and alien robots. At school, an invisible cape helps him get in touch with his inner power and stand up to a bully. In true hero fashion, his actions encourage other students to defy the bully—and he may even get a sidekick. Richly colored digitally enhanced pencil-and-ink illustrations show that Manny lives with his family in a comfortable suburban environment. Detailed interior scenes make clear the genesis for his imagined foes: goldfish become sea monsters; teddy bears morph into zombie bears. The other students at Manny’s school are an array of adorable wild and domesticated animals. Even the bully (a large pig) is not all that menacing. The brief and straightforward narration is enhanced occasionally by dialogue placed neatly in speech bubbles. Sweet and sincere Manny proves he has the mettle to stand up to foes real and imaginary.Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2017) This charming story marries the mania for superheroes with a potent anti-bullying message, making it an apt tale for present times. Super Manny, an imaginative raccoon child, after school regularly dons capes of various colors to battle everything from “an angry army of zombie bears” to “legions of alien robots with laser-beam eyes.” During school he sports an invisible cape that allows him to continue his victorious voyage through his world incognito. Throughout, he declares out loud to the world his own fearlessness and strength in words that children will want to echo. But his courage is tested when Tall One, a lunchroom bully, threatens Small One. Although Manny initially freezes, he remembers his superhero status and his invisible cape and commands the bully to stop. This startles the whole lunchroom of animal kids into recalling their own capes of courage, and they all collectively stand up for Small One, making Tall One beat a hasty retreat.&nbsp;The whimsical illustrations and antics of imaginative Manny (and his new porcupine friend, Small One) will delight children and their grown-ups even as they take in the playfully delivered yet deeply felt message of the importance of standing up for others. Speech balloons vary in size according to the confidence level of the speakers—a highly effective visual. With great read-aloud potential, this story could be used by both parents and teachers to introduce concepts of courage and standing up to bullies from the youngest preschoolers up. (Picture book. 4-8)Publishers Weekly (May 8, 2017) At home, Manny, a small raccoon with a big imagination, has a wardrobe of superhero capes to match his pretend-play scenarios; wearing a blue cape while looking into the fishbowl, he feels "fearless" and imagines he's saving the world "from an ocean of unsavory sea creatures." Manny has a cape for school, too, though it's invisible to ensure that it remains "top secret undercover." When a hedgehog is bullied by a hulking pig in the lunchroom, Manny summons the power of all of his capes to say "Stop it"-first quietly, then assertively-and his courage reminds his classmates that they have invisible capes as well. DiPucchio's (Everyone Loves Cupcake) narration tends toward the literal, but her brevity and directness should make an instant connection with readers. Graegin's (Little Fox in the Forest) pencil-and-ink pictures seem unassuming and lighthearted (Manny's make-believe villains include robots who can't shoot straight with their laser-beam eyes), but when the lunchroom scene unfolds, the images take on surprising and touching drama, creating a powerful moment of truth. Ages 4-8. Agent: Steven Malk, Writers House. (July) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
15.61 1 15.61 9798368720265 0
15.61 1 15.61 9798368720265 0
17.21 1 17.21 9781250026910 4 School Library Journal (March 1, 2014) Gr 3-6-Andy and Terry, introduced in The 13-Story Treehouse (Feiwel & Friends, 2013), have expanded their incredible arboreal residence by adding several exciting features, including a robot-controlled ice-cream parlor, a mud-fighting arena, an ATM (Automatic Tattoo Machine), and the Maze of Doom. Their publisher, Mr. Bignose, is demanding their next book, so the friends attempt to tell stories about how they met and how they first built their treehouse. They also have to cope with a tank of sick, underwear-eating sharks and a pack of invading buccaneers. Similar in design to Jeff Kinney's "Diary Of A Wimpy Kid" series (Abrams), these 13 wacky, interconnected stories integrate print and graphic elements, with comic-book-style panels, word balloons, and text blocks, which blend together seamlessly. Different font styles help distinguish the storytelling sections from the main action. The conversational, matter-of-fact narration is a delightful contrast to the off-the-wall story line. Wildly humorous without being smart-alecky or sarcastic, this is a top choice for middle-grade readers.-Elaine E. Knight, formerly at Lincoln Elementary Schools, IL (c) Copyright 2014. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (April 15, 2014 (Online)) Grades 3-5. Having added 13 more stories to the dream mansion described in The 13-Story Treehouse (2013), Andy and Terry attempt to complete another manuscript by relating the backstory of their lives, but their work is interrupted by a visit from a pirate from the past. This zany sequel, as much cartoon illustration as text, is an almost nonstop adventure involving self-inflating underpants, fish with bad breath, sharks with zippered bellies, 78 flavors of ice cream, and several disasters, before its explosive finish. Mr. Big Nose, the publisher, is impatient for more. Can the 52-story model be far behind?Publishers Weekly (February 17, 2014) Twice the treehouse, twice the fun? You bet. Griffiths and Denton follow the uproarious The 13-Story Treehouse with another cartoon-laden carnival of slapstick and self-referential humor-this time, with pirates. It isn't just best buddies Andy and Terry's treehouse that's grown: this book is about 100 pages longer than its predecessor, extra space that lets Griffiths and Denton devote six pages to the 78 flavors of ice cream at the treehouse's ice-cream parlor, more than 20 pages to a pirate-themed nursery rhyme, and dozens more to the stories-within-the-story that Andy, Terry, their friend Jill, and the dread pirate Captain Woodenhead recount. Whether it's Jill and her menagerie of animals stacked precariously on a tiny iceberg or a giant, smelly fish head orbiting the Earth (it's an important plot point), Denton's furiously scrawled line drawings milk the silly, gross-out gags for everything they're worth. Kids should be flipping pages faster than a pair of inflatable underpants can skyrocket the young heroes to safety (it's also an important plot point). Best of all, Terry and Andy leave readers with a blueprint for a 39-story sequel. Ages 8-12. (Apr.) (c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
17.21 1 17.21 9780802853790 5 School Library Journal (April 1, 2015) Gr 2-5-In this inspiring picture book biography, Barton recounts how John Roy Lynch went from teenage slave to state representative in just 10 years during Reconstruction. The author describes how Lynch was born to an Irish father and an enslaved mother, making him "half Irish and all slave." Lynch learned to read and write and developed into an eloquent speaker, eventually becoming a justice of the peace and being elected to the Mississippi House of Representatives. The vocabulary-rich text may be difficult for younger students, but Tate's illustrations, rendered in mixed media, ink, and gouache on watercolor paper, are extraordinary and carry the lengthy story well. The excellent cartoon-style paintings soften potentially disturbing details, such as the Ku Klux Klan burning a church. The book concludes with a thorough historical note. VERDICT Teachers will find this remarkable story of hope and perseverance a valuable supplement to social studies lessons on the Civil War and Black History Month.-Jennifer Simmons, Anderson County Library, SC © Copyright 2014. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (April 1, 2015 (Vol. 111, No. 15)) Grades 3-5. The fascinating story of John Roy Lynch’s life from slavery to his election to the U.S. House of Representatives at age 25, gets a stirring treatment here. Barton has a lot of territory to cover, from slavery to the Civil War to Reconstruction and beyond, along with Lynch’s personal journey. Because of this, the information at times seems clipped, though it’s consistently incisive. The complete time line at the end of the book helps fill in the gaps, and the story generates interest that will encourage additional research. Tate’s often expansive illustrations emphasize important incidents in the text. A reference to harsh laws passed by whites is coupled with a dramatic two-page spread of whipping, a potential lynching, and lots of angry white faces in the foreground, fists clenched. A small African American boy covers his eyes at the scene. A scene of the horrors of a school burning shows praying figures overshadowed by masked attackers with burning torches. The emphasis in other illustrations is on faces, full of emotion, which adds to the power of the telling, and the rich, soft tones of Tate’s palette welcome the eye to linger. Pair with Mumbet’s Declaration of Independence, by Gretchen Woelfle (2014), for another story of a unique and relatively unknown figure in African American history.Kirkus Reviews (February 15, 2015) An honestly told biography of an important politician whose name every American should know. Published while the United States has its first African-American president, this story of John Roy Lynch, the first African-American speaker of the Mississippi House of Representatives, lays bare the long and arduous path black Americans have walked to obtain equality. The title's first three words--"The Amazing Age"--emphasize how many more freedoms African-Americans had during Reconstruction than for decades afterward. Barton and Tate do not shy away from honest depictions of slavery, floggings, the Ku Klux Klan, Jim Crow laws, or the various means of intimidation that whites employed to prevent blacks from voting and living lives equal to those of whites. Like President Barack Obama, Lynch was of biracial descent; born to an enslaved mother and an Irish father, he did not know hard labor until his slave mistress asked him a question that he answered honestly. Freed by the Emancipation Proclamation, Lynch had a long and varied career that points to his resilience and perseverance. Tate's bright watercolor illustrations often belie the harshness of what takes place within them; though this sometimes creates a visual conflict, it may also make the book more palatable for young readers unaware of the violence African-Americans have suffered than fully graphic images would. A historical note, timeline, author's and illustrator's notes, bibliography and map are appended. A picture book worth reading about a historical figure worth remembering. (Picture book biography. 7-10)
14.50 1 14.50 9781438050430 1 Publishers Weekly (March 19, 2018) Barnham invites readers to "Get ready to dig deep and find out more about the amazing life cycle of a plant" in this addition to the Look and Wonder series of nonfiction titles. A boy and girl dressed in gardening gear appear in brightly colored images that resemble cut-paper collage. The children identify and plant seeds in their garden, then observe as they sprout buds and show petals. Barnham discusses concepts such as photosynthesis and pollination in an easy-to-grasp manner: "The plant's leaves are very important. They take in a gas called carbon dioxide. When this gas mixes with water and sunlight, it makes a sugary food for the plant." The children travel far beyond their own garden to see a variety of wild plants growing. While rowing through a woodland pond, the children spot ferns, mosses, and algae, and they picnic on an island where a Madagascar palm tree grows. A spirited introduction to plant biology. Ages 5-8. (May) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
13.12 1 13.12 9780329665104 0
18.08 1 18.08 9781489864154 1 Horn Book Guide (Spring 2005) In the sixth book in the series, Firestar, new leader of Thunderclan, must lead the clans into a battle for the entire forest. The sheer number of cats in this book, and the complexity of their clans, can be confusing at times, but the story is compelling. Black-and-white illustrations head each chapter.
14.51 1 14.51 9780763619619 8 School Library Journal (July 1, 2006) K-Gr 3-This is a dual-text version of a story of a little girl who emphatically states that she can't draw. Her wise teacher tells her to "Just make a mark and see where it takes you." After Vashi jabs a dot on her paper, the teacher urges her to then sign it. The next day Vashi arrives at school to find that it has been framed and hung. She is encouraged to create more watercolor dot paintings, and they are subsequently displayed in an art show. When a boy admires her work, she, in turn, encourages his efforts. The braille translation is accurate but the weight of the heavy board-book pages has caused the raised dots to be mashed down in places. This lack of uniformity makes it more difficult for braille readers to decipher. The book includes a glossary with an explanation of the contractions that appear in bold text in the book. The glossary itself isn't brailled, but perhaps it's not necessary, since the book is for more advanced readers. Unfortunately, only the text is translated into braille, so the impact of Reynolds's colorful, free-spirited watercolor illustrations, particularly Vashi's contributions to the art show, are going to be lost on nonsighted readers. However, the idea of encouraging the creative spirit in all children is still evident.-Sharon Rawlins, NJ Library for the Blind and Handicapped, Trenton Copyright 2006 Reed Business Information.Booklist (November 1, 2003 (Vol. 100, No. 5)) K-Gr. 2. Simplicity itself, like the dot in the title, this small book carries a big message. Vashti doesn't like her art class. She can't draw. So when her teacher tells her just to make a mark, Vashti belligerently hands in her paper with a single dot. But what a wise teacher Vashti has. She makes Vashti sign the paper, and then she frames it. Seeing her work on the wall encourages Vashti to do better, and she takes out her watercolors and begins experimenting with all sorts of dots. At a school show, her dots are a hit, and when a little boy tells her he can't draw, she invites him to make his own mark. The squiggle he puts down on paper gets him off and running. The pen-and-ink drawings accented with splotches of colorful circles aren't quite as minimalist as Vashti's work, but they reflect the same spareness and possibility. Art teachers might consider reading this at the beginning of each semester to quell the idea, "I can't draw."Kirkus Reviews (October 1, 2003) Driven by the observation that most children lose their enthusiasm for making art as they get older, Reynolds prods a reluctant child into an eye-opening whirl of creativity. Asserting that she's no artist, Vashti angrily responds to a teacher's mild suggestion by dashing a small mark onto a big sheet of paper, then signing it. Seeing that sheet in a frame the next day, she mutters, "Hmmph! I can make a better dot than THAT!"-and proceeds to fill sheet after sheet with glorious arrays of splotches and blotches. In his own freely drawn pictures, Reynolds sets off Vashti's colorful creations by hanging them, in the subsequent art show, in front of human figures defined by neutral-toned washes. And Vashti passes on her new-found insight at the end, inviting a young admirer who ruefully claims that he can't draw a straight line to make a squiggle and sign it. This isn't going to create interest where there is none, but it may speak to formerly artistic young readers who are selling their own abilities short. (Picture book. 6-9)
16.31 1 16.31 9781484730454 5 School Library Journal (August 1, 2016) PreS-Gr 2-In a quest to be the happiest book ever, this interactive story has lined up lots of help. Dancing cake? Check. A candy parade and a flying lion? Yup. Now readers supply happy thoughts. All is well, except for the frowny frog. The book is super-duper happy, except for the frog, whose dour expression never changes. Entice a smile from him with a frog-centric riddle provided at the back of the book? (What's giant and green and hops around Tokyo? Frogzilla!) Nope, not even that groaner warrants a grin. Maybe we can just cover the frog with a Post-it note? No way, the sticky-tongued fellow makes fast work of that. The only solution is to kick the frog out of the book entirely. Now everybody's happy, right? Well, no, not exactly. Chasing Frog out of the book is just mean, and "being mean is not happy." In a forgiving mood, Frog comes back to the book and is given a balloon to make him content. Book, Frog, and readers have successfully made the happiest book ever! The volume is chock-full of colorfully wacky, doodlelike illustrations that employ a palette of yellow, orange, and bright blue. The book's "face" is surprisingly expressive, using only a few lines and shapes. VERDICT Fun for one-on-one sharing or a riotous time with a larger group, especially where other interactive titles are popular.-Sara-Jo Lupo Sites, George F. Johnson Memorial Library, Endicott, NY © Copyright 2016. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (July 2016 (Vol. 112, No. 21)) Preschool-Grade 2. The ever-popular Shea, creator of, among many others, the fierce Dinosaur vs. series, goes for smiles with a barrage of feel-good images on bright yellow backgrounds. Who can resist a dancing cake? A candy parade? Clouds with faces? Hugs?! A certain frowny frog, that’s who, lumpishly crouched in the middle of each picture. Readers are enlisted to give a wild yell, shake the book, or deliver some of the “can’t miss” frog jokes gathered at the back, but not even this can lighten up the grouchy green thing (no surprise since Shea uses the same frog photo throughout). Eventually, annoyed, the narrator thunders, “SCRAM!” in extra-large type, and the next page turn reveals a frog shaped hole in the art. But suddenly all the smiles in sight are upside down—leading to the acknowledgment that, right, “being mean is not happy. Being mean is mean.” Time for an apology and an invitation to come back: there should be room in a happy dance for everyone. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Reliably best-selling Shea is back with another jaunty picture book that is sure to be met with enthusiasm.Kirkus Reviews starred (August 15, 2016) Wanting to become the “happiest book ever,” a personified book enlists its friends’ help—but things go awry when a “frowny frog” doesn’t fit in, hilariously teaching the book (and readers) kindness and acceptance. A benign happy face enthusiastically greets readers and asks them to help. With each spread, the cheery mood becomes more pronounced, the face more exuberant, and the author’s signature humor more in evidence. Cheerful, appealing characters blossom, cute and full of whimsy, many with labels that emphasize their silliness or absurdity. These minimalist images are perfectly juxtaposed to a photo of a dour-looking frog, whose seriousness pervades the book. Soon the once-upbeat face reveals an accusatory, even aggressive side, proving the ends don’t justify the means. But through its friends’ guidance, the book learns tolerance and understanding, allowing for true happiness and cheer. Shea masterfully uses a simple format to introduce a complicated idea: how to illustrate the subconscious thinking of a fictional character. On the right page is the face and its verbal self, represented by the text. On the left is the visual manifestation of its thoughts (with some spillover to the right). There are levels of sophistication to this well-designed artwork done in a primary four-color palette with white accents. The interactive components will have readers shaking and flipping—and most of all laughing—their ways through its pages. A wonderful rethinking of the picture book as its own character. Wacky, zany, and downright fun. (Picture book. 5-8)
18.11 1 18.11 9781338139082 4 School Library Journal (November 1, 2017) PreS-Gr 1-If Scaredy Squirrel were a koala, he'd be Kevin. Kevin likes clinging to his tree while eating, napping, and resting. When the other animals invite him to come down and play, Kevin stays where it's safe and says no. And so the seasons pass with no change from Kevin, until the day he hears the tap, tap, tapping of a woodpecker on his tree. As his tree weakens and slowly falls to the ground, his friends implore him to "un-cling," Kevin is too afraid and too stuck in his ways-with a crash, he and the tree fall to the ground below. His friends gather about as Kevin lets go paw-by-paw, suddenly feeling "springy and light and happy and bold!" He survived the worst he could imagine and came out just fine. Now when his friends ask him to play Kevin replies, "'Yes, I think that I can..Because life can be GREAT when you try something NEW!" Fun-to-read rhyming text is paired with excellent illustrations featuring varying perspectives, adorable critters, bold colors, panels and full spreads, the right amount of detail, perfect facial expressions, and just enough whimsy. VERDICT Great illustration matched with fun rhyming text make for a solid tale of letting go and trying something new. Pairs perfectly with Scaredy -Squirrel.-Catherine Callegari, -Reston Regional Library, VA © Copyright 2017. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (November 1, 2017 (Online)) Preschool-Grade 1. Despite the title, Kevin is actually the koala who couldn’t . . . detach himself from his tree. Although he receives multiple invitations to join the other animals—wombats, dingoes, wallabies, kangaroos, and cassowaries—Kevin finds the ground frightening and prefers to stay aloft, “sticking to what he knew best.” When a bird pecks through the trunk of Kevin’s tree and it crashes to the ground, Kevin finds himself having to face his fears. The jaunty rhyming text and brightly colored illustrations show an amusing ensemble of animals and help lighten the message, clearly stated at the end: “Life can be great when you try something new!” They also cleverly strike a balance between portraying the basis for Kevin’s fears and showing how little he needs to fear. It is clear from both words and pictures that things on the ground are loud, big, strange, and fast moving, while it is also clear from the beaming faces all around that Kevin is among those who care about him.Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2017) Feeling safe and comfortable in his tree, Kevin the koala resists the invitation to come down and have fun.Despite encouragement from a wombat, the roos, and the dingoes, the uncertainty of what might happen below is too much for Kevin to overcome. So he refuses and makes excuses. Later, while watching the others share in a bonfire singalong, he briefly considers joining then rationalizes, “But he knew he’d miss home / …it was dark and SO late. / The whole thing was risky. / Adventure could wait.” Until a woodpecker comes along: “TAP TAPPITY TAP TAP TAP TAP OH NO!” The woodpecker’s destruction creates a break in Kevin’s tree, causing it to come crashing down even as his friends plead with him to “UN-CLING!” and “Leap and we’ll catch you! / Just let yourself go!” Field’s expressive and humorous Australian-animal caricatures vividly extend the nicely paced rhyming narrative’s message. Kevin’s worried, nervous frowns are paralleled with happy, cheering smiles of his Down Under buddies. The climactic scene’s clattering smash, with Kevin’s possessions flying while he clutches, eyes squeezed shut, his branch, brings the story to a sudden thundering pause. The next page shows everyone’s surprised wide-eyed relief and love for Kevin, who has survived his worst fear and will now be willing and able to try new things.Sure to become a read-aloud favorite. (Picture book. 3-6)
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16.43 1 16.43 9781668879900 5 School Library Journal (April 1, 2017) K-Gr 3-In the ancient kingdom of Backyard live many warriors, including Clothespin, Apricot, and the mighty and unbeatable Rock. After many battles, all won by Rock, he eagerly sets out to seek a more formidable opponent. Meanwhile, in the Empire of Mom's Home Office and the Kitchen Realm, Paper and Scissors are also finding themselves to be unconquerable among the warriors in their respective lands. Bored of only ever winning, the three fighters, in their quest for a challenge, come face-to-face in the cavernous Two-Car Garage, where they each meet their match. The newly discovered struggles that the three endure cause so much joy that they battle again and again, and children all over the world honor these battles to this very day. Featuring bold and frenzied colors and fonts, this picture book from the author of The Day the Crayons Quit will appeal to children everywhere. The energy that explodes from each spread is contagious, and readers will be hooked from the very first page. With wacky characters such as dinosaur-shaped chicken nugget warriors and a half-eaten bag of trail mix and illustrations that combine the real and the surreal, there is never a dull moment. VERDICT Laugh-out-loud funny and outrageous at times, this read-aloud will have listeners jumping out of their seats. This is the sort of story that makes children love to read.-Amy Shepherd, St. Anne's Episcopal School, Middleton, DE © Copyright 2017. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (February 15, 2017 (Vol. 113, No. 12)) Preschool-Grade 1. It’s a game played on playgrounds everywhere, but does anyone truly know the story of Rock-Paper-Scissors? Daywalt and Rex’s riotous take on the majestic history of the game reveals the origin of three mighty warriors. First up is Rock, who takes on first a clothespin holding up a pair of underpants and then a scowling apricot on Grandma’s favorite tree, but those victories are too easy. Meanwhile, Paper longs for someone to outwit him, but the printer and a half-eaten bag of trail mix are no match. Scissors faces off with a tape dispenser before scaling the fridge to conquer some dinosaur-shaped chicken nuggets, but she, too, cannot be beaten. They finally converge in the garage, though the conclusion is a bit surprising: “This is the best day of my life! Thank you for winning, O great knight of Paper!” Rock exclaims. Happily, each of the three can now feel the joy of losing, and the rest is history. Daywalt’s over-the-top words are uproariously carried out in Rex’s lush artwork—the expansive cast of inanimate objects are rendered with realistic depth and naturalistic colors, but their hammy, expressive faces and grandiose declarations catapult them to cartoonish heights. The earnest gravity of the fighters’ quests paired with the mundane setting and melodramatic tone are perfectly balanced to produce a brand of purely absurd, sidesplitting humor that kids will gobble up. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Daywalt and Rex each have individual accolades to spare. They might be unbeatable as a team.Kirkus Reviews starred (February 1, 2017) Peer through the mists and learn the origin of the game that has resolved playground disputes beyond number.“Long ago, in an ancient and distant realm called the Kingdom of Backyard, there lived a warrior named Rock.” Rock travels far and wide searching for an adversary that might best him. The clothespin fails in battle, and the tangy sweetness of the apricot is easily squashed. Meanwhile, in the Empire of Mom’s Home Office and the Kitchen Realm, respectively, Paper and Scissors set out on similar quests. Each trounces every foe. The likes of Computer Printer cannot stand against Paper (paper jam!). And the Dinosaur-Shaped Chicken Nuggets are snipped into submission by Scissors. Then Rock meets Scissors and thrashes her. She is pleased, but Rock feels he might never find his challenger until Paper arrives, uttering the fighting words “Hi there.” The rest is history. Daywalt’s silly tale unfolds in hilariously overblown text that is further melodramatized with ample and emphatic use of various display types. It is deliciously illustrated in true Rex style with wackily anthropomorphic inanimate objects and action-packed scenes. Rock is particularly funny, depicted as a small, Easter Island–type boulder with an outsized personality. Cheeky humor and prideful asides will have listeners in stitches. A closer-to-perfect pairing couldn’t be imagined. Everyone wins! (Picture book. 4-10)
18.11 1 18.11 9781338538014 3 School Library Journal (January 1, 2021) K-Gr 3-This reimagining of the Norwegian story of the three billy goats gruff replaces animals with four children who want to cross a log over a river to get to where the blueberries grow. Even though it is Ruby's idea, her three older brothers run off without her. On the bridge, they encounter Santiago, a disheveled bully of a boy who wants a snack in exchange for letting them cross the river. The mischievous brothers tell Santiago that their sister has the best snacks and scamper across the log. By the time Ruby arrives, she decides to build her own bridge. Santiago gets mad and falls into the water. He then helps Ruby build the bridge and together they cross to eat blueberries together, even though nothing was stopping him from eating them before. No context is given as to why an apparently homeless, hungry boy is in the role of the evil toll-taking troll; we only know he is alone on a log, and craving a snack. The book's final statement is that with Ruby's bridge, still guarded by Santiago, now everyone can cross the creek. It's an ineffective message, given that Ruby's brothers had no problem. Sánchez's illustrations are dynamic and colorful; she shows Ruby and her brothers each as a different shade of brown, while Santiago is more pale and pink-cheeked. The characters' poses and facial expressions are charming. Back matter shows different types of bridges and features an author's note about the history of the original story. VERDICT There are many other versions of this folktale in print, making this an unnecessary purchase; however, fans of the author's previous outing, The Little Red Fort, may want to take a look.-Chance Lee Joyner, Haverhill P.L., MA © Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (April 1, 2021 (Vol. 117, No. 15)) Preschool-Grade 2. In this follow-up to The Little Red Fort (2018), Ruby returns for a witty retelling of “The Three Billy Goats Gruff.” When Ruby suggests that she and her three brothers go blueberry picking across the creek, they run into trouble from bully Santiago, who stations himself on the rickety log bridge and shouts, “I’m the boss and you can’t cross . . . unless you give me a snack!” As each brother tries to pass, he wiggles out of Santiago’s demand by saying that the next sibling has a better snack to give (not true!). Finally, only Ruby is left, with no snack to offer, so she isn't permitted to cross. Undeterred, Ruby gathers sticks, stones, vines, and blue boards and builds a bridge of her own, even letting an intrigued Santiago help. Sánchez’s colorful, mixed-media illustrations often use loose scribbles that cast an appropriately childlike energy over the story. Many positive qualities are demonstrated here, including problem solving, tenacity, self-confidence, and helpfulness, making this a worthwhile refresh of a classic with a slight Latinx twist.Kirkus Reviews (March 15, 2021) Trolls come in different sizes and species—as enterprising Ruby and her three brothers are about to find out. How are they going to pick pails of blueberries for their pie if Santiago the bully won’t let them cross the creek? Each of the three brothers throws the one behind under the proverbial bus in order reach the berries. When it’s Ruby’s turn to cross Santiago’s log, she has another idea. Rather than hand over her nonexistent snack as a toll to the trollish lad, she relies on her creativity and problem-solving skills. With a blueprint, tools, and supplies, Ruby’s ingenuity—and Santiago’s surprising cooperation—manifests as a blue wooden bridge spanning both creek and misunderstandings. What could the toll be for crossing Ruby’s bridge? Pie! Following The Little Red Fort (2018), Maier and Sánchez are back with another bicultural take on a favorite folktale: “The Three Billy Goats Gruff.” The feisty Latina protagonist, red boots and all, is still being sidetracked by her older brothers and the bully of the creek, but, as in the prior book, neither Ruby’s size nor gender is an obstacle to success. Along with succinct dialogue, the refrain’s internal rhymes make for a fun read-aloud experience. Barcelona-born Sánchez’s familiar, bold illustrations form a delightful backdrop to the repurposed story, from the irate bridge bully to the stymied sibling triumvirate. Readers will happily discover that trip-trapping to friendship and cooperation is indeed a pie-worthy prize. (Picture book. 4-8)
18.11 1 18.11 9781338615005 1 Kirkus Reviews (March 1, 2021) Slow and steady may win the race—but it’s not this butterfly’s style. Having achieved metamorphosis despite many fits and starts in The VERY Impatient Caterpillar (2019), Burach’s popeyed, loudly colored flutterer faces a whole new challenge: tailing the rest of the migrating butterfly flock across a long stretch of ocean. “200 MILES? How am I supposed to travel that far?” Diving down the blowhole of a passing whale to hitch a ride in its stomach (anatomical detail is not a strong point here) turns out to be a nonstarter…but the whale does prove to be a supportive cheerleader. It horks the anguished insect up, admitting that even whales can be anxious sometimes and urging it to “KEEP TRYING” and “Believe you can.” Finally the insect boldly proclaims, “I got this!” And 200 miles of storms and predators later, it does indeed got this, landing amid bright flowers to a warm welcome from its fluttery compatriots. “You found your way!” Alas, the triumph quickly turns to fresh panic with the news that it’s almost time to go dormant for the winter. “Dorma-WHAT-now?” Stay still all winter? Uh-oh. Young members of the “Are we there yet?” chorus will wince in sympathy. The insect’s exaggerated expressions and frantic expostulations will elicit plenty of giggles, and sly pictorial details will keep a broad range of readers happy during rereads. No, whining won’t shorten the journey…but it can make it more entertaining. (Picture book. 6-8)
14.23 1 14.23 9780758757104 0
17.21 1 17.21 9781534438187 4 School Library Journal (February 1, 2019) PreS-Gr 1-This lovely book embeds a message about the importance of reading and the issue of overuse of technology in an appealing fantasy adventure. Henry, an anthropomorphized rabbit in a hoodie, lives in Rabbit Town, where everyone else loves to read. He prefers having adventures. One day he discovers a "lost book" and ventures into the human world searching for its owner. However, everyone there is too engaged with their phones to notice him. Finally, a little girl sees and befriends him, and he gives her the book. Returning home, he tells the story of his adventure, while the girl shares the book depicting his story. The clever text is concise and well written, and leaves room for the illustrations to extend the narrative. Rabbit Town is depicted in lush, verdant greens, with rolling hills, while the human world is a drab, gray, angular cityscape. Henry's appealingly pigtailed friend is a spot of color in a bright red jacket and yellow scarf, which she gives to Henry. The illustrations are a mix of full-bleed spreads, single pages, and cartoon-inspired boxes that provide effective visual storytelling. This layout encourages page-turns and keeps the action moving. With just a few brief lines, Surnaite's expressive characters go from curious, to dejected, to happy. VERDICT Despite its brief text, this engaging title manages to include a commentary on reading and storytelling couched in an accessible friendship adventure story. An excellent read-aloud choice.-Amy Lilien-Harper, Greenwich Library, CT © Copyright 2019. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (January 1, 2019 (Vol. 115, No. 9)) Grades K-2. In Rabbit Town, everyone loves books and reading. Henry, however, prefers games and real adventures. Playing outside one day, Henry chances upon a strange yellow book and, venturing through a hedge to return it, ends up in a strange, unknown place where all the creatures (humans) are holding devices. A small girl is the only one who spots Henry, and though they spend the rest of the day together, the girl's father is so busy with his phone that he doesn't notice his daughter's new friend. Henry leaves the lost book for the girl, finally, before going home, and when the girl opens the book, she discovers that it is all about a young rabbit's visit to the city. The green, bucolic setting of Rabbit Town stands in contrast to the gray palette of the girl's urban home. The message about being so caught up in screens that you miss important happenings in life is certainly not subtle, but it is timely and delivered in a cheerful manner.Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2018) A rabbit stumbles into an unfamiliar world. Rabbit Town has meadows, blue skies, and clear streams. It also has a bookstore, because “all rabbits loved books…except for Henry.” When Henry finds a Lost Book—it must be lost because it’s “not a rabbit book”—he doesn’t read it; instead he carries it through a tunnel under an ivy-covered wall and emerges into a gray cityscape with gray skyscrapers and a wide, paved, gray street. Bipedal rabbit Henry, in his backpack and hoodie, can’t identify the “creatures” in the lilac-gray city. They’re humans, and they’re enthralled with tech. On escalators, on the subway, even while walking, they stare at screens. Henry makes a friend there—a little white girl whose father is so riveted to his cellphone that he never sees Henry—and together they enjoy some nongray city spots: park, playground, pond, restaurant. Surnaite neatly sidesteps any obvious morals: The city holds warmth and connection after all, and Henry needn’t fall for books. The illustrations’ easygoing outlines and the touchably soft-textured colors that fill the spreads and sequential panels prevent the city atmosphere from ever feeling completely dystopic. A final metaquestion is clever and amusing but unobtrusive to readers who don’t want to tangle with it. Both families have one mom and one dad; the girl’s friend group is multiracial. A fine addition to the meta-literature shelf. (Picture book. 3-6)
16.43 1 16.43 9781725469983 4 School Library Journal (September 1, 2017) K-Gr 3-One day, Wilson promises to paint Gigi's house "orange and yellow like the sun." The older woman is pleased and responds, "But today, you are all the sunshine I need." Wilson's ideas for his friend's home are supported by people in the neighborhood, from the ice cream vendor to the local librarian, and even his classmates and teacher. Time and seasons pass, until that one day arrives and the community comes together to repair and spruce up Gigi's house and yard. The story begins before the title page when Wilson comes across a sign at the local La Luna Cafe. He tears off the phone number encouraging people to "Fix a neighbor's home together!" Richly colored mixed-media collage illustrations call to mind folk art, naive in tone but effectually depicting the neighborhood and its residents. Images of Wilson's vision for Gigi's home are interspersed and appear to done by a child with handwritten notes on the side. This is a warm story based on the author's experience in cooperative neighborhood efforts. VERDICT A useful and appealing story that provides a great sense of community. An inspirational choice to read aloud or one-on-one.-Maria B. Salvadore, formerly at District of Columbia Public Library © Copyright 2017. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2017) Spending time with an older neighbor, GiGi, a boy named Wilson daydreams of one day fixing up her house, which has fallen into disrepair. Wilson talks about various home improvements, such as painting the house Booklist (August 2017 (Vol. 113, No. 22)) Grades K-2. Generous, kind-hearted Wilson’s elderly neighbor Gigi has a home in desperate need of rehabilitation, and he discovers the perfect plan: a community program where neighbors pitch in to do yard work and home repair. Wilson keeps his plan a secret, instead telling Gigi about all the nice things he’d fix at her house one day. “One day . . . I will build a fence around the yard so you can have a dog to keep you company.” With every new plan, Gigi and others remind him that, no matter what Gigi’s house is like, his friendship is a precious gift nonetheless. Diaz’ mixed-media illustrations, rendered in bold, saturated colors, engagingly depict Wilson and Gigi’s vibrant, multicultural neighborhood, and her expressive faces reveal a nice depth of emotion, particularly Gigi’s surprise when Wilson’s plans eventually become a reality, with the help of the whole neighborhood. This bright, happy story with an affirming conclusion emphasizes the value of a supportive community and offers young readers tangible ways they can take action in their own neighborhoods.
15.37 1 15.37 9780975958001 2 School Library Journal (May 1, 2005) PreS-Gr 2-This picture book takes a cheerful look at human diversity by focusing on skin. Rhyming verses describe the many experiences that can be had in it ("The skin you have fun in;/the skin that you run in;/the skin that you hop,/skip and jump in the sun in-"); the different shades in which it comes ("Your butterscotch gold skin,/your lemon tart bold skin;/your mountain high apple pie,/cookie dough rolled skin!"); and the things that it is not ("It's not tall skin/or short skin,/or best in the sport skin"). The poem ends by emphasizing the importance of the "`You' who's within" and pointing out that skin is something that makes individuals different and similar at the same time. Tyler's cadenced language makes this a very rhythmic read-aloud. Csicsko's vibrant and energetic illustrations are a perfect complement to the text and feature stylized children with elliptical faces and flowing fingers. Differences in the appearances of the youngsters go beyond skin color and include hairstyles, freckles, and eye shape. While somewhat lengthy-the metaphors seem to go on and on-this volume is an affirming addition to the collection of books dealing with self-esteem and multiculturalism.-Kathleen Meulen, Blakely Elementary School, Bainbridge Island, WA Copyright 2005 Reed Business Information.Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2005) An earnest but energetic tribute to diversity, done up with postmodern arrays of smiling, stylized, lozenge-headed children paired to a rollicking celebration of: "Your coffee and cream skin, / your warm cocoa dream skin . . . / Your chocolate chip, double dip sundae supreme skin! / Your marshmallow treat skin, / your spun sugar sweet skin . . . / your cherry topped, candy dropped, frosting complete skin." Tyler also urges readers to think about the commonality of "The skin that you laugh in; / the skin that you cry in; / the skin that you look to / the sky and ask, 'Why?' in." Though he changes his tone and plies a verbal mallet to drive his point home in the last several verses, the earlier wordplay more than compensates-while glimpses of one child in a wheelchair, and another held by a biracial couple, expand the general theme to encompass more than skin color alone. A sonically playful, if just a bit overlong, alternative to Sheila Hamanaka's All the Colors of the Earth (1994). (Picture book. 6-9)
19.01 2 38.02 9780063045408 3 School Library Journal Xpress (October 8, 2021) Gr 1-2-Wordplay spices up this latest entry in the creators' "food group" picture book series, as a once shy sugar cookie describes how they got over feeling lost at sea in class with some help from a savvy schoolteacher. It all starts with a chewy homework assignment from Ms. Biscotti to "create something completely original." A few half-baked efforts later-like a sculptured selfie that winds up "a complete bust!"-sweet success arrives in the form of a confessional poem titled "My Crumby Days" that earns the sugar cookie praise from all listeners. As frosting on the cake, cookie also gets the self-confidence to keep writing, to try new things, and to accept the occasional failure. Oswald surrounds the big-eyed biscuit with a diverse and similarly nongendered cast of smiling baked goods, all busily involved in play, projects, and like means of finding their own recipes for success. "There's always more to learn!" the triumphant treat concludes. "Because we're all smart cookies." VERDICT One for the shelves on cooking or self-esteem, this dishes up a nutritious message, liberally sprinkled with puns, metaphors, and double entendres.-John Peters, Children's Literature Consultant, NY © Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (November 1, 2021 (Vol. 118, No. 5)) Grades K-3. Sharing a pivotal moment in her life, a cookie tells of her early days, attending school in a gingerbread house. Though she liked her teacher, Ms. Biscotti, the cookie seldom spoke up in class. Other students raised their hands before she had even figured out the answer to a question. Sometimes she made mistakes, like misspelling words or adding numbers instead of subtracting them. One afternoon, Ms. Biscotti asked her students to “create something that’s completely original” for their homework. Though initially baffled, the cookie wrote a poem revealing her insecurities and read it to the class. Encouraged by her teacher’s praise and realizing that others also felt inadequate sometimes, she became more confident and willing to try new things. The text reads aloud well, delivering the encouraging message that “we’re all smart cookies,” with a good deal of verbal wit and style. Using colors as well as line to reflect the story’s tone and the bread-and-pastry-related characters’ emotions, the digital illustrations create a bright, inviting look. A sustaining picture book from the Food Group series.Kirkus Reviews (October 15, 2021) This smart cookie wasn’t alwaysa smart cookie. At the corner of Sweet Street stands a bakery, which a whole range of buns and cakes and treats calls home, including a small cookie who “didn’t feel comfortable speaking up or sharing” any ideas once upon a time. During the early days of gingerbread school, this cookie (with sprinkles on its top half, above its wide eyes and tiny, smiling mouth) never got the best grades, didn’t raise a hand to answer questions, and almost always finished most tests last, despite all best efforts. As a result, the cookie would worry away the nights inside of a cookie jar. Then one day, kind Ms. Biscotti assigns some homework that asks everyone “to create something completely original.” What to do? The cookie’s first attempts (baking, building a birdhouse, sculpting) fail, but an idea strikes soon enough. “A poem!” Titling its opus “My Crumby Days,” the budding cookie poet writes and writes until done. “AHA!” When the time arrives to share the poem with the class, this cookie learns that there’s more than one way to be smart. John and Oswald’s latest installment in the hilarious Food Group series continues to provide plenty of belly laughs (thanks to puns galore!) and mini buns of wisdom in a wholly effervescent package. Oswald’s artwork retains its playful, colorful creative streak. Although slightly less effective than its predecessors due to its rather broad message, this one’s nonetheless an excellent addition to the menu.(This book was reviewed digitally.) A deliciously sweet reminder to try one’s unique best. (Picture book. 4-8)
17.21 1 17.21 9780316523844 4 School Library Journal (February 1, 2019) PreS-Gr 2-An ode to sunlight told in rhyming verse. This work celebrates the magic of the sun and the diversity of humanity. From Delhi to Delaware, Cuba to Capri, and everywhere in between, sunlight touches everyone and everything in nature. It marks the change from night to day. It helps flowers and vegetation grow and brightens our mood on a gloomy day. Readers of all ages will delight in the accessible text, joyous illustrations, and vibrant colors that honor the interconnectedness of all living things. -VERDICT A great read-aloud for any library collection, and a necessary reminder that we live in a shared world.-Maegen Rose, Rye Country Day School, NY © Copyright 2019. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (February 15, 2019 (Vol. 115, No. 12)) Preschool-Grade 2. Peppy rhymes and bright, animated artwork showcase the sun as a ubiquitous link among everyone the world over, past and present (even dinosaurs!). Here, in colorful spreads and vignettes, the sun beams equally upon a diverse array of children in varying activities and settings, from Paris to Maine to Cuba. Even animals get in on the fun: “From crocodiles along the Nile / To growling grizzly bear, / Each creature sees the sun because / The sun shines everywhere!” Additional spreads touch on the sun’s varying purposes (like helping flowers grow) and explain what happens when the sun’s not visible (“It may shine on Earth’s other side, / And that is why it’s night”). While somewhat lengthy, Hoberman’s lively stanzas keep the pace, building anticipation and inviting listener participation in the repeated refrain, “the sun shines everywhere.” Although occasional references might sail over the heads of younger kids (such as, “In feast and famine, peace and war, / It’s made its steady way”), this upbeat ode to the uplifting and unifying qualities of the sun is infectious.Kirkus Reviews (December 1, 2018) An ebullient tribute to geographic and cultural diversity on this planet. Bouncy rhyming text takes readers on a whirlwind journey around the globe, always ending with the unifying, titular refrain: “The sun shines everywhere.” Children play and interact in Japan, the United States, India, and more, all basking in warmth and sunshine. White, brown, and black faces appear throughout, including a multiracial family (although they all seem to have rather similar facial features). Lively illustrations feature various religious garments such as a Sikh turban and a Pakistani topi. A similarly global approach to biodiversity depicts cold-weather animals in Antarctica, nocturnal and subterranean animals in the Americas, dinosaurs and other prehistoric animals, and more. The text even broadly references a few key historical periods, featuring the Egyptian pyramids, classical Greek philosophers, a medieval castle, and Copernicus. Some depictions make this a less-than-ideal text for STEM learning: Landforms on a freely drawn globe are more suggestions than anything else; puffins are not found in Antarctica. Nevertheless, bright, digitally produced illustrations feature eye-catching, immersive spreads full of children at play amid vivid flowers, a variety of architectural styles, and lots of tiny details that encourage readers to look closer. A celebration of unity through variety that’s just right for these divided times. (Picture book. 4-8)
18.99 1 18.99 9781713744177 0

8.72 1 8.72 9781338129939 2 School Library Journal (January 1, 2018) K-Gr 2-This underwater romp is at once funnier and more educational than "There was an Old Woman Who Swallowed a Fly." The mermaid's marine diet is skillfully inserted into the old rhyme ("There was an old mermaid who swallowed a squid./That's what she did!/She swallowed a squid./She swallowed the squid to romp with the shark.") and her antics are observed by a boy and girl in a boat who add commentary on the target animals' habits and features. Closing nonfiction additions complement the silliness with a paragraph each of facts about the creatures featured in the story- sharks, squid, tropical fish, eels, crabs, sea stars, and clams-and a search-and-find game. Lee crams delightful cartoon details onto the undersea spreads. His zany style is reminiscent of Quentin Blake's work; its inclusion here tips a solid text into "read it again" territory. VERDICT The rare book that's perfect for at-home reads and rereads as well as for storytime.-Henrietta Verma, National Information Standards Organization, Baltimore © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2017) Having eaten pretty much everything on land in 13 previous versions of the classic song, Colandro’s capaciously stomached oldster goes to sea.Once again the original cumulative rhyme’s naturalistic aspects are dispensed with, so that not only doesn’t the old lady die, but neither do any of the creatures she consumes. Instead, the titular shark “left no mark,” a squid follows down the hatch to “float with the shark,” a fish to “dance with the squid,” an eel to “brighten the fish” (with “fluorescent light!” as a subsequent line explains), and so on—until at the end it’s revealed to be all pretending anyway on a visit to an aquarium. Likewise, though Lee outfits the bespectacled binge-eater with a finny tail and the requisite bra for most of the extended episode, she regains human feet and garb at the end. In the illustrations, the old lady and one of the two children who accompany her are pink-skinned; the other has frizzy hair and an amber complexion. A set of nature notes on the featured victims and a nautical seek-and-find that will send viewers back to the earlier pictures modestly enhance this latest iteration. Series fans won’t be disappointed, but young readers and listeners who know only the original ditty may find this a touch bland. (Early reader. 6-8)
8.61 1 8.61 9781454946243 0
7.71 1 7.71 9781534401068 2 School Library Journal (January 1, 2018) Toddler-PreS-Ten wide-eyed women trailblazers, from Ada Lovelace to Maria Tallchief, are presented in brightly colored spreads. In larger print, a rhyming couplet gives young readers a general idea of the road each subject paved, and on the opposite page, in smaller print, more information is disclosed. The final spread asks kids how they will change the world someday, while showcasing a dozen more inspirational figures. The bottom right corner of the last page has a circle with a question mark, offering children the opportunity to see themselves as future trailblazers. An empowering collective biography for board book bins and shelves.-Shelley M. Diaz, School Library Journal © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (January 1, 2018) Florence Nightingale, Rosa Parks, and Maria Tallchief are some of the icons introduced in this “Girl Power Primer.” On the book’s first two pages, these and seven other women and girls (elementary school student Ruby Bridges and teen Malala Yousafzai are in the mix) appear in a group shot on a flowery field against a pink sky. Holub’s couplets, which range from passable to clunky, appear on the versos of the next 10 double-page spreads accompanied by a small portrait of the featured trailblazer. On each recto, there is a full-page image of the subject in action with a small one- or two-sentence caption with additional details. Roode’s highly saturated illustrations, which look to have been created with CGI tools, turn each figure from history into a wide-eyed cartoon with an oversized head. Unfortunately, this cutesy and simplified style makes architect and sculptor Maya Lin look to be about 3 and Ada Lovelace appear to be opening window blinds rather than creating one of the first computer programs (although how one would represent this to very young children is a bit of a puzzle). The final two pages present 12 additional women, leaving a 13th space with a question mark labeled “You!” While this historic roll call is impressively diverse, toddlers are highly unlikely to grasp the importance of these female pioneers from the few, short lines and the simplified and sometimes confusing images. (Board book. 2-4)

15.61 1 15.61 9781516042203 0
18.11 1 18.11 9781338129366 4 School Library Journal (February 1, 2018) PreS-Gr 2-Children will love the zany cartoon drawings in this humorous story about a truck service run by Bernie the dog, who specializes in delivering ducks. The ducks on board the truck are one crazy bunch, consuming everything in sight (from donuts to pizza to a bladder-buster beverage), but when they gobble up the directions to the latest customer, Bernie is forced to head out with little guidance. They encounter a variety of individuals who ordered a truck, just not a truck full of ducks. One girl wanted a mail truck to send her brother far away while another ordered a dump truck, not a duck truck. Each individual they encounter is outlandish. Kids will snicker when Bernie is forced to give the ducks a potty break, will start to sweat when they discover that a fox deep in the dark woods has actually placed the order, and will be tickled by the twist at the end. It turns out that the fox (H. Ungry Fox) has ordered the ducks for his bath time, not for his dinner. VERDICT Children will delight in the extreme silliness of this story and will repeatedly pore over the detailed, colorful, and quirky illustrations.-Sally James, South Hillsborough Elementary School, CA © Copyright 2018. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (January 1, 2018 (Vol. 114, No. 9)) Preschool-Grade 2. Oh no, someone’s called for a truck full of ducks, but the order form has taken off??! Was it the construction crew? No, they wanted a DUMP truck. The pirate captain? No, he ordered “crackers . . . not quackers!” Who could it have been? Burach will have readers quacking up, both with the frequent repetition of the title—“Did you call for a truck full of ducks?” is a funny line no matter how often it’s read or heard—and over the illustrations, which are chock-full of googly-eyed yellow birds slurping from a “Bladder Buster”–sized soda as the canine truck driver barrels along, trying to track down the customer. At last, after numerous stops (and a timely bathroom break), the ducks are properly delivered . . . to a toothy fox in the deep, dark woods. Are those poor ducks in the soup? Nope: turns out dinner’s over, and as Fox rightly puts it at the end: “Bath time’s always more fun with duckies!” Sight gags and side comments in the pictures add further yuks to this ducky delight.Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2018) Unsure of his destination, can Bernie keep his “On-Time Delivery Money Quack Guarantee”?Delivery-dog Bernie’s truck is full of goofy, distracted ducks: one’s reading the newspaper, two are drinking a “Bladder Buster” soda—and another ate the directions to his customer’s house. So the put-upon pooch must stop everyone he sees to ask, “Did you call for a truck full of ducks?” A little girl didn’t; she called for a mail truck to send her little brother far away. The jackhammering construction worker didn’t; he called for a “D-D-D-DUMP truck.” The pirate (a mass of disability stereotypes: eyepatch, hook, peg leg, and rotten teeth) didn’t call for ducks…he called for a truck of crackers (for his parrot, of course), “not quackers.” It wasn’t the shark (ice cream truck) or the broken-down extraterrestrial (tow truck). By now, the ducks need a bathroom break—and, finally, from the deep, dark woods someone answers Bernie’s refrain. It was H. Fox, who makes the ducks more than a bit nervous. The surprise reason? Just as foolish as the entire journey. Burach’s tale, told completely in dialogue between Bernie and his possible customers, is only a part of the fun. Silly details decorate every spread of the bright, digitally created, cartoon illustrations, including newspaper headlines (“Stuff Happened”), posters, and the googly-eyed, rambunctious yellow ducks. There is some diversity of skin tone among the humans, but the preponderance are light-skinned. Storytime audiences will quack up. (Picture book. 3-8)
15.61 1 15.61 9780758788665 2 School Library Journal (February 1, 2004) PreS-1-The curious Lalo the Llama's search for his mother leads him through a delightful guessing game with various animals in ?Tu mama es una llama? Lalo asks a bat, a swan, a cow, a seal, and a kangaroo, and each in turn tells him a bit about themselves. The repetition of phrases combined with the vocabulary is very useful in teaching students basic concepts and animal characteristics. Blanca Camacho's clear narration is easy to understand. The musical score is pleasant and helps support the charming tale. The engaging illustrations contain rich detail and animals (such as owls, seagulls, turtles, rabbits, koalas and opossums), and help support building beginning Spanish vocabulary skills. Group viewing with teacher guidance will provide reinforcement for learning new vocabulary. Although most appropriate for younger children, this title may be suitable for older students just beginning to learn Spanish, or for review of basic vocabulary.-Denise A. Garofalo, Astor Home for Children, Rhinebeck, NY Copyright 2004 Reed Business Information.Horn Book Guide (March, 1998) As in the English-language board-book edition of Is Your Mama a Llama?, Kellogg's art suffers with the great reduction in size. This Spanish edition features a translation that is very well rendered, despite some awkwardness resulting from the attempt to keep the rhymes as lively as in the original. Also available in English.
16.31 1 16.31 9781423199595 3 School Library Journal (July 1, 2016) PreS-Gr 2-Zander is a spectacle-wearing blue monster. His parents are also monsters, but his sister is a fairy, and his dog is a skunk. Like other monsters, Zander doesn't have friends. But when he begins to hang out with a red bird, he starts to understand the definition of friendship. He demonstrates how to stay true to himself while having fun with others. His interactions with the red bird and his glittery fairy sister contain humorous dialogue and unexpected developments that involve raisin bread, teeth, and secrets. Jack's digital artwork features monsters and fairies with green, blue, and orange skin, and a skunk that pants like a dog. The red bird will likely be the favorite character because of her expressive looks, especially when she hears the word no and when she becomes overly excited. VERDICT A quirky, fun friendship title sure to be a read-aloud favorite with children.-Tanya Boudreau, Cold Lake Public Library, AB, Canada © Copyright 2016. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2016) A young monster breaks a taboo against friendship--kind of.Zander's a normal monster (except for having a sister who's a fairy--a strange detail that's part of the book's deadpan whimsy). And like a normal monster, he doesn't have friends, though the illustrations imply he longs for connection. However, there's apparently no injunction against fairies having friends, and his sister has plenty. Instead, Zander enjoys normal monster activities such as scaring children (which the illustrations hilariously suggest fills him with a wicked glee) and...surfing. While surfing, Zander notices a bird watching him. They silently greet each other with nods and points of the chin for a couple days until Zander invites the bird to the sand, whereupon the other monsters notice and mock Zander about his "friend." Zander denies the friendship, and the hurt-looking bird wings away...but returns the next day. With information gleaned from his sister about friends, the next time he's mocked, Zander decides that he and the bird aren't friends--they don't do everything his sister and her friends do (like "give money to kids who've lost teeth")--they just enjoy spending time together. Jack's colorful, humorous art makes for active illustrations and engaging characters, aptly complementing Vernick's gently speculative text. The book ends without explicit acknowledgment of Zander's friendship with the bird or his desire for closeness, allowing readers to digest the message.A quirky friendship story with lots of humor. (Picture book. 3-6)Horn Book Guide (Fall 2017) Blue monster Zander finds himself courted by a new friend, a cute red bird. But this is confusing: monsters don't have friends. Time spent with the bird provides Zander with an opportunity for self-discovery and a lesson about going against the crowd, though Vernick's straight-faced humor keeps the story from feeling preachy or saccharine. Colorful Photoshop illustrations contain unexpected details and express genuine emotion.
14.41 1 14.41 9780329639051 0
21.27 2 42.54 9781516077113 1 School Library Journal Xpress (May 31, 2024) Gr 3-6-Everyone knows the story of Snow White, especially young protagonist Abby. Abby hates change, and when her family moves to a new town, she finds comfort in familiar fairy tales where "good is good and bad is bad and endings are happily ever after." That is, until a magic mirror transports Abby and her adventurous brother Jonah right into the middle of Snow White's tale. When their arrival stops Snow from living her happily ever after, Jonah and Abby must try everything to get the story back on track. This graphic novel adaptation of the chapter book by Mlynowski is a fun twist on the classic tale. Snow is given agency to make choices and decide whether or not she wants a kiss from an unknown prince, while Abby discovers that change isn't always a bad thing. Snow, Abby, and Jonah use their brains and their guts to solve problems and defeat the evil queen. The art brings diversity to the story through the depiction of the seven dwarfs, who are drawn as different ages, genders, nationalities, and races. VERDICT Containing plenty of humor and heart, this is a worthwhile addition to library collections. Fans of the "Whatever After" prose series and the "Goddess Girls" series will enjoy this this title.-Amy Ribakove © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
18.11 1 18.11 9781454923817 3 Booklist (February 15, 2019 (Vol. 115, No. 12)) Grades K-3. In this debut picture book, Deenihan offers a charmingly literal rendition of the proverbial phrase “when life gives you lemons, make lemonade,” with a colorful and cute story of a child who gets an unwanted birthday gift from grandma: a lemon tree. Once her mischievous plots to rid herself of the tree fail, a fruitful alternative arises: nurture the tree to make lemonade to sell in order to get what she really wants. In addition to the comical efforts of the girl, this playful picture book showcases the concept of delayed gratification. The girl truly has to wait for good things to come to fruition, and once they do, she makes some surprising choices (perhaps just what Grandma wanted). These concepts are enhanced by the eye-catching colors, bold cartoon figures with deeply expressive faces, and diverse cast of characters in Rocha's illustrations, which are filled with plenty of fun background details to pore over. A nice complement to Matt de la Peña's Last Stop on Market Street (2015) or Katherine Pryor’s Zora’s Zucchini (2015).Kirkus Reviews starred (January 15, 2019) Gardening tips abound in this delightful guide to caring for a lemon tree. The unnamed protagonist has a carefully drawn-out list of acceptable electronics she wants for her birthday. But Grandma instead brings…gasp…a lemon tree. The second-person text covers appropriate and inappropriate reactions and then advises readers to accept the potted present politely and wait for Grandma to leave or take a nap. Then you definitely shouldn’t: drop it from a bridge, send it aloft with balloons, or “play ding dong ditch” with it (all illustrated with wry understatement). Instead, the narrator offers some incredibly important do’s: put the fruit tree “in a sunny spot” (the grassy verge between sidewalk and street), don’t overwater it, and “battle against intruders” who seem to come from all directions. After nearly a year of caring for her reluctantly received sapling, the protagonist joyously picks her lush lemons, and Grandma even returns to help make some fresh lemonade, the sale of which leads to more plants for her burgeoning garden. Rocha’s colors and characters leap right off the page, encouraging readers to get out into the world and create life, beauty, and some great-tasting lemonade (recipe included). The community is diverse and urban, with no lack of personality and detail. The protagonist and Grandma are both black, she with black pigtail puffs and Grandma with a white poof of hair. Charms from cover to cover. (Fiction. 3-7)Horn Book Guide (Fall 2019) When her grandmother gifts her with not a computer but a lemon tree, the disappointed birthday girl decides to make lemonade. This how-to (recipe included) features the girl's bossy-spunky narration (when juicing lemons: "Come on--squeeze, squeeze, squeeze-a-roo!") and summer-kissed art that portrays the whole community pitching in to support the lemonade stand. The girl's profits go toward something surprising for the whole block.
16.31 1 16.31 9780545457811 4 School Library Journal (June 1, 2013) PreS-K-In the second book about Zoe, "the queen" learns a lesson about sharing. The youngster loves her bedroom and especially loves bedtime as that's when she gets busy. She builds with her set of blocks, ventures into previously unexplored territory, and gazes out the window at her galaxy. Used to having her own space, she is understandably upset when told that her little sister, Addie, is old enough to leave their parents' room and will be moving in with her. Not clear about what sharing her room entails, Zoe continues her nighttime adventures but finds that Addie doesn't appreciate the disturbances and neither do their parents. It takes one stormy night to make Zoe realize that it is actually beneficial to share her bedroom and her royal title. Soft-hued pen-and-ink and watercolor illustrations, beginning and ending with star-studded endpapers, charmingly depict the age-old dilemma of learning to compromise.-Maryann H. Owen, Racine Public Library, WI (c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (June 1, 2013 (Online)) Preschool-Grade 1. Zoe sees herself as the queen of her room, where she often turns the light back on and plays after bedtime. When it’s time to share her bedroom with her little sister, Zoe has a tough time until she adjusts, showing some consideration for her sister while finding unexpected comfort in companionship. A sequel to Zoe Gets Ready (2012), this picture book quietly, perceptively explores family dynamics in a time of change, the sort of “minor” change that’s huge for a child. Using lighting effects and color beautifully, the expressive ink-and-watercolor illustrations work seamlessly with the simply told story.Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2013) Zoe (Zoe Gets Ready, 2012) has proclaimed herself queen of the universe, and her realm is her bedroom--where absolutely no sisters are allowed. Every night at bedtime, after her mom shuts the door, Queen Zoe sets out to explore her kingdom. She builds grand empires (wobbly towers of blocks), discovers uncharted lands (like the top of her bookcase) and carefully prepares morning tea for the court--her toy penguins, ranged round her on a blanket on the floor. But one day, her reign topples: Her parents tell her that she has to share her room with her little sister, Addie. They put her crib right on top of the royal table! How is she ever going to explore now? Queen Zoe pouts, with a gloomy frown and arms crossed in defiance. Every single noise wakes Addie up, and it looks like Zoe's nighttime fun must come to an end. However, a sudden crash of thunder makes Zoe realize just how much she likes having a roommate after all. Murguia's dark blue washes set the quiet night tone, and Zoe's abundant curiosity shines from the top of her crown to the bottom of her stretched tippy-toes. Transitioning into a shared room can be a tricky situation, especially with jealous sibling squabbles. But Zoe's flair will certainly help. (Picture book. 3-6)
29.88 1 29.88 9789575709877 0
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